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ABC0029/08.02 
  

Planning Policy Team  
Chichester District Council  

East Pallant House  
Chichester  

West Sussex  
PO19 1TY  

 
 

 
17 March 2023 

 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

 

Chichester Local Plan 2021-2039 – Proposed Submission Version  
Andrew Black Consulting on behalf of Obsidian Strategic 
 
I write in response to the regulation 19 consultation version of the Chichester Local Plan 2021-

2039 on behalf of my client Obsidian Strategic.  

Obsidian Strategic have an interest in a site to the South of Main Road, in Hermitage, within 

the Southbourne Neighbourhood Plan Area. Further details in relation to the site are set out 

within the appendices of these representations and referred to throughout.  

Housing Requirement  

The identified housing need for Chichester District Council (CDC) as calculated by the standard 

method is 638 dwellings per annum (dpa). However, the local plan only seeks to provide 575 

dpa or a total supply of 10,350 over the plan period (2021-2039). As result the proposed 

strategy represents an under supply of 1,134 over the plan period. Furthermore, the 

undersupply means that CDC is unable to accommodate the unmet arising from the South 

Downs National Park.   

In recent years CDC has not been able to demonstrate a five year housing land supply nor has 

it delivered housing against the requirements of the Housing Delivery Test. It is therefore 

important that the unmet need is made up within the early part of the plan period.  

Paragraph 5.2 of the plan states that the under supply is due to constraints across the district 

particularly the capacity of the A27.  

Policy H1 (Meeting Housing Needs) sets out the housing target of 10,350 dwellings to be 

delivered over the plan period 2021-2039. Considering the existing commitments, allocations 
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and permissions this gives a remaining figure without planning permission of 3,056 homes for 

allocation in the Local Plan.  

Strategic Allocations  

Policy H2 of the reg 19 plan sets out the following strategic site allocations which are carried 

forward from the 2015 Local Plan: 

 

Table 11 of the latest Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) (produced in November 2022) show 

the progress of delivery from these allocations: 

 

Table 12 of the AMR sets out the progress of the large sites towards future delivery as follows:  
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The Housing Trajectory as set out in Appendix E of the Local Plan shows delivery of the existing 

allocations as set out under policy H2. Given that the Land at Shopwyke (A7) and the Land at 

Westhampnett/North-East Chichester (A9) already have permission for the number of 

dwellings in the allocation and construction has already started, there is no objection to the 

predicted levels of delivery as set out in the trajectory.  

However, the housing trajectory sets out delivery from the Land West of Chichester (Phase 2) 

(A6) and Tangmere SDL as follows:  

 

 West of Chichester (dpa)  Tangmere (dpa)   
2022/23 0 0 

2023/24 0 0 

2024/25 0 0 

2025/26 0 0 

2026/27 0 25 

2027/28 118 150 

2028/29 118 160 

2029/30 118 160 

2030/31 118 160 

2031/32 118 160 

2032/33 118 160 

2033/34 118 160 

2034/35 24 100 

2035/36 0 65 

2036/37 0 0 

2037/38 0 0 

2038/39 0 0 

  

Given that neither of these sites have outline permission then the delivery of units from both 

sites in a little over 5 years from the adoption of the plan is considered wholly unachievable. 

CDC has presented no evidence to justify how this timeframe would be achieved and it is 

considered that the trajectory is unreliable as a result.  
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The Local Plan sets out a Broad Location for Development at Southbourne which would be 

delivered through either the Neighbourhood Plan process or a Site Allocation DPD:  

 

The Housing Trajectory as set out in appendix E of the Local Plan sets out the following delivery 

from this site: 

 A13 (dpa)  
2022/23 0 

2023/24 0 

2024/25 0 

2025/26 0 

2026/27 0 

2027/28 0 

2028/29 50 

2029/30 100 

2030/31 100 
2031/32 100 
2032/33 100 

2033/34 100 

2034/35 100 

2035/36 100 

2036/37 100 

2037/38 100 

2038/39 100 

 

Given that policy A13 remains as a ‘broad area for development’ it is not considered that there 

is adequate justification for the trajectory as set out.  Notwithstanding the effectiveness of 

allocating a site in this way, an exact location for the housing is yet to be defined, nor is 

delivery through the neighbourhood plan/DPD confirmed (further details on this is set out 

within the reps).  Until a more detailed site can be defined and delivery confirmed it is not 

considered that CDC is able to guarantee delivery of dwellings in the housing trajectory as it 

has done so within the plan.  
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Non-Strategic Parish Housing Requirements  

Policy H3 sets out the following housing requirements from individual parishes.  

 

The supporting text of policy H3 sets out that if draft neighbourhood plans making provision 
for at least the minimum housing numbers of the relevant area have not made demonstrable 
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progress the council will allocate sites for development within a development plan document 
in order to meet the requirements of this Local Plan. 

Table 13 of AMR identifies that there has been historically poor delivery of net housing 

completions from parishes:   

 

The overall strategy as set out by CDC in the plan is highly dependent on the delivery of 

housing from Neighbourhood Plan areas. Whilst this approach is not un-sound in itself, it is 

considered that the plan in its current form allows for little mitigation or alternatives should 

delivery not come forward in the neighbourhood plan areas.  
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In order for the plan to be considered positively prepared and justified it is recommended that 

additional wording is added to policy H3 to state that individual applications can come forward 

on sustainable sites outside of existing settlement boundaries in parishes should delivery not 

come forward within the first five years of the plan period. Priority should be given to any sites 

already identified within draft versions of Neighbourhood Plans.  

Southbourne  

As set out, the Local Plan proposes a ‘Broad Location for Development’ at Southbourne for 

the delivery of 1,050 dwellings. This approach follows the withdrawal of the previously draft 

version of Neighbourhood Plan after it was found not to comply with basis conditions 

following examination in early 2022.  Southbourne Parish Council is now pursuing a revised 

Neighbourhood Plan which has been submitted to CDC for a regulation 16 consultation. 

Obsidian previously responded to the regulation 14 consultation in late 2022 and these are 

appended to these representations.  

The revised Southbourne Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to allocate any new housing 

allocations and instead takes a protectionist stance against any new development as an 

interim position whilst the Local Plan is prepared. However, once the Neighbourhood Plan is 

made, it would form part of the development plan for CDC. It is highly likely that a made 

Neighbourhood Plan in the form currently proposed by Southbourne would make the 

allocation of additional housing in the parish less likely rather than more likely.   

The Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as prepared for the regulation 19 of the Local Plan sets out 

the proposed approach to Southbourne as follows:  

3.1.   With the decision of Southbourne Parish Council to no longer proceed with the 
inclusion of a strategic allocation in their neighbourhood plan, the Council considered 
three options for taking forward development in Southbourne, namely:  

• Option 1 - redistribute the housing number elsewhere  
• Option 2 - allocate a strategic site  
• Option 3 - identify a Broad Location for Development  

The SA goes on to set out the reason for option 1, for redistributing the housing number 

elsewhere, being discounted as follows:  

3.2.   As set out in the Housing Background Paper, the preferred spatial strategy is to focus 
the majority of growth at Chichester and the east west corridor, with a focus on the 
Settlement Hubs within the corridor. To redistribute the housing number to other parts 
of the plan area would not be consistent with the preferred spatial strategy nor 
reflective of the role of Southbourne as one of the more sustainable locations in the 
plan area capable of delivering strategic scale development. The ability to redistribute 
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the number to other locations within the east/west corridor is also severely limited due 
to infrastructure constraints (impact on A27 junctions) or environmental restrictions 
(wastewater treatment capacity). For these reasons, Option 1 was discounted.  

Whilst it is accepted that the redistribution of the entire requirement of 1,050 homes would 

be problematic, it is considered that CDC should have tested the allocation of other alternative 

sites such as that at Main Road, Hermitage and other suitable alternative sites.   

The SA goes on to set out consideration of option 2 as follows:   

3.3.   In order to allocate a site in a Local Plan, it needs to have gone through a rigorous 
process to ensure that the Council can demonstrate that the allocated site is suitable, 
given reasonable alternatives, and is based on proportionate evidence. Given there is 
more than one site or combination of sites that could come forward as an allocation 
in Southbourne, a clear process setting out for why one site was chosen over another 
would be needed, informed by site specific technical information.  

This is correct and it is therefore not accepted that an approach to allocate a broad area for 

development would be robust, deliverable or effective. The SA goes on to state:  

3.5.   The allocation of a strategic site at Southbourne would also be a significant change in 
approach at a late stage of the Local Plan preparation process. The additional 
technical evidence that would need to be undertaken to justify a Local Plan allocation 
at this stage would impact significantly in terms of delay to the finalisation of the 
Regulation 19 Local Plan and its subsequent submission to the Secretary of State for 
examination. For these reasons Option 2 was discounted.  

This provides further weight to the position set out within these representations that the 

expectation of delivery from the ‘broad area’ at Southbourne is overly ambitious and it is clear 

there is significant technical work to undertake on the delivery of homes from the allocation 

as part of the future plan making process.  

The SA goes on to set out the justification of option 3 as follows:  

3.6.   The identification of a BLD is consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). Paragraph 68 states that for years 6 -10 of the plan, local authorities should 
through their planning policies identify a supply of ‘specific, developable sites or broad 
locations for growth’.  

3.7.   There is no definition of ‘broad locations’ in national policy. It is generally taken to be 
an area within which housebuilding could reasonably be expected to take place based 
on the availability of land having regard to the Housing and Economic Land Availability 
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Assessment (HELAA). A BLD does not have a specific geographic location or physical 
boundary. Areas are identified as broad locations because at that stage it is not yet 
possible to identify the precise boundaries of a site until further detailed site work has 
been done. By identifying a broad location gives flexibility and may increase the 
prospect of appropriate and effective growth i.e. where there is some doubt as to the 
most effective site boundary could prevent growth coming forward or prevent the 
most sustainable solution. However, a broad location might be expected to 
accommodate a significant amount of development; in some cases a single site may 
be of a sufficient size to accommodate all of the potential development or a number 
of sites that abut other sites may be considered together.  

This is not considered a rational approach to take. Whilst there is no definition of ‘broad 

location’ within national policy it is considered that the words ‘specific’ and ‘developable’ 

must be taken at their basic meaning and indeed as set out in the glossary of the framework. 

It is not considered that the allocation of such a large area for a ‘broad location’ would be 

specific, effective or justified against the tests of soundness in the NPPF.  

The allocation of Southbourne under policy A13 would represent over 10% of the total 

housing delivery in the plan. This is considered too significant to leave to a broad location for 

development.  

As set out, Southbourne Parish Council is already at advanced stages of a revised 

Neighbourhood Plan which does not include the allocation of any of the development parcel 

envisaged under policy A13. In terms of delivery through the Site Allocations DPD, the 

timetable for this is set out within the most recent Local Development Scheme (January 2023) 

which sets out the following:  

 

Key Milestones  Dates   
Approval of Site Allocation DPD for consultation   Spring 2025 

Consultation on Site Allocation DPD (Reg 18)  Spring 2025  

Approval for Statutory Public Consultation on Site 

Allocation DPD (Publication)  

Spring 2026 

Statutory Public Consultation on Site Allocation DPD 

(Reg 19) (Publication)  

Spring 2026  

Submission to Secretary of State  Summer 2026  

Examination Hearings  Autumn 2026 

Adoption (anticipated)  Winter 2026/2027 
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As set out, the housing trajectory assumes delivery of dwellings from the allocation at 

Southbourne in 2028/29. Given that the Site Allocation DPD would not be delivered until 

Winter 26/27 at the earliest, and the delivery through the Neighbourhood Plan has been 

discounted by the progression of a NP without the allocation, then the deliverability of any 

development at Southbourne remains wholly unjustified within the plan period.  

The SA goes on to set out the approach to alternative sites in Southbourne Parish as follows:  

4.3.   The 2021 HELAA assessed 41 sites in Southbourne Parish (see Appendix 1). Of these, 
18 sites were discounted because the site either had planning permission/were under 
construction (five sites); it was within the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) (eight sites); there was insurmountable access issues (two 
sites); it was in Flood Zone 3 (one site); or there was a legal restriction on the site use 
(in this case a Section 106 Agreement restricting use to open space) (two sites). These 
sites were not considered further for inclusion within the BLD.  

The land at Main Road was one of the sites discounted due to being located in the AONB. For 

the reasons set out within subsequent sections of these representation, it is not considered 

that it was necessary to discount sites within the AONB as other councils have taken the 

decision to use such sites to meet housing need and not considered the AONB as an absolute 

constraint.   

Specialist Accommodation for Older People  

Para 5.41 of the regulation 19 of the Plan sets out the following:  

The Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA) 2022 estimates the 
greatest population increase in the district by 2039 to be those in age groups 75 and over. To 
support an ageing population there should be provision of suitable housing options for the 
differing needs of individuals, including: 

• Sufficient adaptable and/or accessible market housing stock so that those wishing to 
remain in their own homes can do so as their needs change. 

• Smaller homes, for those wishing to downsize, and bungalows. 
• Extra care housing, for those able to live relatively independently but requiring on-site 

support. 
• Care homes, for those needing additional support. 

Table 8.1 of the HEDNA sets out the current population breakdown for separate groups over 

65 and demonstrates that CDC has a significantly higher percentage in all age groups over 65 

than the average in West Sussex, the South East or England:  
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Policy 8.12 of the HEDNA goes on to set out the need for different groups as follows:  

 

The HEDNA sets out the following commentary in this regard: 

8.41 It can be seen by 2039 there is an estimated need for between 2,131 and 2,872 

additional dwellings with support or care across the whole study area. In addition, there is 

a need for 429-800 additional nursing and residential care bedspaces.  

8.42 Typically for bedspaces it is conventional to convert to dwellings using a standard 

multiplier (1.80 bedspaces per dwelling for older persons accommodation) and this would 

therefore equate to around 238-445 dwellings.  

8.43 In total, the older persons analysis points towards a need for around 2,369-3,317 units 

over the 2021-39 period (132-184 per annum) – the older person need equates to some 

17-24% of all homes needing to be some form of specialist accommodation for older 

people. 
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Given the significant need for Specialist Housing Accommodation across the district it is vital 

that this is planned for adequately within the emerging Local Plan. The Planning Practice 

Guidance sets out why it is important to plan for housing needs of older people as follows:  

The need to provide housing for older people is critical. People are living longer lives and the 
proportion of older people in the population is increasing. In mid-2016 there were 1.6 million 
people aged 85 and over; by mid-2041 this is projected to double to 3.2 million. Offering older 
people a better choice of accommodation to suit their changing needs can help them live 
independently for longer, feel more connected to their communities and help reduce costs to 
the social care and health systems. Therefore, an understanding of how the ageing 
population affects housing needs is something to be considered from the early stages of 
plan-making through to decision-taking. 

Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 63-001-20190626 Revision date: 26 June 2019 

The PPG goes onto state how housing requirements of such groups should be addressed in 

plans:  

Plan-making authorities should set clear policies to address the housing needs of groups with 
particular needs such as older and disabled people. These policies can set out how the plan-
making authority will consider proposals for the different types of housing that these groups 
are likely to require. They could also provide indicative figures or a range for the number of 
units of specialist housing for older people needed across the plan area throughout the plan 
period. 

Paragraph: 006 Reference ID: 63-006-20190626 Revision date: 26 June 2019 

Policy H8 states:  

All housing sites over 200 units, including those allocated in this plan, will be required to 
provide specialist accommodation for older people to include a support or care component. 
The specific type and amount of accommodation required will depend on the size and location 
of the site. 
 
