Protecting the lane/landscape setting

- views to & from the north A
- - 11
_:~ ‘ g SN
% i;_ e
Ld
1
[
Protecting the lane/landscape setting
— views along lane to west & Crouchlands Farm
L= 2 N
-2

ALY

Lavo

Seneg A

Pusmtin g

s

S

=y

S0
\
.-
3
»
Wir o

P

&

RILANDSCAPE NV

Landscape Masterplan
EX|st|ng landscape &
= - visual setting

. developing a coherent
LVIA strategy

Protecting the lane/landscape setting
—views north/east

AN - res| 2 of the existing landscape and visual setting

SK 01 - Sheils Flynn Ltd — 05/10/21



NECNEENERRER

MROEED

o

ROP

DUONERR

NOTE: @

Calculations d,ﬁﬂ work in progres;iang
need to be corfirmed.

[l ke
.‘

Parks, Sport ancs Recraabon Grounds
Play Space

TOTAL

Phase 1 mhastructre landscape Estmated Target  Actual A

Al
NaturalSemi-Natural Green Space:
Parks, Sport and Recreation Grounds.

TOTAL

o}

EXISTING FEATURES

Buildngs

Listed bulldings
Contour - 1 m interval
Drainage dilches
OS lines

Woodland & trees
Tree 1o be removad
Hedge

Pubiic footpath
Public bywsy
Fences and gates

Access routes

]
P
[e]
T
O
a
m
o
o
3
o
%
2
[

Approxmate school boundary
Play areas

Allotments

Vehicular acoess routes

Paths and shared spaces
SED SOFTWORKS
Nalive specimen rees
Sowcifeation 1 be onimed
Native wﬁg‘d ﬂnm
Native ungas(aey rl&dno

e

Meadow
Spacteation b be conmed

Attenuaton areas
ke 11 Fgireare T e sy

i e

AR

TOTAL SUDS

e sheilsflynn

Atemis - Land & Agriculture

mojicT

e
w

s
1 ao0@Al

Rickmans Green

Landscapa Masterplan

=y Pt tior  Dmxbo
s

Geas mw 463-PA-05 A

AP0z

Bk Houwn. High Soreet. Dechirg, Kirgs Lyms. Nerkh. PE) | ENH
i,

12 % rrior Kead Camzndgo CIb1 02
@tridgegshaiyracon

+44 (BTS2 (T)

wowww s heflsfyrn corm

Landscape Masterplan
Application Extent

... developing a coherent LVIA strategy
. initial mitigation thoughts

1-15to 20m wide screening boundary woodlands.
Mitigating impacts on recreational users of
footpaths and glamping site.

2 —understorey planting to existing trees .
Mitigating impacts on recreational users of the
footpaths.

3 —internal woodland belts (referencing historic
lost) breaking up development scale in horizon
impacts and linking existing tree groups.

4 —linear village green. This will be a very high
impact area impacting significantly on recreational
users of the footpaths and existing landscape
qualities. Can we reduce impacts by making sure
development is fronting positively from the south
but more enclosed, by woodland planting, to the
north.

Preserve long view corridors.

5 —15-20m wide screening boundary woodland.
Mitigating impacts in longer views from the south
and from Rickman’s Lane.

6 — where opportunities allow create internal
connecting corridors of native vegetation/trees in
order to break up the scale of the overall
development and reduce skyline impacts in longer
views.

7 — set back development with woodland groups.
Mitigating impacts on recreational users of the
footpath which is in close proximity to the north.

8 — protect the character of the lanes.

9 — how do we protect this finger of ancient
woodland as it will come under pressure



[ ssiinies Scoping the LVIA view points

Zone of Theoretical Visibilty (ZTV)
in the central area of the Site

Zone of Theoretical Visibilty (ZTV)
in the northeast area of the Site

Zone of Theoretical Visibilty (ZTV)
in the southwest area of the Site

|—N_‘£I Scoping viewpoints

O
(VIEW DOINts

Likely views with
whole: farm
‘davelopment

Cumuiative impact
(excluding the
access road)

This Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been
g using iall software and is set
at 1.6 m height visibility above ground level.

