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Arboricultural Appraisal Note 
 

Project: Mudberry Farm, Bosham Ref: BMD.19.005.TN.001 

Subject: Arboricultural Desk Review of Access 

Points 

Date: 01/02/2019 

Status: FOR INFORMATION Rev: - 

Review of three potential access areas: 

o Location 1: South-west of site. Access crossing rail tracks  

o Location 2: North of site. Junction with A27 

o Location 3: North-east of site. Roundabout and exits by Polthooks Farm Industrial Estate  

Overview of statutory and non-statutory designations in the entire development area 

1.1 There are no parts of the proposed development area which lie within a Conservation Area. 

1.2 One tree on the site is included in Chichester District Council Tree Preservation Order 1/FB 

(Land at Polthooks Farm, Clay Lane, Fishbourne). The tree is located adjacent to Polthooks 

Farm (see Fig. 1). The complete Tree Preservation Order can be found in Appendix A. 

 

Fig. 1 Extract of plan from Chichester District Council Tree Preservation Order 1/FB (Land at Polthooks Farm, Clay Lane, 
Fishbourne) 

1.3 Most of the development site has been designated a part of the Woodland Priority Habitat 

Network (England), which is part of the Countryside Stewardship Targeting & Scoring 

framework. This framework identifies areas where incentives are available to land managers 

who will employ measures that protect and enhance the natural environment. The majority 

of the area has been given a low spatial priority within the Network.  

1.4 The land immediately surrounding Bosham House and Bosham Lodge; an area to the west 

of Meadow Farm and the level crossing at Newells Lane; and a small area surrounding the 
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drains to the north of the railway track at the east of Brooks Farm Cottage have a higher 

spatial priority within the Woodland Priority Habitat Network (England). 

1.5 Pockets of land have been given a high spatial priority within the Countryside Stewardship 

Targeting & Scoring framework for Woodland Improvement proposals. This includes the rear 

of Pondfields to the west of Meadow Farm; the grounds of Bosham Lodge and the area 

around Bosham House; and the small area centred on the drains to the west of Brooks Farm 

Cottage. These areas are also identified as Deciduous Woodland on the Priority Habitat 

Inventory, with areas identified as Broadleaved Woodland and Conifer Woodland in the 

National Forest Inventory. 

1.6 To the north of the development area are a series of woodlands and plantations. Some of 

these are identified as Deciduous Woodland on the Priority Habitat Inventory, with areas 

identified as Broadleaved Woodland and Conifer Woodland in the National Forest Inventory. 

There are also areas identified as Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland, and as Ancient 

Replanted Woodland. This means that the land has been host to Woodland for hundreds of 

years, whether managed, natural or replanted (usually for timber). These areas are included 

in this Appraisal as boundary trees may be a consideration for future development whether 

for the extent of their root protection areas or if their crowns overhang the site. Although there 

are no statutory protections as such, guidance from the Forestry Commission and Natural 

England identifies both Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland and Ancient Replanted 

Woodland designations as a material consideration in planning. However, none of the 

proposed development sites directly adjoin these areas. 

Arboricultural assessment 

1.7 The site consists of agricultural land situated between the A27 to the north and the A259 to 

the south. The arboricultural landscape is characterised by long hedgerows, occasional 

linear groups and small woodlands. 

Location 1: South-west of site. Access crossing rail tracks. 

1.8 There are no significant trees on the A259 in the vicinity of the proposed roundabout junction. 

There appears to be adequate separation between a linear group comprising mature Ash, 

Hawthorn and possibly Field Maple (to be confirmed through survey) and the proposed 

access route north from the roundabout to the railway track crossing.  

1.9 The proposed embankments may affect the way the prevailing wind reaches the crowns of 

the trees. This could increase the likelihood of branch or whole tree failure. 

Location 2: North of site. Junction with A27. 

1.10 The planting in the vicinity of the proposed junction comprises young indigenous species 

typical of highway planting.  

1.11 Plant loss as a result of the creation of the slip roads would appear to be relatively minor; but 

in any event, this type of planting is easily replaced. 

Location 3: North-east of site. Roundabout and exits by Polthooks Farm Industrial Estate. 

1.12 There is no significant tree loss implicated in the creation of this access point. 

1.13 The proposed route does not impinge on the setting of the Ash tree included in Chichester 

District Council Tree Preservation Order 1/FB (Land at Polthooks Farm, Clay Lane, 

Fishbourne). 
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Appendix A:  

 

Chichester District Council Tree Preservation Order 1/FB  

(Land at Polthooks Farm, Clay Lane, Fishbourne) 
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