Proposals for specialist housing, such as homes for older people, student, HMOs or essential 
worker accommodation, and other groups requiring specifically designed accommodation will 
be supported where the following criteria are met: 
 

1) There is an identified need; 
2) It will not lead to a concentration of similar uses in an area that would be detrimental 

to the character or function of an area and / or residential amenity; 
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3) It is in close proximity to everyday services, connecting by safe and suitable walking / 
cycling routes or public transport for the intended occupier; 

4) It can be demonstrated that the development is designed to provide the most 
appropriate types of support for the target resident; 

5) It can be demonstrated that revenue funding can be secured to maintain the long-
term viability of the scheme (if relevant to the type of accommodation proposed); and 

6) The scheme is supported by the relevant agencies (if relevant to the accommodation 
type to be provided). 

 
Proposals which may result in the loss of specialist needs accommodation will not be permitted 
unless it can be demonstrated that there is no longer a need for such accommodation in the 
plan area, or alternative provision is being made available locally through replacement or new 
facilities. 
 

Whilst this approach goes some way to addressing the care needs it is felt that the policy lacks 

effectiveness and should take a far more constructive and positive approach to the provision 

of housing for older people.  

The wide range of different housing typologies is set out within the Planning Practice Guidance 

as follows:  

• Age-restricted general market housing: This type of housing is generally for 
people aged 55 and over and the active elderly. It may include some shared 
amenities such as communal gardens, but does not include support or care 
services. 

• Retirement living or sheltered housing: This usually consists of purpose-built flats 
or bungalows with limited communal facilities such as a lounge, laundry room and 
guest room. It does not generally provide care services, but provides some support 
to enable residents to live independently. This can include 24 hour on-site 
assistance (alarm) and a warden or house manager. 

• Extra care housing or housing-with-care: This usually consists of purpose-built or 
adapted flats or bungalows with a medium to high level of care available if 
required, through an onsite care agency registered through the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC). Residents are able to live independently with 24 hour access to 
support services and staff, and meals are also available. There are often extensive 
communal areas, such as space to socialise or a wellbeing centre. In some cases, 
these developments are known as retirement communities or villages - the 
intention is for residents to benefit from varying levels of care as time progresses. 

• Residential care homes and nursing homes: These have individual rooms within a 
residential building and provide a high level of care meeting all activities of daily 
living. They do not usually include support services for independent living. This type 
of housing can also include dementia care homes. 
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[Paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 63-010-20190626].  

It is considered that a residential care home (including housing for dementia needs) could be 

developed on the Land South of Main Road without causing harm to the AONB and this would 

provide for a clear need within the village whilst also providing employment to local workers.  

Development in AONB  

The NPPF sets out the following in relation to development in the AONB at paragraph 172 as 

follows:  

Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in 
National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest 
status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and enhancement of wildlife 
and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these areas, and should be given 
great weight in National Parks and the Broads. The scale and extent of development within 
these designated areas should be limited. Planning permission should be refused for major 
development55

 

other than in exceptional circumstances, and where it can be demonstrated 
that the development is in the public interest. Consideration of such applications should include 
an assessment of:  

a)   the need for the development, including in terms of any national considerations, and 
the impact of permitting it, or refusing it, upon the local economy;  

b)   the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the designated area, or meeting the 
need for it in some other way; and  

c)   any detrimental effect on the environment, the landscape and recreational 
opportunities, and the extent to which that could be moderated  

Footnote 55 of paragraph 172 is relevant for the consideration of what is considered as major 

development and states:  

For the purposes of paragraphs 172 and 173, whether a proposal is ‘major development’ is a 
matter for the decision maker, taking into account its nature, scale and setting, and whether 
it could have a significant adverse impact on the purposes for which the area has been 
designated or defined. 

No evidence is set out within the Local Plan or supporting evidence base to state what is 

considered to be a major development site in the district. Neither the Chichester Harbour 
AONB: State of the AONB Report (May 2018) or the Chichester Harbour AONB Landscape 
Character Assessment (April 2019) contain any references to what is considered to constitute 

a major development.  
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This is a matter which has been considered at length within other Local Plan examinations. As 

part of the evidence for its Local Plan, the South Downs National Park sought successive legal 

opinions from James Maurici QC on what should be considered as ‘Major Development’ in the 

AONB and have subsequently become widely known as the ‘Maurici Opinions’ in other Local 

Plan examinations. The opinions set out the following conclusions:  

• It is a matter of planning judgement to be decided by the decision maker.  
• Major development is to be given its ordinary meaning, and it would be wrong to apply 

the definition of major development contained within the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. It would also be wrong 
to apply any set or rigid criteria for defining major development, and the definition 
should not be restricted to development  
proposals that raise issues of national significance.  

• The decision maker may consider whether the proposed development has the  
potential to cause a significant adverse impact on the purposes for which the area has 
been designated or defined, rather than whether there will indeed be a significant 
adverse impact from the proposed development.  

• The decision maker may consider the proposed development in its local context as a 
matter of planning judgement.  

• There may be other considerations but which may not determine whether a proposed 
development is major development. For example, if the proposed development is 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development.  

• The ordinary sense of the word ‘major’ is important and the decision maker should 
take a common sense view as to whether the proposed development could be 
considered major development.  
 

In the Mid Sussex District Council Site Allocations DPD Evidence Base there is a topic paper 

setting out consideration of Major Development in the AONB and concludes that several of 

the allocations, in some cases up to 70 dwellings, would not be classed as major development 

in the AONB following a detailed review of each of the factors as set out in footnote 55 of the 

NPPF against each proposed allocation. 

It is considered that this approach should have been undertaken for each of the individual 

sites discounted in the Local Plan (including Main Road, Hermitage), rather than simply 

discounting on the sole fact that they were in the AONB.   

Sustainability Appraisal  

The legal frameworks for SAs are set out within section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 which states that the authority must prepare a plan with the objective of 
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development. Moreover, the requirements of 

the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 states that SAs 
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must ensure that the potential environmental effects are given full consideration alongside 

social and economic issues.  

It is not considered that the council has given full consideration to all effects nor are the 

conclusions of the SA in respect of those impacts robust and logical.  

Paragraph 32 of the framework goes on to state that the SA should demonstrate how the plan 
has addressed relevant economic, social and environmental objectives (including opportunities 
for net gains). Significant adverse impacts on these objectives should be avoided and, wherever 
possible, alternative options which reduce or eliminate such impacts should be pursued. Where 
significant adverse impacts are unavoidable, suitable mitigation measures should be proposed 
(or, where this is not possible, compensatory measures should be considered).  

The SA sets out whether it was reasonable to explore higher growth scenarios as follows:  

5.2.12  As discussed above, the PPG on Housing and Economic Needs Assessment sets out 
reasons for providing for ‘above LHN’ through local plans, referring to situations where 
there are “growth strategies for the area... (e.g. Housing Deals); strategic 
infrastructure improvements that are likely to drive an increase in [need]; or an 
authority agreeing to take on unmet need from neighbouring authorities...” Also, 
affordable housing needs can serve as a reason for considering setting the housing 
requirement at a figure above LHN, with the PPG stating: “An increase in the total 
housing figures included in the plan may need to be considered where it could help 
deliver the required number of affordable homes.”  

5.2.13  However, in the Chichester context there is little or no argument for exploring 
scenarios whereby the housing requirement is set at a figure above LHN, given the 
issues discussed above at paragraph 5.2.11. Unmet housing needs are a widespread 
issue across the sub-region, but there is no realistic potential to provide for unmet 
housing needs within Chichester. At the time of the Preferred Approach consultation 
(2018/19), the proposal was to provide for both locally arising housing needs in full 
and a proportion of the unmet needs arising from the SDNP (41 dpa). Also, it is noted 
that the SA report published as part of the consultation considered scenarios – 
considered to be ‘reasonable’ at that point in time – that would see the housing 
requirement set at figures significantly above LHN (800 dpa and 1,000 dpa were 
tested). However, at the current time, in light of the latest available evidence, 
scenarios involving setting the housing requirement at a figure above LHN can be 
safely ruled out as unreasonable.  

It is not considered that a figure at or above the LHN would be considered unreasonable and 

that this matter has not been given full consideration (as per the requirements of the SA 

regulations), particularly in regard to the social impacts of not meeting housing need in full.  
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Appendix V of the SA sets out commentary in regard to Parish Scenarios. This sets out the 

following in relation to Southbourne (with emphasis added):  

With regards to the extent of the broad location, this matter is considered fairly uncontentious 
(for the current purposes of arriving at reasonable growth scenarios). Specifically, the proposal 
is to identify an area of search that includes developable HELAA sites that relate relatively well 
to the Southbourne settlement edge and avoid the Strategic Wildlife Corridor associated with 
the Ham Brook, also naturally mindful of the need to maintain a landscape gap to settlements 
within Chidham and Hambrook Parish, to the east. It is important to note that the total 
theoretical capacity of developable HELAA sites within this broad area is far in excess of the 
number of homes that would need delivered under any reasonably foreseeable scenario.  

The broad location provides flexibility to identify a detailed allocation either through a Site 
Allocations Plan or, should the Parish Council wish to do so, a revised Southbourne Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan. Site selection considerations will likely include: transport and access 
(including mindful of links to the train station and by car to Portsmouth); accessibility and 
community infrastructure (mindful of the secondary school, recreation ground and 
employment area at the western edge of the village); heritage (e.g. there is a historic rural 
lane to the east, associated with two listed buildings), topography and landscape (including 
any visual links to the SDNP and/or the AONB) and the potential to secure a strategic scheme 
that delivers more than just new market homes, and potentially significant ‘planning gain’ for 
the local community.  

With regards to the number of homes that should be supported, there is logic to further 
exploring the scale of growth that was previously considered through the now withdrawn 
Southbourne NP, and it is not clear that there is an argument for considering lower growth. 
Additionally, there is a clear argument for exploring the possibility of higher growth, to ensure 
a suitably comprehensive scheme, with a high level of ‘planning gain’.  

In conclusion, there are two scenarios for Southbourne Parish, namely completions, 
commitments and windfall plus either: 

1)  a broad location for 1,050 homes; or 

 2)  a broad location for ~1,500 homes.  

As set out, it is not considered that the SA has considered adequate reasonable alternatives 

to growth at Southbourne which would include allocation of sites elsewhere in the village 

including within the AONB that can deliver in the early part of the plan period.  
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Conclusions  

There are significant concerns on the soundness of the plan in terms of whether it is effective, 

justified, positively prepared or consistent with national policy in accordance with paragraph 

35 of the NPPF.  

It is not considered that the Council has justified the extent of the under supply of housing 

against the established housing need. There are significant concerns over the delivery of 

housing from the strategic allocations within the unjustified timescales as set out within the 

trajectory contained in the plan.  

The Council has not adequately considered reasonable alternatives through the Sustainability 

Appraisal as published alongside the plan which should have included consideration to the 

allocation of the site in order to deliver housing in the early part of the plan period.  

The plan fails to adequately consider the need for housing for older people, given that the 

population over 65 across CDC is significantly in excess of the average in the county, south 

east and county as a whole.  

CDC discounted all sites within the AONB, including the site at Main Road, Hermitage, at an 

early stage of the plan making process. This is not considered effective or consistent with 

national policy which does not class such sites as an absolute constraint. Other local 

authorities have allocated such sites in order to deliver the full objectively assessed needs.   

ABC will continue to make further representations on the deliverability of the site as part of 

the plan making progress.  

 

Yours Sincerely  

 

 

 

Andrew Black  

07775 912 653  

andrew@andrewblackconsulting.co.uk   
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MAIN ROAD, HERMITAGE 

Site Context 

The Site extends to 3.23 ha and is located along Main Road (A259), Hermitage in the west of 

the district. The Site falls within the parish of Southbourne, although it is more closely aligned 

to Emsworth to the west. The Site therefore sits within the Southbourne Neighbourhood Plan 

area and if allocated, would contribute to the requirement of 1,250 units set out in the Local 

Plan Review under policy AL13. 

The Site consists of a pasture field used as a paddock with access gained from the access road 

that runs along the western boundary. The Site is located adjacent to the settlement boundary 

of Hermitage and on the northernmost edge of the Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty ("AONB"). There are no other planning designations on the Site. 

There is a public right of way (ref no.203) that runs along the western boundary that connects 

to a public right of way (ref no.204) that runs along the southern boundary.  

Proposed Scheme  

A layout showing the indicative scheme proposed for the Site can be found in Appendix 1. The 

Site has a capacity for approximately 80 units providing a mix of 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed units. Each 

dwelling has private amenity space, and the proposal also benefits from significant open space 

within the centre of the Site and along both the southern and eastern boundaries within the 

landscape buffer. 

The Site is able to accommodate the 30% affordable housing requirement in the form of 

affordable rent, intermediate housing or starter homes as required and subject to viability. 

This will be in line with Policy S6 of the Local Plan Review. 

The layout seeks to create a development with a distinctive sense of place and high-quality 

living environment that responds appropriately to the Site’s location within the AONB. The 

Site provides sufficient open space in its centre, visible and accessible from the main entrance 

road and benefits from good access to public transport and local service provision.  

The scheme is capable of achieving an appropriate density, with a mix of dwellings reflective 

of the surrounding area and local need as set out within Policy DM2 of the Local Plan Review. 

The latest scheme for the site is submitted with these representations as appendix 1.   

AONB and Landscape Impacts 

The Site is located within the Chichester Harbour AONB. A preliminary Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment ("LVIA") has been undertaken to assess the potential impact of a scheme 

on the AONB and is submitted with these representations as appendix 2. As demonstrated in 

figure 1 of the LVIA, the Site is located on the northern edge of the AONB. 
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The Chichester Harbour AONB covers a significant area and is oriented towards protecting the 

harbour. As demonstrated in figure 1, the Site is removed from the harbour setting by way of 

its setting at the edge of the AONB. When compared to a site in the heart of the AONB, the 

impacts of development on the landscape are diminished. 

The LVIA demonstrates that no medium or long-distance views are anticipated to be 

significantly adversely affected through the development of the Site. The overall effect would 

be limited to the local landscape, and this would not be significant. A landscape-led approach 

has been taken in producing the initial masterplan which demonstrates that the distinctive 

features and natural beauty of the AONB will be conserved and enhanced. 

The Site benefits from existing mature trees and hedges around the boundary that currently 

give the Site an inward facing character and limit its direct contribution to the AONB. This 

existing planting screens views into the Site from the surrounding open landscape within the 

AONB and will therefore serve to restrict views of future development. The indicative 

masterplan (see Appendix 1) demonstrates additional landscape buffers that can be 

accommodated on the Site to further limit any potential impact. Through a landscape-led 

approach the Site can accommodate development which will integrate it into the wider 

landscape and will reinforce the setting of the genuinely open landscape, particularly to the 

east and south of the Site. 

Along the road frontage on the southern side of Main Road the settlement of Hermitage 

currently extends east towards Southbourne, beyond the Site’s eastern edge. There is a 

distinct gap between the settlements of Hermitage and Southbourne, south of Main Road, 

which comprises of a single open field, forming the landscape setting of both settlements. 

Given the existing development on the road frontage, the development to the north and the 

Site’s inward facing character, it is considered that development of the Site will not lead to 

actual or perceived coalescence between the two settlements.  

Whilst the Site is currently undeveloped, careful design of the location of the housing and its 

height (predominantly limited to two storeys), in addition to a landscape-led approach, will 

minimise the residual visual effects to be less than significant. The preliminary LVIA has 

demonstrated that development on the Site could be undertaken without giving rise to such 

wider and more telling effects, instead limiting this to comparatively limited and modest 

effects at a local level. Importantly, it also demonstrates that the ‘gap’ between Hermitage 

and Southbourne would be retained. 

Sustainable Patterns of Development  

The Site is located off Main Road and is directly adjacent to bus stops which provide frequent 

services to Portsmouth, Havant and Chichester. The site is also within close proximity to 

services and facilities within both Hermitage and Southbourne. Emsworth Train station is 
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located 1.6km from the site and Southbourne Train Station is approximately 1.4km. Both 

stations provide rail access to London, Southampton, Portsmouth and Brighton. 