Tnis ZTV spin paint height Is positioned at the highest
point of the propesed buildings in the central area of the
Site and has been modeled using a target point on the
top of the roof of the building (53.5 mAOD)

This ZTV spin paint height is positioned at the highest
of the in the area of

the Site and has been modeled using a target point on
the top of the roaf of the building (49.5 mAOD)

This ZTV spin point height is positioned at the highest
point of the buildings in the area of
the Site and has been modeled using a target point on
the top of the roof of the building (53.5 mAOD)

This ZTV considers the screening effect of existing
woodland within a 10 km radius from spin point (approx.
15 m height)

©  Crown copyright, All rights reserved. 40013084
Sheils Flynn Google Licence - JCPMB8T1Z8S2M11

Rickmans Green, Billinghurst

sheilsflynn

Figure 6-5 Zone of Theoretical
Visibilty (ZTV)

494-FS-6-5

and extent of ZTV
... Site visit 19t May 2022
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Landscape Masterplan -
Mitigation Update

... mitigation strategy — further thoughts
following site visit on the 19t" May 2022

1-ideally we need more breath to the view, looking
north from the main footpath and bridleway? Perhaps
reviewing the alignment of the access route as shown
(1b) might assist?

2 — key to mitigation will be ensuring that we do not see
large areas of new housings from the surrounding
landscape. Woodland planting at these

locations will assist phase 1 mitigation in the shorter

term as well as serving to deliver the longer term masterplan
landscape strategies.

3 — consider establishing a new orchard (many have been
lost from the local landscape) adding depth of screening
to this sensitive footpath/bridleway corridor.

4 — perhaps worth noting also that from the south east
(elevated view 30) substantial screening of the
—development is currently provided by these very tall
yet relatively thin lines of conifers.
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Landscape Masterplan -
Mitigation Update

..initial phase 1 layout comments

—ideally we need more breath to the view, looking
north from the main footpath and bridleway? Perhaps
reviewing the alignment of the access route as shown
(1b) might assist?

2 — key to mitigation will be ensuring that we do not see
large areas of new housings from the surrounding
landscape. View 21 is a reminder that phase 1 will be
located on a relatively elevated part of the site likely
extensively visible in winter. Woodland planting at these
locations will assist phase 1 mitigation in the shorter

term as well as serving to deliver the longer term masterplan
landscape strategies.

4 — perhaps worth noting also that from the south east
(elevated view 30) substantial screening of the
development is currently provided by these very tall

yet relatively thin lines of conifers. Phase 1 in particular
may be relatively open in views if these were taken

down (as they are otherwise rather alien in the landscape).
This boundary is rather dark and oppressive in views

Other comments on the initial layout

SUDS & attenuation will be a key driver of character.

A landscape vision for phase 1 in the context of the
wider masterplan will be essential — phase 1 is also the
gateway to the whole village.

Where is the village centre — the farm?

Functionality and connectivity of the landscape corridors
needs to be considered.
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Landscape Masterplan - Mitigation Update

...initial phase 1 layout comments
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Landscape Masterplan - Mitigation Update

...initial phase 1 layout iterations & options
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Landscape Masterplan - Mitigation Update

...initial phase 1 layout comments




Landscape Masterplan - Mitigation Update

... linear landscape connections - local village precedents
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Landscape Masterplan -
Mitigation Update

...linear and connected landscapes
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Lovedon Fields

Site near-South-

Water In The Landscape
E‘?’ Areas of i

4 Areasof porous pavi

i P paving

Surface water drainage rills
Interlinked Rain Gardens
Dry swale with bridge crossings
SUDs landform (infiltration basins)

Green Infrastructure

Ridge and Furrow undulations in the Orchard A series of interlinked rain gardens along the Spine Road Boardwalks linking over the bioswale alongside the Grove Porous self binding grave! for boules & incidental play Surface water rills using dished or flat channels with kerbs Infiltration basins wathin the landscape Pianting within swales & rain gardens
that phytoremediate hydrecarbons
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South Downs National
Park: A Landscape-led
Approach to Design

Mark Waller-Gutierrez describes a unique place-based strategy

1

s defined by the government, the main purpose for a
National Park is ‘to conserve and enhance the natural

beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area’. Con-
trary to popular belief, South Downs National Park has a sizeable
population (110,000) and has a very busy planning authority
with constant development pressures which, if left unmanaged,
threaten the essential landscape character that is so attractive to
its visitors.
~ The South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local
~ Planis unusual in two respects. It requires that all development
- demonstrates positive ecosystem services impacts, and it
-emphasises that all new development should follow a landscape-
ledapproach to design.
- Tohelp planners to ensure that development follows this
‘approach, SDNPA specialists in urban design, landscape and
lilt heritage work closely together with planning colleagues
sessing and trying to improve planning applications. For
developers, applicants and their consultants who are used to
Siness as usual outside the National Park, where the political
sure for housing can collide with design quality objectives,

