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           15th July 2026 

 

Dear Mr Whitty, 

 

Publication of the proposed submission Southbourne Allocation Development Plan 

Document for consultation under Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning 

Regulations (Local Planning) (England) 2012 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed submission Southbourne Allocation 

Development Plan Document.  

General comments 

The proposed allocation location as set out under draft Policy SA1 – East of Southbourne - is the 

least harmful scenario of the options previously considered from the perspective of the setting of 

the Chichester Harbour National Landscape (CHNL) due to being limited to land north of the 

railway line, and therefore no objection is raised in principle, subject to careful design and thought 

being given to impacts on the setting of the CHNL, as set out in Local Plan Policy A13.  

However, we are amazed that, despite the proposed huge increase to the size of Southbourne 

under this allocation, there is still no road bridge being proposed over the railway line. This seems 

very short-sighted and will be likely to cause traffic problems including congestion and the 

resulting noise and air pollution, which will impact the wider area including the nearby CHNL to 

the south, as well as resulting in an unsatisfactory environment for future occupiers of the 

development and negatively impacting the existing residents of Southbourne.  

We are pleased that the Landscape Gap Assessment Update (September 2025) has been carried 

out to help confirm if the landscape gaps set out in the 2019 study remain relevant and to fulfill 

the requirements of Policies NE3 and A13 of the Local Plan to ensure that Southbourne’s 

landscape gaps are retained. However, we have concerns relating to the limited extent that this is 

carried through into the draft DPD, which we believe would result in the DPD failing to meet the 

soundness tests set out in NPPF paragraph 36, namely it would not be justified as it would ignore 

much of the evidence regarding the landscape gaps around Southbourne including the Council's 

own recent Landscape Gaps Assessment Update. It would also not be consistent with National 

Policy (Chapter 15 of the NPPF which seeks to conserve and enhance the natural environment 

including the setting of Nationally protected Landscapes). 