Policy AL13 which sets the requirement for 1,250 units to be allocated within the Southbourne 

Neighbourhood Plan, states that sites should be 'well integrated with the existing settlement 

pattern'. The Site's location at the edge of the settlement boundary of Hermitage, the 

presence of built form directly north and its proximity to public transport links, makes it a 

sustainable site for residential development, in accordance with the Revised NPPF (2018) and 

Emerging Policy AL13. 
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Appendix	1	–	Site	Masterplan	
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 Enplan is a multi-disciplinary practice of planners, landscape architects and 

environmental consultants. Enplan were appointed in February 2018 by Obsidian 

Strategic SB Limited to undertake a preliminary landscape and visual impact appraisal of 

land at Hermitage, Emsworth (refer to Figure 1 in Appendix D fRU Whe VLWe¶V ORcaWLRQ) to 

inform on the implications on the visibility and landscape character of the proposed Site.   

 

1.2 This report sets out a preliminary assessment of the potential landscape and visual 

effects of developing the land for residential use at Hermitage. The report defines the 

existing landscape conditions, assesses the character and quality of the landscape and 

analyses the visual and landscape effects of the proposal. Within Section 2.0 a 

judgement is made concerning the separation of development of Hermitage and 

SRXWhbRXUQe aQd Whe UeWeQWLRQ Rf Whe µgaS¶. 

 
1.3 The baseline position against which this assessment has been undertaken is as per the 

current position on the ground. There are no extant planning permissions for the land.   

 

1.4 The Study Area for this assessment has been defined to incorporate all parts of the 

landscape that potentially may have a view of the proposals (referred to later in this 

chapter as the Zone of Theoretical Visibility or ZTV). 

 
1.5 Assessments undertaken within this appraisal have been undertaken in accordance with 

Whe 3Ud EdLWLRQ Rf µGXLdeOLQeV fRU LaQdVcaSe aQd VLVXaO IPSacW AVVeVVPeQW¶1 (GLVIA3). 

The assessment and landscape design work has been led by Richard Hodgetts BA Hons 

DipLA CMLI, Landscape Director of Enplan and a Chartered Landscape Architect with 

RYeU 27 \eaUV¶ e[SeULeQce.  

 
1.6 The Hermitage site is located on the south eastern edge of Hermitage to the south of the 

A259 called main Road. Running along the western boundary is an access road / public 

right of way (ref no. 203) leading to nos. 134 and 136 and the New Life Christian Centre 

For location and setting of the site in the urban context see Figure 1. The Site comprises 

of a pasture field used as a paddock with access gained from the access road that runs 

                                                        
1 Landscape Institute, Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition,17 April 2013 
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along the western boundary. In all the site amounts to around 3.23 Ha in area. The site is 

located within the Chichester Harbour AONB  
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2.0 LANDSCAPE RELATED PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 
2.1 This section describes the background of relevant national, regional and local planning 

policies, in so far as they relate to landscape matters, against which the development 

proposals will be determined. The site lies in countryside, immediately adjoining the 

south east of Hermitage. The Site is located within the Chichester Harbour AONB.  

National Planning Policy Framework:   

2.2 Policies in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2012, which relate to 
landscape are set out below:   

Paragraph 17: 

-  always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all 
existing and future occupants of land and buildings;  

- take account of the different roles and character of different areas, recognising the 
intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting thriving rural 
communities within it; 

Paragraph 58: 

-  respond to local character and history, and reflect the identity of local surroundings 
and materials, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation; 

- are visually attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping. 

Paragraph 61: 

- although visual appearance and the architecture of individual buildings are very 
important factors, securing high quality and inclusive design goes beyond 
aesthetic considerations. Therefore, planning policies and decisions should 
address the connections between people and places and the integration of new 
development into the natural, built and historic environment 

Paragraph 109: 

The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local  
environment by: 

- protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests 
and soils; 
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- recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

- minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where 
possible, contributing to the Government's commitment to halt the overall decline 
in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are 
more resilient to current and future pressures; 

- preventing both new and existing development from contributing to or being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of soil, 
air, water or noise pollution or land instability; and  

- remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and 
unstable land, where appropriate. 

Paragraph 113: 

Local planning authorities should set criteria based policies against which proposals for 
any development on or affecting protected wildlife or geodiversity Sites or landscape 
areas will be judged. Distinctions should be made between the hierarchy of international, 
national and locally designated Sites, so that protection is commensurate with their 
status and gives appropriate weight to their importance and the contribution that they 
make to wider ecological network. 

Planning Background 

2.3 The adopted development plan for Chichester District comprises the Chichester Local 
Plan: Key Policies 2014- 2029 (2015). With regard to designations, the following is 
relevant to landscape considerations, set out in further detail below:  

x The Promotion Site is within the Chichester Harbour AONB (Policy 43 of the 
Chichester Local Plan: Key Policies (2015)). 

The Council are currently undertaking a Local Plan Review, however, this is at an early 
stage and there are no emerging landscape policies at this time. The Local Plan Review 
is targeted for adoption in March 2020. 

Chichester Harbour AONB 

2.4 The Chichester Harbour AONB was designated in 1964 and, at 74km2, is the smallest 
AONB in the South East region. It is located on the south coast of England between the 
cities of Portsmouth and Chichester and straddles the boundary between the counties of 
Hampshire and West Sussex. Backed by the South Downs, the harbour is the 
easternmost of three natural harbours, namely Portsmouth, Langstone and Chichester 
and the only one designated as an AONB.  

Policy 43 of the Chichester District Local Plan: Key Policies states that: 
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³The imSacW Rf indiYidXal SURSRValV and WheiU cXmXlaWiYe effecW Rn ChicheVWeU 
Harbour AONB and its setting will be carefully assessed. Planning permission will 
be granted where it can be demonstrated that all the following criteria have been 
met:  

1. The natural beauty and locally distinctive features of the AONB are 
conserved and enhanced;  

2. Proposals reinforce and respond to, rather than detract from, the distinctive 
character and special qualities of the AONB;  

3. Either individually or cumulatively, development does not lead to actual or 
perceived coalescence of settlements or undermine the integrity or 
predominantly open and undeveloped, rural character of the AONB and its 
setting; and  

4. Is appropriate to the economic, social and environmental well-being of the 
area or is desirable for the understanding and enjoyment of the area 
(where this is consistent with the primary purpose of conserving and 
enhancing natural beauty); and  

5. The policy aims of the Chichester Harbour AONB Management Plan.  

Opportunities for remediation and improvement of damaged landscapes will be 
Waken aV Whe\ aUiVe.´ 

Additional guidance is set out in the Joint Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty SPD (2017). 

Natural Environment 

2.5 Policy 47 of the Chichester District Local Plan states that: 

Planning permission will be granted where it can be demonstrated that all the following 
criteria have been met:  

There is no adverse impact on:  

1. - The openness of the views in and around the coast, designated environmental 
areas and the setting of the South Downs National Park; and                                           
- The tranquil and rural character of the area.  

2. Development recognises distinctive local landscape character and sensitively      
contributes to its setting and quality;  
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3. Proposals respect and enhance the landscape character of the surrounding area 
and site, and public amenity through detailed design;  

4. Development of poorer quality agricultural land has been fully considered in 
preference to best and most versatile land; and  

5. The individual identity of settlements, actual or perceived, is maintained and the 
integrity of predominantly open and undeveloped land between settlements is not 
undermined.  

2.6 Policy 52 of the Chichester Local Plan (2015) expects development to contribute towards 
the provision of additional green infrastructure and protect and enhance existing green 
LQfUaVWUXcWXUe. IQ WeUPV Rf OaQdVcaSe, ³ZheUe aSSURSULaWe, Whe SURSRVaOV [VhRXOd] 
incorporate either improvements to existing trees, woodland, landscape features and 
hedgeV RU Whe UeVWRUaWLRQ, eQhaQcePeQW RU cUeaWLRQ Rf addLWLRQaO SURYLVLRQ/aUeaV.´ 

 
.  
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3.0 LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

Published Landscape Character Assessments 

3.1 The relevant published landscape character data and related assessments include the 
following:  

x National Character Area Profile: South Coast Plain (NCA 126)2; 

x The West Sussex County Council: A Strategy for the West Sussex Landscape 
(October 2005): South Coast Plain. Sheet SC5: Southbourne Coastal Plain  3.  

National Context  
 

3.2 At a national level the application site lies within National Character Area (NCA) 126 
South Coast Plain. The key characteristics, relevant to this assessment, are defined as: 

 

x The plain slopes gently southwards towards the coast. From the coastal 

plain edge there are long views towards the sea and the Isle of Wight 

beyond. 

x The underlying geology of flinty marine and valley gravels extends 

several miles inland to the dip slope of the South Downs and the South 

Hampshire Lowlands. This gives rise to deep and well-drained high quality 

soils. 

x In places, streams and rivers flow south from the higher land of the Downs to the 

sea. 

x CRaVWal inleWV and µhaUbRXUV¶ cRnWain a diYeUVe landVcaSe Rf naUURZ tidal creeks, 

mudflats, shingle beaches, dunes, grazing marshes and paddocks.  

x There are stretches of farmed land between developed areas, often 

with large arable fields defined by low hedges or ditches. 

 

x There are isolated remnants of coastal heath in the west. 

x Sand dune grasses and intertidal marsh communities are characteristic of 

                                                        
2 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk 
3 https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/landscape-and-environment/landscape-
character-assessment-of-west-sussex/ 
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the coastline, while small areas of species-rich meadow remain inland. 

x The coastline provides feeding grounds for internationally protected populations 

of overwintering waders and wildfowl and is also extensively used for 

recreation. 

x Along the exposed, open coastal plain and shoreline, tree cover is limited to 

isolated wind-sculpted woodlands and shelterbelts. 

x The area has significant urban development, with settlements along the 

coastline dominated by the Portsmouth conurbation, suburban villages 

and seaside towns including Bognor Regis, Littlehampton and Worthing 

linked by major road and rail systems. 

 

Regional and Borough Context  

3.3 In 2005 West Sussex County Council  published µA Strategy for the West Sussex 
Landscape¶ ZhLch ZaV baVed upon the Landscape Assessment of West Sussex (1995)   
This is supported by The Landscape Character Assessment and Land Management 
Guidelines for individual Landscape Character Areas within the county. The Site falls 
within South Coast Plan Sheet SC9 Southbourne Coastal Plain.    

3.4 The key characteristics, historic features, biodiversity, change , key issues and 

Landscape and Visual sensitivities of the character area relevant to the Site can be 

summarised as follows: 

Southbourne Coastal Plain (SC5): 

Key Landscape Characteristics: 
 

x Low lying flat open landscape. 

x  Long views to Chichester Harbour and to the distinctive spire of Chichester 

Cathedral. 

x Suburban settlement dominates the area. 

x Small towns, villages and road crossings hug the tops of inlets to Chichester 

Harbour. 

x Degraded tree and hedgerow framework. A low density of hedgerows and 

hedgerow trees with occasional shelterbelts. 

x Meandering rifes and drainage ditches. 

x Large-scale arable farming and market gardening. 

x Clusters of greenhouses. 

x Winterbourne chalk streams flow through this area. 
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x Frequent urban fringe influences of horse paddocks, agricultural and light 

industry. 

x Busy minor and major roads which also serve as bypasses. Minor roads run 

mainly north-south between the A259 and A27. 

x Narrow gaps of open land between Hermitage, Southbourne, Nutbourne and 

Chidham. The gaps between settlements provide important visual relief to the 

built up areas, although their landscape character is often poorly defined, with a 

degraded hedgerow network. 

x A few parts of this area retain elements of a smaller-scale, more varied 

landscape with quiet hamlets and traditional villages enclosed by small pastures. 

 
Historic Features: 
 
x Inlets, small waterways and ditches. 

x Few visible prehistoric monuments, apart from crop marks. 

x Large regular fields, mostly the product of Parliamentary enclosure. 

 

Biodiversity: 

 

x Semi-natural habitats are scarce due to intensive arable agriculture. 

x The rife and ditch systems, together with occasional ponds, are of particular 

ecological value, supporting an important but fragile population of water 

voles. 

x Fragments of woodland, some of which are ancient 

x Occasional village ponds and greens provide local havens for wildlife. 

x Hedgerow pattern is fragmented with occasional isolated woods. Linking 

features assume a greater significance in an otherwise cultivated landscape. 

 

Change- Key Issues: 

 

x Urban development pressures, especially in the gaps between settlements 

and on the edge of Chichester. 
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Landscape and Visual Sensitivities: 

x Farm diversification and garden centres leading to introduction of signs and 

fencing. 

x Proximity to Chichester Harbour Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

x Key views to Cathedral and Chichester Harbour. 

Landscape Context 

3.5 The Hermitage site is located on the south eastern edge of Hermitage to the south of the 
A259 called main Road. Running along the western boundary is an access road / public 
right of way (ref no. 203) leading to nos 134 and 136 and the New Life Christian Centre 
For location and setting of the site in the urban context see Figure 1. The Site comprises 
of a pasture field used as a paddock with access gained from the access road that runs 
along the western boundary. In all the site amounts to around 3.23 Ha in area. The site is 
not designated. The existing character of the site can be seen on the Figure 5 
Landscape and Visual (Location of Viewpoints and Site Appraisal Views) for location and 
Views A to F on Figures 5-7. 

3.6 There is a public right of way (ref no.203) that runs along the western boundary that 
connects to a public right of way (ref no.204) that runs along the southern boundary.  In 
the wider landscape to the south there is a long distance Public Right of Way (Sussex  
Border Path) that runs from the south of Southbourne to connect to the western edge of 
Hermitage. To the north of the Site within Hermitage there are other footpaths running 
north south. 

3.7 The site is flat and at the 7m AOD (refer to Figure 2). Beyond the Site to the south the 
topography falls to the Thorney Island peninsula at 5m AOD. To the north at Westbourne 
the local topography rises to 40m AOD beyond the A27.  

3.8 The Site is contained on three of its boundaries by mature leylandii trees and the 
remaining boundary by a tall hedge all that help to protect its inter visibility locally as 
described below. This is also aided by the flat topography of the Site. There are local 
views into the site and these are described in Section 4.0.  

3.9 The northern boundary comprises of a low stone wall approximately 1.0m tall with 
mature 20+m high leylandii trees located behind. The trees restrict views further north 
out and into the Site. To the eastern end of the northern boundary is an existing dwelling 
(no.146) which overlooks the Site. The boundary of this dwelling comprises of a a group 
of trees, a 1.2m tall hedge and brick wall. See Views A and F on Figures 5 and 7. The 
locations of these are shown on Figure 4. 

3.10 The eastern boundary comprises of a circa 2.0m tall hedge with a post and rail fence on 
the inside Site side. There are some views beyond the hedge to the western extremities 
of Southbourne, these are largely restricted  to the upper portion of the line of trees 
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marking the western edge of the settlement. See Views A to F on Figures 5 to 7. The 
locations of these are shown on Figure 4. 

3.11 The southern boundary comprises of semi mature trees on the eastern end which then 
forms semi mature Leylandii trees all being approximately 20 m + in height. The tree belt 
restricts views further south. In addition a 3m tall stone wall forms the boundary to no 
136 Main Road along the eastern end thus restricting views beyond. The public right of 
way ref no 204 runs along this boundary.  See Views A, B, C, D and F and Viewpoints 
2, 4 on Figures 5, 6, 9 and 11 The locations of these are shown on Figure 4.     

3.12 The western boundary is defined by the access road to no 134 and 136 Main Road and 
the New Life Christian Centre. This is also Public Right of Way (ref no 203). The 
boundary is lined with 20m+ Leylandii trees that restrict views into and out of the Site but 
allows for ground level views due to the height of the canopy of the trees.. The boundary 
is defined by a post and rail fence at ground level.  See Views C, D, E, F and Viewpoint 
6 on Figures 5, 6 and 13.  The locations of these are shown on Figure 4.     