L landscape-led approach to design demands a steep learning
cury

ITIONS OF LANDSCAPE
ome, the first hurdle is to understand that the European
tion definition of landscape is what is important, and
- green bits around and between buildings. Landscape is
as ‘An area perceived by people whose character is the
fthe action and interaction of natural and/or human
09). As the draft SDNPA Design Guide says: ‘Land-
much wider in scope than simply the green elements:
s of everything, including buildings and townscape in

1 A CGl looking along
the east-west coppice
woodland green

link. Image by PLUS

Architecture

settlements, which comes together to
produce the distinctive sense of place the
South Downs National Park was desig-
nated to conserve and enhance.’

With this in mind, it becomes easier
to see that the lines between urban design
and landscape design are blurred. The vil-
lages or farmsteads looked down from the
top of the South Downs Way are an essen-
tial part of the landscape, just as much
as the field patterns, rivers and hills,
and the four towns of Petersfield, Lewes,
Petworth and Midhurst. The visual, his-
toric, cultural and physical connections
(for both people and wildlife) back into
the open farmed and forested landscape
from the streets in the centres and edges
of these towns and villages, root them in
the landscape and help to inform urban
design objectives for new development.

This landscape-led approach to design
can also translate as the more familiar
concept for urban designers of good
contextual design, but with the added
dimension that the wider context is the
nationally designated landscape, of which
every site in the South Downs National
Park forms a part. There should bea
logical process drawn from the evidence
gleaned about the site and its landscape
which informs the design evolution. Cen-
tral to this is the landscape strategy.

URBAN DESIGN — SPRING 2022 — ISSUE 162

38 TOPIC

LANDSCAPE-LED DESIGN PROCESS FOR LARGE

DEVELOPMENTS

Materiality, scale, form, settlement pattern and how native
vegetation blurs urban edges with the countryside, all contribute
to the landscape character of South Downs settlements. For new
development to conserve and enhance and make positive new
contributions to this protected landscape, urban design, archi-
tecture and landscape design need to work together.

This does not mean that traditional architectural styles are
always the best way to get planning permission. The emphasis is
on quality rather than style, and the 2019 South Downs Design
Award winners can attest to a pleasing mix of traditional and
contemporary architecture. One good recent example of a design
outcome which demonstrates the landscape-led approach is

‘ an as yet unbuilt development of 210 new homes, with a café,

small commercial unit and community hub, promoted by Comer
Homes on a brownfield, mostly redundant commercial Syngenta
site about a mile outside the West Sussex village of Fernhurst.

Had this site been located on the edge of Fernhurst, a very
different emphasis would have resulted from applying the
landscape-led approach. A greater focus on the unique character
of Fernhurst informing the design of the development, the need
for new development to knit well physically and psychologically
with the existing settlement would have been likely. The gravi-
tational pull of tradition would quite understandably have been
difficult to resist for both the developer and the authority, prob-
ably resulting in a scale and massing of buildings and settlement
pattern following parameters and patterns already established in
the village. A more traditional architectural style may also have
been a safer option in such a location.

But the site is physically separate from the village. Itis also
largely enclosed by the surrounding topography, mature trees
and woodland. Part of the landscape character of the siteis
therefore its relative isolation and self-contained nature. A very
large commercial building is also being retained in its current
use. All of these factors have led to greater freedom in whata
landscape-led approach might mean in this case. The distinctive-
ness of the site’s landscape character has outweighed the more
common characteristics of this part of the South Downs land-
scape, including a more organic settlement pattern with a large
proportion of detached properties on generous plots.

The freedom to experiment with more efficient buil
forms and layout has allowed the proposed scheme to create

URBAN DESIGN — SPRING 2022 — ISSUE 162

2 Masterplan showing
north-south green links,
east-west coppice

link, the turnpike

road footpath, village
green and reinstated
fiver, all leading the

nent layout,
Image by Terra Firma

more generous green and blue infra-
structure, and a greater emphasis on
communally experienced open space. The
achievement of the latter has helped to
justify a greater building density, usually
found in more urban contexts, and the
reliance on more creative private outdoor
spaces, such as internal courtyards,
balconies and roof terraces instead of
traditional rear gardens.

The landscape-led approach consid-
ered the historical and retained landscape
patterns that relate to the site. Historic
mapping showed thickly wooded field
boundaries (shaws) running ¢ast-west and
north-south which connected to ancient
woodland, typical of the Low Weald; the
course of the small river culverted in
the last century; and, the course of the
ancient turnpike road, now superseded.
The direction from the authority and the
dedicated South Downs Design Review
Panel was that a successful scheme would
need to incorporate and celebrate these
local landscape characteristics. In addi-
tion, the development should work with
the significant level changes (with steep
drops in places and around 15m level
difference from west to east) to inform .
the sustainable drainage strategy and finy
ways of reducing the visual impact of ¢af
parking areas.

The landscape strategy recreates
north-south green links connecting (¢
existing mature trees on the northert :
boundary across the site, with the ancie"
woodland to the south. The main char®®
ter of these green links will be analoEo®
to the shaws identified as historically .
characteristic, the conservation of whic
is important as they harbour many
ancient woodland species and provide
connectivity and resilience for peoP'®
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House Type B.4 560 CCURTHRDHOUSE
(3 uss Flout Ares | 1B7 m2
3 Storeys

2 Numerous roof
terraces, internal
courtyard gardens
and balconies provide
private amenity space.
Image by PLUS
Architecture
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3

such as clay roof tiles, red brick, flint and
timber cladding.

A potential blight on the quality of the
residential environment was the visual
impact of cars serving over 200 dwellings
in relatively densely built areas. The solu-
tion was to put all cars serving the flats
underground, taking advantage of the
existing level differences across the site
and tucking most cars serving the houses
between or behind the buildings.

Another important piece of evidence
about this site and this part of West Sus-
sex is its relative tranquillity. To retain
this character it was important that the
masterplan allowed fora completely
undeveloped part of the site atits eastern
end, adjacent to ancient woodland
outside the planning application’s red line
boundary. The firstand last aspect of the
landscape-led approach is the need to
respond to the climate change emergency-
The scheme will achieve operational zero-
carbon status througha combination of
Passivhaus certification for eleven of the
homes, good levels of fabric efficiency for
the remainder, biomass heating systems
for houses and, extensive rooftop solar

panels.

COLLABORATION

A landscape-led approach s much more
likely to be successful if the applicant’s
consultants are given the freedom to
collaborate in a silo-busting manner and
where possible, the planning authority
can also engage with them across the pro-
fessions. In this case the Jandscape team
and the authority’s landscape specialist,
along with the urban designers on both
sides, had key roles in developing the
landscape strategy. This determined the
development parcels and street pattern
before the architecture was even consid-
ered. Designing blue infrastructure also
required collaboration with ecologists,
engineers and landscape designers, (o
maximise the opportunities for multi-
functional sustainable drainage systems
and the restoration of the culverted river.
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A watershed moment was when a
1 resistant a
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running along the middle of it and this would brlil nega i

rchitect was per-

:‘e’st:;uc, amepity and ecological benefits, and
enhanced distinctiveness to the street, b
for a community focus, 23
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DESIGN OUTCOMES

The following design outcormies have been
the result of the landscape-led approach
in this case:

@ alayout determined by topography,
hydrology and ecology, with the aim of
maximising green and blue infrastructure
® a green infrastructure (here locally
native woodland) determined by whatis
locally characteristic i

@ a layout reflecting the sile’s history,
both man-made (the route of theold
toll road and the village green inspired
by local precedents), natural (the resur-
rected river) and semi-natural (the tradi-
tion of shaws connecting woodland along
field boundaries)

® an architectural style determined
partly by the distinctive, separate nature
of the site and the building materials
selected by the evidence of what was
traditional to the area.

This last point, together with the use
of locally characteristic roof pitches
and repeated gables, ensured that the
modern architectural language was more
acceptable to the traditionally minded,
as the materials related to this part of
}Nest Sussex. The recognition of the local
importance of tranquillity and dark night
skies was important, as was the more
universal need to reduce the impacts of
development on the climate.

Construction has not started on sit€
yetand as with any permission, there s
always the potential for a change 0f €™
cumstances for the applicant or a transfer
of ownership, both of which could lead to
requests to vary the permission detailsor
to a wholesale resubmission. In that ¢3¢
the authority could still point toitS Local
Plan policies which include the need f
design of the site to follow a landscap® e
approach. @

Mark Waller-Gutierrez, Lead Specialist South
Downs National Park Authority