3.13 A potential Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) is illustrated at Figure 3. The area 

highlighted is based on a bare earth analysis, i.e. without vegetation or other structures, 

and on a building height of 7.5m above ground level; ground level being assumed as a 

worst case, i.e. the highest point on the site at 5m AOD.  Due to the flat nature of the 

existing topography the ZTV assumes full visibility but the existing areas of conurbation 

and existing trees restrict inter visibility across the landscape.  
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4.0  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT APPRAISAL 

Outline Proposals 

4.1 Based upon the current masterplan ( See Figure 20 in Appendix D ) the following 

mitigation key landscape principles should be considered in the layout going forward: 

x The need for a landscaped buffer along the eastern boundary as a way of 

protecting the gap between Hermitage and Southbourne and to restrict views 

from Southbourne towards the Site; 

x Within any scheme going forward a new open space should be provided as a 

focal feature along the new access into the Site. This space could provide the 

location for a new play area but would also provide a sense of place for the 

development;  

x Provision of suds features ,open space and mitigation tree planting along the 

southern boundary as an interface between the proposed site and the adjoin 

dwellings and public right of way. 

x To provide additional  pedestrian links (and cycle where appropriate) to the 

adjoining public right of way network retaining the existing public rights of way; 

and, 

x To provide extensive tree planting along the road hierarchy to integrate the 

proposed development into the existing landscape fabric.   

Visual Impact Assessment 

4.2 The purpose of this preliminary visual impact assessment is to identify a number of 

publicly accessible viewpoints within the relative close proximity to the site at which 

locations significant visual effects may be likely. If there were any especially prominent 

long distance views that would be affected, for example from well-known viewpoint 

locations or long distance trails these would have been included but there are no such 

locations where the effects would be noticeable and not significant.  

4.3 Paragraph 3.13 above has described the ZTV and of the general nature of the views 

from the wider surrounding area; these being very limited. Figures 1 and 4 identifies the 

location of twelve viewpoints local to the site (within 2km).  
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4.4 Viewpoint 1 (Figure 8) is located on Public Right of Way ref no 204 looking north west 
towards the eastern boundary of the Site.  The view demonstrates how the existing 
mature Leylandii trees on the northern and western boundaries screen and provide 
visual containment to the Site. It also shows how the mature trees on the southern 
boundary contain the Site. In the middle of the view the existing circa 2.0m hedge is 
visible which restricts ground level views into the Site. However proposed development 
would be visible above this boundary.  Within the mitigation strategy it is suggested that 
this boundary is strengthened with additional tree buffer planting that would screen views 
of the proposed development. The effect of this on the view would be noticeable but not 
necessarily an adverse effect and not significant. 

4.5 Viewpoints 2, 3 and 4 (Figures 9, 10 and 11) are located on Public Right of Way ref no 
204 looking north between gaps in the vegetation towards the Site. In all the cases the 
views demonstrate that the northern and western boundaries provide containment to the 
Site. Viewpoints 3 and 4 demonstrate how the eastern boundary hedge provides a 
degree of ground level containment and that the garden boundary to no 146 Main Road 
does not provide much containment and would benefit from additional planting. The 
proposed mitigation buffer planting along the eastern boundary and around no 146 Main 
Road will reduce the impact of the site proposals. Initially there would be an adverse and 
significant effect from  no 146 Main Road into the Site but after time and the proposed 
planting matures may reduce to not an adverse effect and not significant. 

4.6 Viewpoint 5 (Figure 12) is located on Public Right of Way ref no. 203 looking north east 
under the canopy of the existing leylandii trees towards the Site. The view demonstrates 
that the southern end of the western boundary is devoid of vegetation and from this 
location there would be views into the Site. It may be prudent to provide a mitigation 
strategy along this boundary by the introduction of additional tree and understorey 
planting to restrict views into the Site.  The effect of this on the view would be noticeable 
but not necessarily an adverse long term effect and not significant. 

4.7 Viewpoint 6 (Figure 13) is taken from the A259 (Main Road) looking south into the Site 
down the existing access road/ public right of way ref no 203.  Viewpoint 7 (Figure 14) is 
taken from the A259 Main Road looking directly into the Site. The views  are also 
representative of the views from the existing residential dwellings on the northern side of 
Main Road. The views demonstrate how the existing mature Leylandii trees screen the 
site but allow filtered views into the site through the understorey of the trees. With a 
suitable mitigation buffer at ground level all views into the Site may be screened. The 
effect of this on the view would be barely noticeable but not necessarily an adverse effect 
and not significant. 

4.8 Viewpoint 8 (Figure 15) is taken from the A259 (Main Road) looking south into the Site 
over the access gate to no 146 Main Road. From this location the southern boundary of 
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the Site can be seen. However with an appropriate mitigation strategy along the northern 
boundary the proposed development would be screened from the view. There maybe an 
immediate adverse and significant effect at construction but over time this may lessen to 
not adverse and not significant as the buffer planting matures.  

4.9 Viewpoint 9 (Figure 16) is taken from the A259 (Main Road) looking south west between 
the dwellings nos. 168 and 146 Main Road towards the Site. The view demonstrates that 
the existing dwellings restrict views into the Site. There maybe views of roofs but these 
can be mitigated by a suitable mitigation strategy and thus would not be an adverse 
effect and not significant.  

4.10 Viewpoint 10 (Figure 17) is taken from the A259 (Main Road) adjacent to the Entrance of 
Tuppenny Barn looking south west towards the dwellings nos. 180,178,168 and 146 
Main Road towards the Site. The view demonstrates that the existing dwellings restrict 
views into the Site. The horizon view is broken by the mature Leylandii trees that form 
the western boundary There maybe views of roofs but these can be mitigated by a 
suitable mitigation strategy and thus would not be an adverse effect and not significant. 

4.11 Viewpoint 11 (Figure 18) and Viewpoint 12 (Figure 19) are located on the Public Right of 
Way ref no 3000 looking north west towards the southern and eastern boundary of the 
Site. Viewpoint 12 particularly shows the importance of the existing hedge creating a 
defensible bRXQdaU\ aQd hRZ Whe fLeOd be\RQd UeWaLQV Whe µgaS¶ beWZeeQ heUPLWage aQd 
Southbourne. The views demonstrate how the existing mature Leylandii trees on the 
western boundary and the mature planting associated with nos. 134 and 136 Main Road 
screen and provide visual containment to the Site. In the middle of the view the existing 
circa 2.0m hedge is visible which restricts ground level views into the Site. However 
proposed development would be visible above this boundary.  Within the mitigation 
strategy it is suggested that this boundary is strengthened with additional tree buffer 
planting that would screen views of the proposed development. The effect of this on the 
view would be noticeable but not necessarily an adverse effect and not significant.  

4.12  In summary, no medium and long distance views are anticipated to be significantly 

adversely affected. The main visual effects would be experienced at close distances to 

the site as in: 

x from the  Main Road on the northern boundary through the understorey of the 

existing Leylandii trees;  

x through the understorey of the existing mature leylandii trees on the western 

boundary access road and public right of way 

x from the rear of dwelling no 146 Main Road along the northern boundary; and, 
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x glimpsed views of the proposed development over the existing hedge on the 

eastern boundary 

4.13 Careful design of the location of the housing and its height (limited to two storeys), plus 
landscape treatment comprising of ground level planting along the northern and western 
boundaries along with tree buffer planting along the eastern boundary would have the 
potential to reduce the residual visual effects to less than significant. This preliminary 
assessment has demonstrated that development at the Hermitage site could be 
undertaken without giving rise to such wider and more telling effects than the 
comparatively limited and modest effects at a local level. It also demonstrates that the 
µgaS¶ beWZeeQ HeUPLWage aQd SRXWhbRXUQe ZRXOd be UeWaLQed. 

Landscape Character Effects 

4.14 It is considered that the appropriate value for the site is of local value only. Its landscape 

susceptibility to residential development is considered to be moderate particularly given 

its close relationship to the existing urban edge of Hermitage and its relatively lack of a 

visual relationship with that wider landscape. Combining value and sensitivity generates 

aQ aVVeVVPeQW Rf Whe VLWe¶V OaQdVcaSe VeQVLWLYLW\ aQd LW LV cRQVLdeUed WhaW Whe VeQVLWLYLW\ 

is low.  

4.15 The consideration of landscape character effects takes two parts; the first relates to 

changes to the fabric of landscape features on the site and, the second, a consideration 

of how these changes would alter the key characteristics of the landscape of the site and 

its context. Evidently there is a link between the extent and degree of visual effects and 

the extent and degree of landscape character effects, as the former to a considerable 

degree is an expression of how such changes are perceived. 

4.16 In respect of the site and the changes to it, the change from a paddock to a residential 

development would be a substantial change but one that is inevitable with greenfield 

development. Good design of the layout, architecture and the landscape would mitigate 

these changes but in landscape terms, the effect has to be considered an adverse one in 

principle.  

4.17 As the visual impact assessment has highlighted the proposals would be barely visible 

from publicly accessible locations. Given the localised and limited visual effects the 

changes to landscape character of the wider area considered to be slight. 
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4.18 The overall effect on the character and appearance of the landscape would be a balance 

of localised and limited visual effects on a few views from the local landscape. Overall, a 

slight adverse magnitude of effect on a site of low sensitivity. This would represent an 

effect that would be of a minor significance but not significant in the meaning of 

significance as expressed in the EIA Regulations.  
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 The main landscape and visual issues associated with the proposals are considered to 

be: 

x The visual impact on users of the public highways, public rights of way, and on 
nearby residencies; and  

x The character and appearance of the landscape;  

5.2 The visual impact assessment has highlighted virtually all of the available views of the 

proposed development from the publicly accessible locations, i.e. those from public rights 

of way, roads, and nearby residences.  

5.3 The preliminary landscape and visual assessment has been used to inform initial 

proposals. The  principles that should be considered as part of future development of the 

site are as follows: 

x The need for a landscaped buffer along the eastern boundary as a way of 

protecting the gap between Hermitage and Southbourne and to restrict views 

from Southbourne towards the Site; 

x Within any scheme going forward a new open space should be provided as a 

focal feature along the new access into the Site. This space could provide the 

location for a new play area but would also provide a sense of place for the 

development;  

x Provision of suds features ,open space and mitigation tree planting along the 

southern boundary as an interface between the proposed site and the adjoin 

dwellings and public right of way. 

x To provide additional  pedestrian links (and cycle where appropriate) to the 

adjoining public right of way network retaining the existing public rights of way; 

and, 

x To provide extensive tree planting along the road hierarchy to integrate the 

proposed development into the existing landscape fabric..   
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5.4 In summary, no medium and long distance views are anticipated to be significantly 

adversely affected. The main visual effects would be experienced at close distances to 

the site as in: 

x from the  Main Road on the northern boundary through the understorey of the 

existing Leylandii trees;  

x through the understorey of the existing mature Leylandii trees on the western 

boundary access road and public right of way; 

x from the rear of dwelling no 146 Main Road along the northern boundary; and, 

x glimpsed views of the proposed development over the existing hedge on the 
eastern boundary.  

5.5 Careful design of the location of the housing and its height (predominantly limited to two 
storeys), plus landscape treatment comprising of ground level planting along the northern 
and western boundaries along with tree buffer planting along the eastern boundary 
would have the potential to reduce the residual visual effects to less than significant. This 
preliminary assessment has demonstrated that development at the Hermitage site could 
be undertaken without giving rise to such wider and more telling effects than the 
comparatively limited and modest effects at a local level. It also demonstrates that the 
µgaS¶ beWZeeQ HeUPLWage aQd SRXWhbRXUQe ZRXOd be UeWaLQed. 

5.6 The overall effect on the character and appearance of the landscape would be a balance 
of localised and limited visual effects on a few views from the local landscape. Overall, a 
slight adverse magnitude of effect on a site of low sensitivity. This would represent an 
effect that would be of a minor significance but not significant.  
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APPENDIX A: METHODOLOGY 
  
Methodology 

 

The landscape and visual impact assessment has followed established methodologies practised by the 

OaQdVcaSe SURfeVVLRQ aQd LQ accRUdaQce ZLWh µGXLdeOLQeV fRU LaQdVcaSe aQd VLVXaO IPSacW AVVeVVPeQW¶ 

3rd Edition, published by The Landscape Institute and Institute for Environmental Management & 

Assessment (April 2013). The photography has been undertaken in accordance with the Landscape 

IQVWLWXWe¶V AdYLce NRWe 01/11 µPhRWRgUaSh\ aQd Photomontage in Landscape and Visual Impact 

AVVeVVPeQW¶ (JaQXaU\ 2011). 

 

The overall extent of the visibility of the proposals was established; this represents the Zone of 

Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for the development. This was determined through a combination of desk top 

studies checked with fieldwork analysis, including the walking of most of the public highways and rights 

of way within the area. The desk top study identified the area from which it could potentially be possible 

to see a part of the development according to Ordnance Survey topographical information. The fieldwork 

then refined this area taking into account local features that would prevent these views, for example 

dense vegetation, local topographical changes, buildings or fences 

 

The study area for the landscape and visual impact assessment was determined by the ZTV exercise. It 

was estimated that an area of 3.0km would be used for this assessment. 

Tables 7.1 to 7.3 below set out the criteria for the assessments of the value and susceptibility of visual 

receptors (i.e. people) and, in combining these, to determine an overall assessment of visual receptor 

sensitivity. These are compatible with the principles outlined in paragraphs 6.30 ± 6.41 of GLVIA3. Such 

categories are not strict and receptors may be more or less sensitive within each category depending on 

the particular circumstances. Table 7.4 sets out the terms and criteria used in the visual impact 

assessment to describe the magnitude of visual effects 
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Table 7.1: Visual Receptor Value Criteria 

 

Value of Location or View 
 

Description 

Very High or National 

Value 

A scenic view in a landscape that has been designated at a national level, 
e.g. National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, particularly 
views from a national long distance trail or promoted routes in these 
landscapes, or a recognised view to or from a distinctive feature 
designated at a national level, e.g. Scheduled Ancient Monument, Listed 
Building and Registered Historic Park & Garden. 

High or County Value A view from within a designated landscape or a popular view recognised 
in publications and/or visitor guides for promoted routes and locations of 
interest. 

Moderate or Community 
Value 

A view in an undesignated landscape which may be locally valued and 
displays evidence of responsible use. 

Low or Unvalued Where the landscape has been despoiled and there is evidence that 
society does not value the view or landscape 

Private Value A private view, e.g. from a residential property, that is likely to be valued 
by the occupants. 

  

 

Table 7.2: Visual Receptor Susceptibility 

 

Receptor 
Group 
 

Location Susceptibility 

Residents High - would view the proposed development in the primary views from their 
property (e.g. principal living rooms and sitting areas in gardens), would be 
stationary or moving slowly about their property, would see the development 
on a daily basis, could be orientated towards the development, and would 
value these views. 
 
High/Moderate - would view the proposed development in the secondary 
views from their property (e.g. bedrooms and driveway), would be stationary 
or moving slowly at these locations, would see the development on a daily 
basis, could be orientated towards the development, and would value these 
views. 
 
Moderate - would view the proposed development from limited locations on 
their property (e.g. bathrooms and attic windows), would be stationary or 
moving slowly at these locations, would see the development on a daily 
basis, could be orientated towards the development, and would value these 
views. 

Recreational 
Receptors 

High - are stationery or moving slowly (e.g. walking, cycling or horse riding), 
can be orientated towards the development, are at that location primarily in 
order to enjoy the view/landscape. 
 
High/Moderate - are stationery or moving slowly (e.g. walking, cycling or 
horse riding), can be orientated towards the development, are at that location 
primarily in order to enjoy the view/landscape but also for other purposes. 
 
Moderate - are stationery or moving slowly, can be orientated towards the 
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development, may be at that location in order to enjoy the view/landscape but 
would have another primary purpose for being there (e.g. playing sport). 
 

Road and rail users 
(motorists, 
passengers, bus and 
train travellers) 

High/Moderate ± in locations where they are moving steadily/swiftly, can be 
orientated towards the development, are likely to be at that location primarily 
in order to enjoy the view/landscape. 
Moderate - in locations where they are moving steadily/swiftly, can be 
orientated towards the development, may be at that location in order to enjoy 
the view/landscape but may also have other purposes (e.g. journey to work). 
 
Moderate/Low - in locations where they are moving swiftly, with a direction of 
travel that is oblique or side-on to the development, are likely to be travelling 
for a purpose other than in order to enjoy the view (e.g. higher speed long 
distance travel). 
 

Outdoor workers Moderate - outdoor workers and school children in locations where they may 
be moving slowly, can be orientated towards the development, may 
experience the view on a daily basis, may be at that location in order to enjoy 
the view but will have other purposes. 
 
Medium/Low - outdoor workers in locations where they may be moving 
slowly, can be orientated towards the development, may experience the view 
on a daily basis, but are at that location primarily to undertake activities 
unconnected with the view. 

Indoor workers Low - indoor receptors with limited views in this direction, who are in that 
location primarily to undertake activities unconnected with the view. 

  
 

 

   Table 7.3: Visual Receptor Sensitivity Criteria 

 

Visual Receptor 
Sensitivity 

Description 

Very High Sensitivity Where the receptor would be stationary or moving slowly, would be likely to 
be exposed for consistent and prolonged periods and/or whose attention or 
main interest would be likely to be the landscape and views; particularly, but 
not necessarily limited to, users of promoted Public Rights of Way within 
landscapes designated at a national level, users of national trails and 
promoted long distance routes or at heritage assets, in these landscapes or 
other valued landscapes, where awareness of changes to visual amenity is 
likely to be acute. 

High Sensitivity Where the receptor would be stationary, moving slowly or steadily, would be 
likely to be exposed for consistent and prolonged periods and/or whose 
attention or interest is likely to include the landscape and views; typically 
residents at home, users of Public Rights of Way and country lanes, where 
awareness of changes to visual amenity is likely to be elevated.  

Moderate Sensitivity Where the receptor would be moving steadily or swiftly, would be likely to be 
exposed to the change for infrequent and short periods, and/or whose 
attention and interest may include the landscape or views but not primarily; 
typically travellers on roads, rail or other transport routes where awareness 
of change to visual amenity is likely to be limited. 

Low Sensitivity Where the receptor would be moving swiftly, would be exposed to the 
change occasionally and for very short periods, and/or whose attention or 
interest is not on views or landscape; typically people engaged in higher 
speed travel, engaged in organised outdoor sport (which does not involve an 
appreciation of views) and outdoor workers where the setting may be of 
importance to the quality of working life. 

Negligible Sensitivity Where the receptor would be predominantly inside and at their place of work 
focused on their work activity and where setting is not important to the 
quality of working life and awareness of change to visual amenity is likely to 
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be negligible.  
 

 

Table 7.4 Magnitude of Visual Effects Criteria  

 

Magnitude of Change Description 
Very Substantial Where the proposed development would be perceived to be close to the 

viewpoint and openly visible in its entirety or near entirety, the development 
would be in stark contrast to the landscape context such that it would be the 
dominant feature in the scene. 

Substantial Where the proposed development would be perceived to be in the near or 
middle distance and visible in its entirety or partly screened, the 
development would contrast with the landscape context such that it would 
stand out as a prominent feature in the scene. 

Moderate  Where the proposed development would be perceived to be in the middle 
distance and visible in its entirety or partly screened or at closer distances 
and more considerably screened, the development may contrast with the 
landscape context such that it would be evident as a noticeable feature in 
the scene. 

Slight Where the proposed development would be perceived to be in the distance 
or far distance and visible in its entirety or partly screened or at closer 
distances and substantially screened, the development may contrast with 
the landscape context such that it would be a visible feature in the scene. 

Negligible  Where the proposed development would be perceived to be in the far 
distance, partly or largely screened or at closer distances and almost 
entirely screened, the development may contrast with the landscape context 
such that it would be a barely discernible feature 

 

 

For landscape character effects, as per the principles outlined in paragraphs 5.38 ± 5.57 of GLVIA3, 
assessments have been made as to landscape value and landscape susceptibility and, in combining 
these, to determine overall landscape sensitivity. The criteria used for assessing these are reproduced 
at Tables 7.5 to 7.7 below and the magnitude of landscape effects at Table 7.8. 
 

Table 7.5 Landscape Value Criteria 

 

Landscape Value Description 
International Value 
 

Where the landscape has been designated at an international level, e.g. a 
World Heritage Appeal Site, and the purposes of which include landscape 
and/or recreational opportunities. 

National Value 
 

Where the landscape has been designated at a national level, e.g. National 
Parks (England, Scotland and Wales), Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(England, Wales and NI), Heritage Coasts (England and Wales), LANDMAP 
VSAA Outstanding Overall Evaluation (Wales) or where a landscape feature 
has been designated at a national level, e.g. Scheduled Ancient Monument, 
and forms a highly distinctive landscape feature. 

County/District Value 
 

Regional Parks, landscape designations in Structure, Unitary or Local 
Development Plans, LANDMAP VSAA High Overall Evaluation (Wales) or a 
landscape feature that has been designated at a County/Borough/District 
level and forms a distinctive landscape feature. 

Local Value For undesignated landscapes and landscape features which are locally 
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 valued, LANDMAP VSAA Moderate Overall Evaluation (Wales) and display 
evidence of responsible use and value. 

Unvalued 
 

Where the landscape and/or landscape features have been despoiled and 
there is evidence that society does not value the landscape and/or 
landscape features, e.g. fly tipping, abandoned cars, litter, vandalism, etc. 

 

Table 7.6 Landscape Susceptibility Criteria 

 

Landscape 
Susceptibility 
 

Description 

Very Susceptibility 
 

Where the clarity of the key characteristics are very strongly expressed and/or 
their robustness to change is fragile and/or views are an essential 
chaUacWeULVWLc, aQd/RU SROLcLeV aQd VWUaWegLeV aLP WR achLeYe ³QR chaQge´ WR 
landscape character, and the changes to landscape character that could be 
brought about by a development of the type, scale and location proposed 
would be incompatible with these factors. 

Susceptible Where the clarity of the key characteristics are strongly expressed and/or their 
robustness to change is weak and/or views are an important characteristic 
and/or policies and strategies aim to conserve the key characteristics, and the 
changes to landscape character that could be brought about by a 
development of the type, scale and location proposed would have a poor 
compatibility with these factors. 

Moderate 
susceptibility 

Where the clarity of the key characteristics are clearly expressed and/or their 
robustness to change is moderately strong and/or views contribute to 
landscape character and/or policies and strategies promote or accept limited 
changes to key characteristics, and the changes to landscape character that 
could be brought about by a development of the type, scale and location 
proposed would have a moderate compatibility with these factors. 

Slight susceptibility Where the clarity of the key characteristics are vaguely expressed and/or their 
robustness to change is strong and/or views are incidental to landscape 
character and/or policies and strategies promote or accept that the landscape 
could evolve, and the changes to landscape character that could be brought 
about by a development of the type, scale and location proposed would have 
a good compatibility with these factors. 

Negligible 
susceptibility 

 Where the key characteristics are muddled and/or their robustness to change 
is very strong and/or views are irrelevant to landscape character and/or 
policies and strategies promote or accept major changes to key 
characteristics and the changes to landscape character that could be brought 
about by a development of the type, scale and location proposed would have 
excellent compatibility with these factors. 

 

 

Table 7.7 Landscape Sensitivity Criteria 

 

 Landscape Value  Description 
Very High sensitivity 
 

A landscape with international or national value and/or with features, 
elements, areas or special qualities of international or national value, that 
could be very susceptible to the type, scale and location of development 
proposed. 

High sensitivity 
 

A landscape with national or County/Borough/District value and/or with 
features, elements, areas or special qualities of national value, that could 
be susceptible to the type, scale and location of development proposed. 

Moderate sensitivity 
 

A landscape with County/Borough/District or local value and/or with 
features, elements, areas or special qualities of County/Borough/District or 
local value, that could have a moderate susceptibility to the type, scale and 
location of development proposed. 
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Low sensitivity 
 

A landscape with local value and/or with features, elements, areas or 
special qualities of local value, that could have a slight susceptibility to the 
type, scale and location of development proposed. 

Negligible sensitivity 
 

A landscape that is unvalued and/or with features, elements, areas or 
special qualities that are unvalued, and that could have a negligible 
susceptibility to the type, scale and location of development proposed. 

 

Table 7.8 Magnitude of Landscape Effects Criteria 

 

Magnitude of Change Description 
Very Substantial 
adverse (or beneficial) 
 

Where the proposals would become a defining characteristic of the 
landscape, would override and be in stark contrast with (or would 
substantially enhance) the existing landscape context, would be in the 
context of no similar developments (or would reinstate particularly valued 
features that had been previously lost or degraded) and would be a 
dominant additional feature(s). 

Substantial adverse 
(or beneficial) 
 

Where the proposals would become a key characteristic of the landscape, 
would compete with and detract from (or enhance) the existing landscape 
context, would be in the context of few similar developments (or would 
reinstate particularly valued features that had been previously lost or 
degraded) and would be a prominent additional feature(s). 

Moderate adverse (or 
beneficial) 
 

Where the proposals would become a characteristic of the landscape and 
would contrast with (or complement) the existing landscape context, may be 
in the context of a few similar developments (and/or would reinstate valued 
features that had been previously lost or degraded) and would be a 
noticeable additional feature(s). 

Slight adverse (or 
beneficial) 
 

Where the proposals would become a characteristic of the landscape and 
would contrast with (or complement) the existing landscape context, may be 
in the context of some similar developments (and/or would reinstate features 
that had been previously lost or degraded) and would be a visible additional 
feature(s). 

Negligible adverse (or 
beneficial) 
 

Where the proposals) may contrast with (or would complement) the existing 
landscape context, may be in the context of several similar developments 
(and/or would reinstate minor features that had been previously lost or 
degraded) and would be a barely discernible additional feature(s). 

 

 

What constitutes a significant effect; the meaning of a significant effect in a broad planning context; and 

what weight should be attached to it, are all matters which do not have any specific definition in any 

related guidance. GLVIA3 requires the process of the assessment of significance to be clearly defined 

for each EIA project and to be expressed as transparently as possible. It defines (at Table 5.10 of the 

GLVIA3) a sliding scale of significance (for landscape effects) and, at Table 7.9 below, a matrix is used 

to help structure the overall assessment of the significance of landscape or visual effect when the 

magnitude of change is combined with sensitivity, together with the degree of significance that applies. 

The gradation invites the decision-maker to consider the amount of weight that should be applied based 

on the degree of significance as part of the planning balance. However, also identified are those effects 

which are considered to be significant in the terms required for assessment by the EIA Regulations 

(those highlighted in bold type and in the darker blue shaded boxes) as distinct from those which are not 
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and the reasoning is set out within the narrative of the assessment. 

 

Table 7.9 Overall Assessment of Landscape and Visual Effects Criteria (Significance) 

 
 Magnitude of change 
Receptor/ 
character 
area 
sensitivity 

Very 
Substantial 
 

Substantial Moderate Slight Negligible 

Very High 
 

Major ++ Major + Major Major - 
Moderate 

Moderate 

High 
 

Major + Major Major - 
Moderate 

 Moderate Moderate - Minor 

Moderate 
 

Major Major - 
Moderate 

Moderate Moderate - 
Minor 

Minor 

Low 
 
 

Major - 
Moderate 

Moderate Moderate - 
Minor 

Minor Minor - Negligible 

Negligible 
 
 

Moderate Moderate - 
Minor 

Minor Minor - 
Negligible 

Negligible 

 
Key 
 
 Significant effect 
 Potentially significant effect considered with other viewpoint effect evaluations 
 Not a significant effect 
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1 The N
atural Choice: Securing the Value of N

ature, D
efra 

 
(2011; U

RL: w
w

w
.official-docum

ents.gov.uk/docum
ent/cm

80/8082/8082.pdf)
2 Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s W

ildlife and Ecosystem
 Services, D

efra 
 

(2011; U
RL: w

w
w

.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020-111111.pdf)
3 European Landscape Convention, Council of Europe 
 

(2000; U
RL: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/H

tm
l/176.htm

)

As part of N
atural England’s responsibilities as set out in the N

atural 
Environm

ent W
hite Paper, 1 Biodiversity 2020

2 and the European Landscape 
Convention, 3 w

e are revising profiles for England’s 159 N
ational Character Areas 

(N
C

As). These are areas that share sim
ilar landscape characteristics, and w

hich 
follow

 natural lines in the landscape rather than adm
inistrative boundaries, 

m
aking them

 a good decision-m
aking fram

ew
ork for the natural environm

ent.

N
CA profiles are guidance docum

ents w
hich can help com

m
unities to inform

 
their decision-m

aking about the places that they live in and care for. The 
inform

ation they contain w
ill support the planning of conservation initiatives at a 

landscape scale, inform
 the delivery of N

ature Im
provem

ent Areas and encourage 
broader partnership w

orking through Local N
ature Partnerships. The profiles w

ill 
also help to inform

 choices about how
 land is m

anaged and can change. 

Each profile includes a description of the natural and cultural features 
that shape our landscapes, how

 the landscape has changed over tim
e, 

the current key drivers for ongoing change, and a broad analysis of each 
area’s characteristics and ecosystem

 services. Statem
ents of Environm

ental 
O

pportunity (SEO
s) are suggested, w

hich draw
 on this integrated inform

ation. 
The SEO

s offer guidance on the critical issues, w
hich could help to achieve 

sustainable grow
th and a m

ore secure environm
ental future.

N
C

A profiles are w
orking docum

ents w
hich draw

 on current evidence and 
know

ledge. W
e w

ill aim
 to refresh and update them

 periodically as new
 

inform
ation becom

es available to us.

W
e w

ould like to hear how
 useful the N

CA profiles are to you. You can contact the 
N

CA team
 by em

ailingncaprofiles@
naturalengland.org.uk.
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Sum
m

ary

Click m
ap to enlarge; click again to reduce

The area is generally very low
 lying and heavily defended against flooding 

and erosion w
ith various schem

es in place, including the country’s first 
m

anaged realignm
ent on the open coast at M

edm
erry. 

The econom
y is intricately linked to m

arine and recreational activities such 
as sailing, boat-building, fishing, heritage sites and recreational sports. O

ther 
com

m
ercial interests are m

ainly concentrated in the large urban centres 
such as Portsm

outh and G
osport. The area also supports intensive arable 

farm
ing and horticulture. D

em
and for residential and com

m
ercial property 

is ever increasing due to the N
C

A’s attractive nature and strategic location for 
national and international trade.

Future m
anagem

ent of this N
CA requires balancing the needs of often 

com
peting interests. Protection against 

flooding rem
ains a priority to encourage 

grow
th and allow

 internationally 
im

portant habitats and species to 
flourish, w

hile also m
aintaining the 

productive landscape and historic and 
geological features of the area.

The South Coast Plain N
ational Character Area (N

C
A) is a flat, coastal 

landscape w
ith an intricately indented shoreline lying betw

een the dip 
slope of the South D

ow
ns and South H

am
pshire Low

lands and the w
aters of 

the English Channel, Solent and part of Southam
pton W

ater. The coastline 
includes several m

ajor inlets w
hich have particularly distinctive local 

landscapes and intertidal habitats of international environm
ental im

portance 
for w

ildfow
l and w

aders. Chichester H
arbour Area of O

utstanding N
atural 

Beauty lies w
ithin the N

C
A and the foothills of the South D

ow
ns, along the 

northern boundary, fall w
ithin the South D

ow
ns N

ational Park. 

Som
e three per cent of the area is designated as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest, and there are four Special Protection Areas, tw
o Special Areas of 

Conservation and four Ram
sar sites: Chichester and Langstone H

arbour, Pagham
 

H
arbour, The Solent and Southam

pton W
ater and Portsm

outh H
arbour. 

The harbours and the M
anhood Peninsula, a sm

all triangular peninsula south 
of Chichester, are the last relatively undeveloped stretches of coastline w

ithin 
the N

C
A. Elsew

here, there is significant urban developm
ent, w

ith settlem
ents 

along the coast dom
inated by the Portsm

outh conurbation, trunk roads, 
suburban villages and an extensive string of seaside tow

ns betw
een Brighton 

and Southam
pton. M

odern m
arinas and boatyards have also added to the 

harbour landscape. Although heavily developed and highly populated, there 
is a feeling of openness, particularly w

here sea view
s reveal w

ide expanses of 
sea and sky, w

ith the Isle of W
ight form

ing a backdrop in the w
est of the area. 

Long, linear shingle beaches and m
ore locally, sand dunes, are im

portant 
coastal features.

3

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:

Click m
ap to enlarge; click again to reduce

128
South 

H
am

pshire 
Low

lands

125
South 

D
ow

ns

125
South D

ow
ns

120
W

ealden G
reensand

131
N

ew
 Forest

127
Isle of W

ight

Isle of 
W

ight

Chichester 
H

arbour

South 
D

ow
ns

South 
D

ow
ns

N
ew

 
Forest

N
ational Character Area 126

South Coast Plain
N

ote: In m
ost instances, the N

CA boundary is not 
precisely m

apped and should be considered as a 

East Section

W
est Section

N
CA 126 boundary

O
ther N

CA boundary
Area outside N

CA 126
N

ational Park
Area of O

utstanding 
N

atural Beauty

Reproduced by perm
ission of O

rdnance Survey on behalf of H
M

SO
.

 
Crow

n copyright and database right 2011.  All rights reserved.
N

atural England 
O

S licence num
ber 100022021 

c

Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



Statem
ents of Environm

ental O
pportunities: 

 
¯

SEO
 1: Plan for and m

anage the effects of coastal change by allow
ing the 

operation of natural coastal processes and im
proving the sustainability of 

current m
anagem

ent practices along the diverse coastline to successfully 
integrate the needs of the natural environm

ent, landscape, local com
m

unities, 
agriculture, tourism

 and recreation am
id significant urban stretches.

 
¯

SEO
 2: Plan for the creation of a strong landscape fram

ew
ork w

ithin and 
around m

ajor settlem
ents and identified grow

th areas, w
hile m

anaging 
and enhancing existing greenspace and access, and balancing the needs 
of agriculture, com

m
unities and the natural environm

ent.

 
¯

SEO
 3: M

anage and significantly enhance the area’s rivers and chalk 
stream

s and their w
etland valley habitats to provide resilience against 

clim
ate change and im

prove flood protection and w
ater quality, 

particularly in the internationally designated sites such as Chichester and 
Pagham

 harbours, for the benefit of local com
m

unities and w
ildlife.

 
¯

SEO
 4: M

anage the rich archaeological and historic resource and 
geological exposures w

ithin the farm
ed, coastal and peri-urban 

landscape, including the longstanding associations of horticultural and 
m

aritim
e industries and the m

ilitary, enhancing a strong sense of place.

H
am

ble Estuary.
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D
escription

Physical and functional links to other N
ational 

Character Areas

The South Coast Plain N
ational Character Area (N

C
A) is a narrow

 strip running 
along the H

am
pshire and Sussex coast from

 the edge of Southam
pton in 

the w
est to Brighton and H

ove in the east. The South H
am

pshire Low
lands 

N
C

A rises gently in the north until Portsm
outh, after w

hich the higher South 
D

ow
ns N

C
A form

s the backdrop along the rem
aining northern boundary. The 

underlying geology is part of the H
am

pshire Basin w
hich stretches to D

orset 
and the northern half of the Isle of W

ight, w
ithin the chalk borders of the 

Purbeck H
ills, Cranborne Chase, South D

ow
ns and Salisbury Plain. 

The Arun, Adur, H
am

ble and M
eon rivers drain south from

 the higher ground 
of the D

ow
ns, through this N

C
A to the coast, along w

ith other sm
aller 

stream
s and rifes. Public w

ater supply relies on surface w
ater abstractions 

and groundw
ater from

 the Low
er G

reensand aquifer and the W
orthing 

and Chichester chalk blocks. The Solent and Southam
pton W

ater Special 
Protection Area (SPA) and Solent M

aritim
e Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

connect this coastline w
ith the South H

am
pshire Low

lands N
C

A and N
ew

 
Forest N

C
A in the w

est and the Isle of W
ight, to w

hich it is also connected by 
Solent and Isle of W

ight Lagoons SAC
.

In the w
est, there are view

s to the Isle of W
ight across the Solent and to the 

N
ew

 Forest N
C

A across Southam
pton W

ater. East–w
est trunk roads define the 

northern boundary; the M
27 starts at Portsm

outh and runs w
est to the N

ew
 

Forest N
C

A and the A27 runs east to Brighton and H
astings. The A3(M

) cuts 
north through the D

ow
ns, linking this N

C
A w

ith Surrey and London. The W
est 

Coastw
ay Line railw

ay runs betw
een Southam

pton and Brighton and the port 
of Portsm

outh provides international links.

The M
anhood Peninsula is a sm

all triangular peninsula south of Chichester 
and rem

ote from
 the rest of the N

CA. Its southern headland, Selsey Bill, is a 
prom

inent coastal deposition feature, w
hich projects out into the Solent w

ell 
beyond the line of the rest of the coast. It is one of the last, and largest, relatively 
undeveloped stretches of coastline betw

een N
ew

haven and Southam
pton. 

D
istinct areas

 
¯

M
anhood Peninsula.
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Key characteristics 

 
¯

The plain slopes gently southw
ards tow

ards the coast. From
 the coastal 

plain edge there are long view
s tow

ards the sea and the Isle of W
ight 

beyond.
 

¯
The underlying geology of flinty m

arine and valley gravels extends 
several m

iles inland to the dip slope of the South D
ow

ns and the South 
H

am
pshire Low

lands. This gives rise to deep and w
ell-drained high-

quality soils.
 

¯
In places, stream

s and rivers flow
 south from

 the higher land of the 
D

ow
ns to the sea.

 
¯

Coastal inlets and ‘harbours’ contain a diverse landscape of narrow
 

tidal creeks, m
udflats, shingle beaches, dunes, grazing m

arshes and 
paddocks. These include the internationally im

portant Chichester, 
Langstone, Portsm

outh and Pagham
 harbours, the H

am
ble Estuary and 

the recent coastal realignm
ent site at M

edm
erry betw

een Chichester 
H

arbour and Selsey. 
 

 
¯

There are stretches of farm
ed land betw

een developed areas, often 
w

ith large arable fields defined by low
 hedges or ditches.

 
¯

There are isolated rem
nants of coastal heath in the w

est. 
 

¯
Sand dune grasses and intertidal m

arsh com
m

unities are characteristic of 
the coastline, w

hile sm
all areas of species-rich m

eadow
 rem

ain inland.
 

¯
The coastline provides feeding grounds for internationally protected 
populations of overw

intering w
aders and w

ildfow
l and is also 

extensively used for recreation. 

 
¯

Along the exposed, open coastal plain and shoreline, tree cover is 
lim

ited to isolated w
ind-sculpted w

oodlands and shelterbelts. 
 

¯
The area has significant urban developm

ent, w
ith settlem

ents along the 
coastline dom

inated by the Portsm
outh conurbation, suburban villages 

and seaside tow
ns including Bognor Regis, Littleham

pton and W
orthing 

linked by m
ajor road and rail system

s. 
 

¯
H

istoric fortifications along the coast include the Rom
an fort at 

Portchester and 19th-century defences and later naval installations 
built to protect the Portsm

outh naval dockyard.

Catam
aran departing Portsm

outh H
arbour.
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South Coast Plain today 

The South Coast Plain N
C

A is broadly divided into the coastal m
argins w

hich 
are heavily influenced by the sea; the expansive low

er coastal plain w
hich 

occupies m
ost of the area; and the upper coastal plain w

hich form
s the 

transition betw
een the low

er plain and the chalk dip slopes of the South 
D

ow
ns and the South H

am
pshire Low

lands. Superficial deposits have given rise 
to a range of fertile soils w

hich com
bine w

ith the flat terrain and favourable 
clim

atic conditions to result in high-quality agricultural land. The east–w
est 

fold of chalk know
n as the Littleham

pton anticline form
s an isolated ridge 

to the north of Portsm
outh, know

n as Portsdow
n, w

hich form
s a prom

inent 
setting to the harbour. Elsew

here, the D
ow

ns form
 a strong backdrop to the 

w
hole plain, w

hile there are extensive view
s to the Isle of W

ight. 

The plain is crossed by rivers flow
ing south from

 the D
ow

ns to the sea, 
including the M

eon, H
am

ble, Adur and Arun, w
hich locally form

 w
ide alluvial 

flood plains. It is also cut by southw
ard-facing chalk stream

s w
hich each have 

dry headw
ater extensions over the upper plain and on into the dip slope of 

the South D
ow

ns. Flooded gravel pits, a legacy of historic extraction, m
ake 

up som
e of the largest areas of freshw

ater in the region.

The low
er coastal plain is heavily urbanised. In betw

een developm
ent and 

transport links is a farm
ed landscape of large open fields w

ith few
 trees or 

hedgerow
s. D

rainage ditches, w
ire fences or low

 banks are m
ore usual as 

field boundaries. 

To the north and east of the area, the upper coastal plain com
prises flat, regular 

patterns of large fields w
ith the gentle form

s and patterns, blending into the 

openness of the low
er dip slope of the South D

ow
ns w

ith a sm
all part of the 

South D
ow

ns N
ational Park falling w

ithin the N
C

A. H
ere the landscape is varied, 

incorporating both open arable farm
land and low

-density settlem
ents, w

ith 
a m

ore w
ooded and sem

i-enclosed (som
ew

hat suburban) character locally, 
particularly to the w

est of Chichester. Along the north of the area there is 
a netw

ork of sm
all- and m

edium
-sized broadleaved w

oodlands, including 
ancient and sem

i-natural, w
ell linked by hedgerow

s and garden exotics 
providing an enclosed field fram

ew
ork. Elsew

here tree cover varies. This is a 
fertile area that supports intensive arable farm

ing and horticulture, particularly 
soft fruit. There are concentrations of glasshouses in som

e areas and increasing 
use of polytunnels. Areas w

here soils are shallow
, stony and poorly drained 

– such as the Arun flood plain – often support good-quality perm
anent 

grassland. The thicker gravel deposits support a m
ixture of high- and m

edium
-

quality soils w
hich are intensively farm

ed w
here the soils are flintier. 

East of Chichester the exposed shoreline is an open, linear landscape of 
shingle and sand. To the w

est, the coastline is deeply indented by three 
natural harbours separated by the Portsm

outh and H
ayling Island peninsulas. 

H
ere broad expanses of sheltered w

ater are edged by an attractive m
ix 

of m
udflats, m

arshes, w
etland scrub and low

-lying fields occasionally 
interrupted by creeks. Chichester H

arbour, for exam
ple, is one of the largest 

natural harbours along the south coast w
ith a diverse landscape of num

erous 
inlets interspersed w

ith fairly open agricultural peninsulas and w
ind-

sculpted w
oodlands. It is an Area of O

utstanding N
atural Beauty (AO

N
B) and 

one of four Ram
sar sites and tw

o SPA in this N
C

A, designated prim
arily for 

internationally im
portant num

bers of w
ildfow

l and w
aders, including Brent 
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geese and dunlin. There are also tw
o SAC – Solent M

aritim
e and Solent and 

Isle of W
ight Lagoons. Along the coastline itself, the vegetation is typified 

by a scant covering of low
-grow

ing, often m
at-form

ing, specialised plants 
w

hich can tolerate the saline conditions and m
ineral substrate. O

n the 
new

ly form
ed ground of the m

udflats in the inlets, pioneering intertidal 
m

arsh com
m

unities have colonised and these dem
onstrate a w

ell-defined 
succession of plant types and species tow

ards the land. 

G
enerally the im

pression is of an overw
helm

ingly urban landscape, 
dom

inated by the Portsm
outh conurbation, the city of Chichester and 

suburban villages, including a few
 traditional flint ham

lets and farm
 buildings 

and fragm
ented by trunk roads and infrastructure. The w

est is dom
inated by 

historic fortifications and m
arine infrastructure from

 all periods, reflecting 
the enduring im

portance of Portsm
outh as the hom

e of the Royal N
avy. 

Portsm
outh H

arbour has a heavily developed shoreline w
ith docks and 

associated industrial developm
ent dom

inating the landscape. East along the 
coast, extensive seaside tow

ns form
 one of the m

ost concentrated stretches 
of shoreline ribbon developm

ent in Britain. Each coastal tow
n or village has 

developed alm
ost to the high w

ater m
ark and there are also caravan parks 

betw
een som

e settlem
ents. The harbours and the M

anhood Peninsula are the 
only relatively undeveloped sections. Picturesque harbourside settlem

ents 
are typically clustered around sm

all boatyards and m
arinas w

hile m
oored 

sailing boats dot the harbour edge. Som
e inlets, such as Pagham

 H
arbour, 

still retain an overriding sense of rem
oteness contrasting w

ith Portsm
outh 

H
arbour and the bustling Solent, constantly busy w

ith sailing boats, cross-
channel ferries and naval w

arships and the influence of seaside activities and 
recreational sailing all along the coast. 

The long history of intervention to reduce the risk of flooding and erosion 
m

eans that the shoreline is  generally in a highly m
odified form

 and 
realignm

ent schem
es protect the coast, including the country’s first m

anaged 
realignm

ent on the open coast at M
edm

erry.

8
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The landscape through tim
e  

Structurally, the South Coast Plain is part of the larger H
am

pshire Basin form
ed 

w
hen the underlying chalk rocks w

ere folded and faulted by the Alpine O
rogeny 

(m
ountain-building episode) approxim

ately 15 m
illion years ago. The landform

 
is dom

inated by the low
 relief of Tertiary sands, silts and clays that overlie the 

chalk. An initial fall in sea level, approxim
ately 54–51 m

illion years ago, saw
 the 

deposition of the Lam
beth G

roup sands and clays. These are exposed on the 
shore at Felpham

, east of Bognor Regis, and contain a unique diversity of fossil 
flora. A rise in sea level led to the deposition of the London Clay, a sequence 
of dark m

arine clays rich in fossil plants typical of a subtropical rainforest, 
yielding m

any type specim
ens of fossil birds, insects, fish and plants, particularly 

at Bognor Reef. The overlying Bracklesham
 G

roup of sedim
ents w

ere then 
deposited in alternating intertidal and offshore environm

ents. 

Earth m
ovem

ents, associated w
ith the Alpine O

rogeny, folded this sequence 
of rocks, producing the Littleham

pton chalk ridge and a parallel ridge to 
the south, rem

nants of w
hich now

 form
 the Isle of W

ight chalk dow
ns. The 

ancient Solent River flow
ed betw

een these tw
o ridges until rising sea levels 

eventually isolated the Isle of W
ight from

 the m
ainland. Terrace gravels 

m
arking the historic shore of the Solent River contain vertebrate rem

ains 
associated w

ith w
arm

er phases betw
een ice ages, know

n as interglacials, 
during the Pleistocene Period 350,000–125,000 years ago. These gravels – 
exposed on the coast at Lee-on-the-Solent, Bracklesham

 Bay and Selsey – 
contain im

portant Pleistocene vertebrate rem
ains and Palaeolithic artefacts. 

The rem
ains of a nom

adic hunter-gatherer (‘Boxgrove M
an’) found in the 

gravel deposits of a raised beach represent the earliest know
n hum

an 
occupation of the British Isles. 

The sand and shingle beaches have been shaped by successive processes of 
erosion and deposition since the last m

ajor change in sea level, form
ing spits 

across river m
ouths and inlets. 

N
eolithic clearance of w

oodland first opened up the landscape to allow
 

farm
ing of the fertile soils and evidence show

s continuous and increasing 
occupation during the Bronze and Iron ages. The Rom

ans established 
Chichester as an im

portant new
 m

arket tow
n and m

ilitary centre w
ithin 20 

years of invading, and evidence of continued occupation is reflected by the 
Rom

an Palace at Fishbourne, villa and farm
stead sites, a tem

ple on H
ayling 

Island and Portchester Castle, developed as one of the Saxon Shore forts.

The coastal plain continued to be densely settled in the Saxon and m
edieval 

periods as m
arket tow

ns increased. Som
e Saxon tow

ns such as Littleham
pton 

developed detached ports. Im
portant exam

ples of Anglo-Saxon architecture 
survive at sites such as Titchfield Church. In the w

est, distinctly urban 
settlem

ents developed during the m
edieval period. Richard I ordered 

the construction of a dockyard at Portsm
outh and granted the tow

n its 
first charter in 1194. H

avant, Em
sw

orth, Fareham
, G

osport and Titchfield 
developed into m

arket tow
ns and a string of fishing villages developed along 

the coast. 

Portsm
outh’s strategic location on the south coast of England, protected by 

the natural defence of the Isle of W
ight, m

ade it an ideal base for England’s 
(and later Britain’s) N

avy. D
efensive structures w

ere built to protect the area 
from

 the 14th century onw
ards in response to French raids. M

ost visible 
is the 19th-century ring of forts that extend onto Portsdow

n in the South 
H

am
pshire Low

lands N
C

A. N
on-m

ilitary operation – such as passenger 
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steam
ers, fishing and recreational sailing – also flourished, and m

aritim
e and 

associated industries continue to dom
inate the landscape and econom

y. 

The coastal plain’s fertile soils, along w
ith grazing on the adjacent D

ow
ns and 

tim
ber and stock rearing on the W

eald, allow
ed the econom

y to diversify and 
the num

ber of m
arket tow

ns to expand.

The agriculture of the area w
as stim

ulated by dem
and from

 the dockyard 
and its victualling yard at G

osport, a tow
n w

hich also developed around 
its m

ilitary barracks, hospitals and ordnance depots. The area w
as also 

im
portant for m

arket gardening. Soft fruits have been harvested in the 
H

am
ble Valley for over 150 years, giving it the title of the ‘Straw

berry Coast’. 
The thin, stony soils suited shallow

-rooted straw
berries and the w

arm
 

prevailing w
ind com

ing over the Solent reduced the risk of early frosts. 
Railw

ays enabled fruit to be delivered across the country on ‘straw
berry 

specials’ from
 the m

id 1800s. 

The coast continued to be of strategic im
portance during the 20th century. 

Fortifications w
ere increased during both the First and Second W

orld W
ars, 

such as anti-tank beach block defences at Eastney and pillboxes. M
ilitary air 

bases w
ere established in the First W

orld W
ar and played a significant role 

in national defence during the Second W
orld W

ar, for exam
ple the Battle of 

Britain airfield at Tangm
ere, now

 m
arked by its control tow

er and m
useum

. 
Portsm

outh rem
ains the hom

e of the Royal N
avy and its historic dockyard 

and attractions such as H
M

S Victory and the M
ary Rose entice thousands of 

visitors to the area every year.  

This is an area of com
peting pressures for land. The rich arable lands 

com
bined w

ith access to local urban m
arkets and London allow

ed m
any 

farm
ers to re-build their farm

steads, particularly in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. As a result there are very few

 pre-1750 farm
 buildings. D

uring 
the 19th and 20th centuries, m

edieval tow
ns expanded to the extent that 

few
 areas of countryside rem

ain near the H
am

pshire coast. To the east, 
developm

ent of seaside resorts also resulted in the spread of urban areas 
such as W

orthing, particularly after the com
ing of the railw

ays in the 19th 
century. The depression of the interw

ar years, disease, higher w
ages for 

agricultural w
orkers and com

petition from
 abroad forced m

any fruit grow
ers 

out of business during the 20th century, w
hile cheap im

ports and im
proved 

storage and transportation system
s also led to a decline in local cereal 

production and sheep grazing. By the 1980s m
uch of the land previously 

covered by the vast straw
berry fields w

as developed for housing. 

The high rate of urbanisation, coupled w
ith a continued reduction of 

agriculture and grasslands and com
bined w

ith coastal squeeze, has led to 
increasing fragm

entation of sem
i-natural habitats. Farlington M

arshes, for 
exam

ple, is surrounded by m
otorw

ays and housing on three sides w
hile 

threatened by the rising sea on the other.

In 2005, the 170-m
etre Spinnaker Tow

er opened as part of the redevelopm
ent 

of Portsm
outh H

arbour. It is visible from
 m

iles around, including from
 the 

M
anhood Peninsula and Isle of W

ight.

Realignm
ent schem

es, such as at M
edm

erry and Cobnor Point, continue 
to alter the coastline and provide opportunities for habitat creation and 
recreational provision as w

ell as flood protection. 
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Ecosystem
 services

The South Coast Plain N
C

A provides a w
ide range of benefits to society. Each 

is derived from
 the attributes and processes w

ithin the area. These benefits 
are know

n collectively as ‘ecosystem
 services’. The predom

inant services are 
sum

m
arised below

. Further inform
ation on ecosystem

 services provided in the 
South Coast Plain N

C
A is contained in the ‘Analysis’ section of this docum

ent. 

Provisioning services (food, fibre and w
ater supply)

¯
� Food provision: The fertile soils of the low

er plain support intensive 
arable farm

ing and horticulture, w
ith som

e dairy, beef and poultry. 
Perm

anent grassland is a feature of the poorer quality land. M
ixed 

farm
ing occurs on the thicker gravel deposits.

 
Fish are an im

portant food source. Shellfish are harvested from
 the 

harbour areas and fish landed from
 the open sea. D

uring the oyster 
fishing season of 2012/13, 60 tons of oysters w

ere harvested from
 

Chichester H
arbour. 4 The harbours are also vital nursery areas for species 

including bass, bream
, m

ullet, sole and plaice. 

¯
� W

ater availability: Public w
ater supply relies on surface w

ater abstraction 
and groundw

ater from
 the Low

er G
reensand aquifer and the W

orthing and 
Chichester chalk blocks. W

ater supply is under pressure throughout the area. 

¯
� G

enetic diversity: The H
om

e Farm
 of the G

oodw
ood Estate favours rare 

breeds such as pedigree Southdow
n sheep, continuing a tradition long 

held by the dukes of Richm
ond.

Regulating services (w
ater purification, air quality m

aintenance and 
clim

ate regulation)
¯
� Clim

ate regulation: The soils in this N
C

A predom
inantly have low

 levels of 
soil carbon (0–5 per cent). H

ow
ever, there are som

e very sm
all patches, in 

the w
est, that reach carbon levels of up to 20–50 per cent. The relatively 

large areas of flood plain grazing m
arsh have additional locked-up carbon 

stores, as do the sm
all areas of w

oodland.
 ¯
� Regulating soil erosion: Lighter soils m

ake up just under half of the N
CA 

and exposed soils are at risk of erosion on sloping land, exacerbated w
here 

organic m
atter levels are low

 after continuous arable cultivation or w
here soils 

are com
pacted. Sand dune soils are very unstable, w

ith the extent of erosion 
depending on the degree to w

hich vegetation has stabilised the dune system
.

¯
� Regulating w

ater quality: There are three m
ain sources of groundw

ater 
pollution w

ithin the N
C

A – agricultural activities, saline intrusion and urban-
related activities such as sew

age leakage, road run-off and w
eed control. 

All the area’s rivers are subject to diffuse pollution arising from
 outside the 

N
C

A, including the catchm
ent of Chichester and Pagham

 harbours, w
hich 

is of particular concern given their international designations. There are a 
num

ber of ongoing initiatives to im
prove w

ater quality in this area. 5 
 

¯
� Regulating w

ater flow
: M

uch of the flood storage capacity has been lost 
through drainage of m

arshlands and conversion to intensive agriculture 
or developm

ent both w
ithin and upstream

 of this N
C

A, particularly 
affecting the Arun’s w

ide flood plain. M
any settlem

ents w
ithin the N

C
A 

are protected by flood banks.

4  Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (U
RL: w

w
w

.sussex-ifca.gov.uk/)
5 D

ow
ns and H

arbours Clean W
ater Partnership (w

w
w

.cleanw
aterpartnership.co.uk/here.htm

l)
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Policies to reduce flood risk include the storage of w

ater w
ithin the Adur 

catchm
ent on the South D

ow
ns (outside this N

C
A), as w

ell as encouraging 
the creation of sustainable urban drainage system

s and the River Lavant 
Flood Alleviation Schem

e.

¯
� Pollination: N

early 2,000 ha of grassland provides im
portant sources of 

nectar for pollinating insects, along w
ith hedges, w

hich are vital for the 
success of m

any of the area’s horticultural crops. 

¯
� Regulating coastal flooding and erosion: Large lengths of this com

plex 
stretch of coastline are in an unnatural form

. M
uch of the coastal 

frontage has been developed so only lim
ited sections of the shoreline 

are free to erode naturally, m
eaning little sedim

ent m
aterial goes into 

the coastal system
. As a result of higher w

ater levels, ‘coastal squeeze’ 
w

ill occur. This w
ill lead to beaches, intertidal areas and am

enity value 
being reduced or lost. D

efences are in place to protect the vulnerable clay 
headland of Selsey Bill from

 erosion though not necessarily trying to lock 
the feature into its present size, shape and orientation.

�
Reclam

ation of form
er coastal low

land for developm
ent has produced 

m
any areas w

here the shoreline is artificially seaw
ard of its natural position. 

Rising sea levels w
ill increase the probability of flooding for low

-lying areas. 
The relevant Shoreline M

anagem
ent Plans are pursuing an overall policy 

of ‘holding the line’ and ‘m
anaged realignm

ent’ such as at the schem
e at 

M
edm

erry w
hich w

as the first of its kind on the open coast.

Cultural services (inspiration, education and w
ellbeing)

¯
� Sense of place/inspiration: View

s of the sea and m
aritim

e and seaside 
influences generally have inspired artists from

 O
scar W

ilde to Eric Coates, 
w

ho w
as inspired to w

rite ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ (the them
e tune for BBC Radio 

4’s D
esert Island D

iscs) w
hile w

atching the sea from
 Selsey.12

Sea w
all at Southsea, Portsm

outh.
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¯
� Sense of history: The area is rich in historical evidence from

 all ages 
including the internationally im

portant Fishbourne Rom
an Palace. 

Chichester has enjoyed continuous occupation since it w
as founded by 

the Rom
ans as N

oviom
agus Reginorum

, and is dom
inated by its m

edieval 
cathedral, described by Pevsner as ‘the m

ost typical English cathedral’. 6 The 
area has a long history of m

aritim
e activity. Portsm

outh’s historic dockyard, 
w

ith attractions including N
elson’s flagship H

M
S Victory and the M

ary 
Rose, entices thousands of visitors to the area every year. Further east, a 
string of fishing villages grew

 into popular seaside tow
ns from

 the G
eorgian 

period and include Bognor Regis, Littleham
pton and W

orthing.

¯
� Tranquillity: Tranquillity is a scarce but greatly prized resource w

ithin this 
heavily urbanised N

C
A. O

nly 7 per cent of area is classed as undisturbed, 
w

hile 35 per cent of the area is classified as urban. Pockets of tranquillity 
are associated w

ith the central rural areas, the M
anhood Peninsula and 

undeveloped harbours, including Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B. 

¯
� Recreation: Coastal and w

ater-borne activities are popular in this N
C

A 
and are an im

portant contributor to the local econom
y. Chichester 

H
arbour alone has over 5,200 m

oorings and m
arina berths and 16 sailing 

clubs. Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B has approxim

ately 1.5 m
illion visitors 

each year. W
alkers, cyclists, artists and birdw

atchers all enjoy the area. 
M

any just sit and enjoy the view
. East H

ead is one of the m
ost popular 

recreation sites in the South East. Along the coast, tourism
 is also vital to 

the econom
ies of seaside tow

ns such as W
orthing and Littleham

pton.

¯
� Biodiversity: Three per cent (1,700 ha) of the area is designated as Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and there are four Special Protection 
Areas (SPA, tw

o Special Areas of Conservation (SAC and four Ram
sar 

sites. Priority habitats include around 2,000 ha of coastal and flood plain 
grazing m

arsh and 1,000 ha of reedbeds. 

 
Chichester H

arbour has been designated as a w
etland of international 

im
portance under the Ram

sar Convention (1971) as it regularly holds 20,000 
or m

ore w
ildfow

l and w
aders in w

inter. It has the third largest population 
of dark-bellied Brent goose in the country

7 and supports internationally 
im

portant populations of dunlin and black-tailed godw
it. It also has a sm

all 
resident harbour seal population. Pagham

, Langstone and Portsm
outh 

harbours also have w
ildfow

l num
bers of national or international 

im
portance and the w

hole area is im
portant for breeding terns.

 
A survey of the fish population of Chichester H

arbour carried out in 2004 by 
the U

niversity of Portsm
outh recorded 32 species, w

ith sand goby, painted 
goby and black bream

 the m
ost abundant. Also num

erous at som
e sites w

ere 
bass, ballan w

rasse and corkw
ing w

rasse. Tw
enty-tw

o species w
ere identified 

in 2012. The harbours are also vital nursery areas for species such as bass, 
bream

, m
ullet, sole and plaice w

hich m
ake use of the seagrass beds.

 ¯
� G

eodiversity: This N
C

A includes the site of the rem
ains of H

om
o 

heidelbergensis, the w
orld-fam

ous ‘Boxgrove M
an’, found in river gravels 

overlying chalk in a gravel pit just outside Chichester. Terrace gravels 
m

arking the historic shore of the Solent River contain im
portant Pleistocene 

vertebrate rem
ains and Palaeolithic (Early Stone Age) artefacts.

7  W
etland Bird Survey data (U

RL: w
w

w
.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/w

ebs/data)
6  The Buildings of England: Sussex, N

 Pevsner and I N
airn (1965)
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For exam
ple, by:

 
¯

Supporting the adaptability of coastal features and habitats to sea level 
rise and enhancing/creating opportunities for natural adaptation and/or 
m

igration w
here appropriate, to aid the long-term

 alleviation of coastal 
flooding in accordance w

ith the strategies of the Shoreline M
anagem

ent 
Plans. 8

 
¯

Conserving coastal geom
orphological features (and the natural 

processes needed to sustain them
). 

 
¯

Enhancing the area’s internationally im
portant natural coastal 

landscapes, nam
ely Chichester and Langstone harbours, Pagham

 
H

arbour, Solent and Southam
pton W

ater, and Portsm
outh H

arbour 
Special Areas of Protection (SPA), significantly restoring and expanding 
their coastal habitats – including intertidal m

udflats, coastal salt m
arsh, 

saline lagoons and coastal grazing m
arsh – to im

prove resilience 
to clim

ate change w
hile aiding flood alleviation and contributing 

significantly to biodiversity.
 

¯
W

here existing flood defences are reinforced, w
orking w

ith partners to 
lim

it adverse im
pacts on biodiversity, public access and historic interest.

SEO
 1: Plan for and m

anage the effects of coastal change by allow
ing the operation of natural coastal processes and im

proving the sustainability 
of current m

anagem
ent practices along the diverse coastline to successfully integrate the needs of the natural environm

ent, landscape, local 
com

m
unities, agriculture and recreation am

id significant urban stretches.

 
¯

M
aintaining sites of geom

orphological im
portance and coastal 

exposures of Low
er Tertiary deposits w

ith diverse fossil assem
blages, 

such as at Felpham
, Bognor Reef and Bracklesham

 Bay.
 

¯
Identifying further opportunities to create com

pensation habitats for 
those lost to ‘coastal squeeze’, aim

ing to ensure no net loss of habitat, 
benefiting biodiversity and the regulation of coastal erosion and flooding.
 

¯
W

orking in partnership to m
onitor the im

pact of erosion, particularly 
at East H

ead, and responding to change, for exam
ple by developing a 

strategy for m
anaging coastal footpaths at risk from

 rising sea levels and 
failing sea defences.
 

¯
Prom

oting access opportunities w
hich educate people about the 

vulnerability of the coastal habitats in the N
ational Character Area (N

C
A) 

and encourage visits of a low
-im

pact nature that avoid any adverse 
im

pacts on agricultural m
anagem

ent, landscape, habitats and w
ildlife.

 
¯

Im
proving access to the coast for w

alking, cycling and disabled people and 
encouraging reduced car use; and securing opportunities for the public to 
enjoy the natural environm

ent through the im
plem

entation of the England 
Coast Path w

hile ensuring appropriate protection of sensitive sites.

8  South East Coastal G
roup Shoreline M

anagem
ent Plans (U

RL: w
w

w
.se-coastalgroup.org.uk/bh-to-sb-2006/); N

orth Solent Shoreline M
anagem

ent Plan (U
RL: w

w
w

.northsolentsm
p.co.uk/

index.cfm
?articleid=6554&

articleaction=nthslnt&
CFID

=8104695&
CFTO

KEN
=57030621)
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9  Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project (U
RL: w

w
w

.solentforum
.org/forum

/sub_groups/N
atural_Environm

ent_G
roup/D

isturbance_and_M
itigation_Project/)

15

For exam
ple, by:

 
¯

D
eveloping a com

prehensive fram
ew

ork of green infrastructure 
throughout the N

C
A and the creation/im

provem
ent of other green 

spaces that link into the heart of urban areas and contribute to urban 
greening, m

eeting Accessible N
atural G

reen Space Standards (AN
G

St) 
w

here possible.
 

¯
W

orking in partnership w
ith local authorities to develop effective solutions 

to address negative im
pacts of recreational pressure on bird populations as 

identified by the Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project. 9

 
¯

Seeking potential com
pensation sites and ensuring that adequate 

m
itigation is provided for developm

ent that w
ill cause significant adverse 

im
pact upon the area’s internationally im

portant bird populations. 
 

¯
Ensuring that all coastal developm

ent and access provision respects the 
area’s particular sensitivity to bird disturbance issues.
 

¯
Creating new

 areas of m
ultifunctional greenspace w

ithin and surrounding 
identified grow

th areas, including com
m

unity food gardens and significant 
areas of new

 saline and freshw
ater w

etlands form
ing sustainable urban 

drainage system
s to im

prove w
ater quality, provide a local recreational 

resource, enhance landscape setting and aid flood alleviation.
 

¯
W

orking w
ith local groups such as the Local Enterprise Partnerships, 

Local N
ature Partnerships, Chichester H

arbour Conservancy, local 
planning authorities and individual businesses to take a strategic 
view

 of com
m

ercial opportunities that can be delivered in a w
ay that 

supports the natural environm
ent.

SEO
 2: Plan for the creation of a strong landscape fram

ew
ork w

ithin and around m
ajor settlem

ents and identified grow
th areas, w

hile m
anaging and 

enhancing existing greenspace and access, and balancing the needs of agriculture, com
m

unities and the natural environm
ent.

 
¯

Engaging early in the scoping of new
 developm

ents to ensure that they 
m

axim
ise their contribution to sustainable developm

ent.
 

¯
Seeking to m

aintain and enhance areas of open countryside in this 
heavily urbanised N

C
A, to preserve the distinct settlem

ent pattern 
and ensure that local com

m
unities have access to greenspace for their 

w
ellbeing and enjoym

ent.
 

¯
Encouraging a strategic approach to the planning of land use around 
Chichester and Langstone harbours and the M

anhood Peninsula to 
address the pressures of clim

ate change and developm
ent, ensuring 

that natural processes continue to function and the com
paratively w

ild 
and tranquil character is retained.
 

¯
Ensuring that developm

ent and its associated infrastructure (including 
light, noise and air pollution) does not intrude on the special qualities of 
Chichester H

arbour Area of O
utstanding N

atural Beauty (AO
N

B) and the 
South D

ow
ns N

ational Park; and ensuring that the landscape character 
w

ithin these areas and their settings is conserved, restored, reinforced 
or created as appropriate to reflect the am

bitions of their respective 
m

anagem
ent plans.

 
¯

Prom
oting and enhancing the rights of w

ay netw
ork throughout the 

area, especially along the coast and linking to the South D
ow

ns, w
hile 

developing new
 perm

issive access that links tow
ns and settlem

ents 
to quality greenspace and other areas of interest as part of a cohesive 
netw

ork of inspiring access provision for all.
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10  The Check, Clean D
ry cam

paign, Environm
ent Agency (U

RL: http://w
w

w
.environm

ent-agency.gov.uk/hom
eandleisure/w

ildlife/129217.aspx)
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For exam
ple, by:

 
¯

W
orking w

ith the Solent W
ater Q

uality Association and other partners to 
achieve the highest w

ater quality and the aim
s of the W

ater Fram
ew

ork 
D

irective.
 

¯
Prom

oting the installation of holding tanks for recreational vessels and 
seeking to provide the necessary infrastructure to pum

p out holding 
tanks; ensuring that there are adequate reception facilities for vessel-
landed w

aste and m
aintaining a M

aritim
e and Coastguard Agency-

com
pliant Port W

aste M
anagem

ent Plan.
 

¯
Reducing the am

ount of nutrients entering the harbours from
 dom

estic 
and industrial sources by engaging w

ith the planning process to ensure 
that new

 developm
ents incorporate the best possible w

aste reduction 
m

easures, including sustainable urban drainage system
s.

 
¯

Reducing the am
ount of nutrients entering the harbours from

 
agricultural sources by continuing w

ith catchm
ent initiatives that 

engage w
ith and challenge farm

ers to reduce nutrient leaching, 
pesticide contam

ination and soil erosion, especially by establishing 
buffers of perm

anent grassland alongside w
atercourses.

 
¯

Seeking opportunities to increase capacity and im
prove the level of 

treatm
ent for w

aste w
ater treatm

ent w
orks discharging into the harbours.

SEO
 3: M

anage and significantly enhance the area’s rivers and chalk stream
s and their w

etland valley habitats to provide resilience against clim
ate 

change and im
prove flood protection and w

ater quality, particularly in the internationally designated sites such as Chichester and Pagham
 harbours, 

for the benefit of local com
m

unities and w
ildlife.

 
¯

Expanding and re-linking low
land m

eadow
s, flood plain grazing m

arsh, 
saline lagoons and other w

etland habitats found on the flood plains 
of the rivers M

eon, Adur and Arun and the chalk stream
s, to enhance 

adaptation to clim
ate change, increase flood storage capacity, im

prove 
w

ater quality and provide w
ildlife corridors for biodiversity.

 
¯

Seeking opportunities to restore natural river geom
orphology, bringing 

rivers back into continuity w
ith their flood plains and re-creating 

backw
aters as a refuge for aquatic species in tim

es of drought. 
 

¯
Creating w

ide grassland buffer strips running across slopes and 
alongside w

atercourses in areas of arable production, especially w
ithin 

the Arun priority catchm
ent, to provide a buffer to soil erosion and 

nutrient run-off thereby further helping to im
prove river w

ater quality.
 

¯
M

inim
ising the risk of spreading non-native invasive species to new

 
sites through hum

an activity, for exam
ple by prom

otion of the ‘Check, 
Clean, D

ry’ cam
paign

10 and w
orking w

ith partners to co-ordinate and 
prom

ote control m
easures for non-native invasive species.

 
¯

W
orking to im

prove and protect the area’s chalk stream
s, for exam

ple 
by review

ing ecological designations and expanding areas of sem
i-

natural habitat in chalk stream
 flood plains, w

ithin the N
C

A and 
upstream

. This w
ill to act as pollution filtration w

hile also providing 
biodiversity benefits and inform

ation about chalk stream
 ecology and 

the negative im
pacts of unsustainable w

ater use.Continued on follow
ing page
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¯

Targeted expansion of w
oodland on steeper slopes and adjacent to 

w
atercourses to reduce soil erosion, especially w

ithin the catchm
ents 

of the Arun and M
eon and the Pagham

 and Chichester harbours, 
w

hich m
ay also provide a local source of w

ood fuel w
here m

anaged 
by coppicing.
 

¯
Restoring hedgerow

 boundaries, w
here they w

ill help to im
pede 

cross-land flow
s w

ithin the catchm
ents of the Arun and M

eon. This 
w

ill aid im
provem

ents in w
ater quality and provide food sources 

for pollinating insects, as w
ell as restoring the character of native 

hedgerow
s and traditional field patterns – especially w

here lost in 
peri-urban areas.
 

¯
Seeking appropriate levels of com

m
ercial use of the harbours, 

balancing the need to m
aintain a vigorous tourism

 industry w
ith 

preserving the natural beauty and ecology of the areas; w
orking w

ith 
partners to educate groups using the w

ater bodies on the needs of 
others and to give guidance on behaviour and good practice; and 
supporting changes w

hich encourage users to enjoy congested areas 
such as Chichester H

arbour outside peak tim
es.

 
¯

Engaging w
ith local com

m
unities and schools to increase 

appreciation and understanding of their local rivers and w
ater 

resources.

Continued from
 previous page

Portsm
outh H

arbour and Spinnaker Tow
er.
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For exam
ple, by:

 
¯

Prom
oting the heritage of the urban areas, including the strong m

aritim
e 

and m
ilitary associations; and engaging com

m
unities w

ith their local 
history and strengthening the physical links w

ith the im
portant historic 

landscapes that surround them
.

 
¯

Prom
oting and protecting the historic environm

ent along the coast 
– notably Portchester Castle and m

ilitary rem
ains, including the 

N
apoleonic coastal fortification – and recording heritage features at risk 

of sea level rise. 
 

¯
Providing educational opportunities and interpretation of historic and 
geological features to im

prove understanding and enjoym
ent.

 
¯

Restoring the traditional field patterns of the rural peninsulas, such as 
Chichester H

arbour AO
N

B and the M
anhood Peninsula, through the 

replacem
ent of lost hedgerow

s and im
provem

ent in the condition of 
existing hedgerow

s through replanting gaps.
 

¯
Supporting the use of traditional breeds and varieties to provide distinct 
quality produce to encourage m

arketing initiatives. 
 

¯
W

orking w
ith partners and local interest groups to prom

ote an 
appreciation and understanding of the geodiversity of the N

C
A and 

connecting com
m

unities w
ith their local heritage.

SEO
 4: M

anage the rich archaeological and historic resource and geological exposures w
ithin the farm

ed, coastal and peri-urban landscape, including 
the longstanding associations of horticultural and m

aritim
e industries and the m

ilitary, enhancing a strong sense of place.

 
¯

Considering reversion of arable to pasture and scrub clearance 
w

here current land cover threatens the integrity of earthw
orks and 

m
onum

ents, including num
erous Rom

an and m
edieval rem

ains.
 

¯
M

aintaining the setting of the cathedral city of Chichester and long 
view

s to its prom
inent cathedral spire, view

ed from
 the Chichester 

H
arbour AO

N
B to the south and the South D

ow
ns N

ational Park to the 
north, and w

ider view
s out over the sea. 

 
¯

M
aintaining im

portant inland geology exposed in pits and quarries, for 
exam

ple D
ow

nend Chalk Pit Site of Special Scientific Interest, helping to 
prom

ote an appreciation and understanding of the geodiversity of the 
N

C
A and connecting com

m
unities w

ith their local heritage.
 

¯
Encouraging the use of traditional building m

aterials (such as tim
ber 

fram
e, flint, cob and thatch) in conservation projects and prom

oting the 
use of the Chichester H

arbour AO
N

B design guidance for replacem
ent 

dw
ellings in the AO

N
B. 

 
¯

Supporting the w
ork of partners including Chichester H

arbour 
Conservancy and environm

ental education groups to establish closer 
links betw

een the education service and the local farm
ing com

m
unity, 

sustainable schools, healthy eating program
m

es and com
m

unity services. 
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Supporting docum
ent 1: Key facts and data

South Coast Plain N
ational 

Character Area (N
C

A): 52,245 ha

1. Landscape and nature conservation designations

Eight per cent (4,186 ha) of the N
C

A falls w
ithin the Chichester H

arbour Area 
of O

utstanding N
atural Beauty (AO

N
B).

¯
� w

w
w

.conservancy.co.uk
Source: N

atural England (2011) 

1.1 D
esignated nature conservation sites

The N
C

A includes the follow
ing statutory nature conservation designations:

Tier
D

esignation 
D

esignated site(s)
Area (ha) %

 of N
CA 

International
Ram

sar sites
Chichester and 
Langstone H

arbours; 
Pagham

 H
arbour; Solent 

and Southam
pton W

ater; 
Portsm

outh H
arbour

1,288
2

European
Special Protection 
Area (SPA)

Chichester and Langstone 
H

arbours SPA; Pagham
 

H
arbour SPA; Solent and 

Southam
pton W

ater SPA; 
Portsm

outh H
arbour SPA

1,271
2

Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC)

Solent M
aritim

e SAC; 
Solent and Isle of W

ight 
Lagoons SAC

238
<1

N
ational 

N
ational N

ature 
Reserve (N

N
R)

Titchfield H
aven N

N
R

120
<1

N
ational 

Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI)

A total of 22 sites w
holly 

or partly w
ithin the N

C
A

1,688
3

Source: N
atural England (2011)

Please note: (i) D
esignated areas m

ay overlap (ii) all figures are cut to M
ean H

igh W
ater Line, 

designations that span coastal areas/view
s below

 this line w
ill not be included.

There are 253 local sites in South Coast Plain covering  2,827 ha, w
hich is 5 per 

cent of the N
C

A. 
Source: N

atural England (2011)

¯
� D

etails of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at: 
http://w

w
w

.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm
¯
� D

etails of Local N
ature Reserves (LN

R) can be searched at:
 

http://w
w

w
.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/lnr/lnr_search.asp

¯
� M

aps show
ing locations of Statutory sites can be found at:

 
http://m

agic.defra.gov.uk/w
ebsite/m

agic/ – select ‘Rural D
esignations Statutory’

1.1.1 Condition of designated sites 
Condition category

Area (ha)
%

 of SSSI land in category condition
U

nfavourable declining
65

4
Favourable

1,056
63

U
nfavourable no change

73
4

U
nfavourable recovering

476
29

Source: N
atural England (M

arch 2011)

¯
 

D
etails of SSSI condition can be searched at: 

 
http://w

w
w

.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/reportIndex.cfm
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2. Landform
, geology and soils

2.1 Elevation
Elevation ranges from

 below
 sea level (areas by the coast) to a m

axim
um

 of 
99 m

 across the plain slopes. The average elevation of the landscape is 12 m
 

above sea level.
Source: N

atural England 2010, South C
oast Plain C

ountryside Character Area description

2.2 Landform
 and process

Landform
 is dom

inated by the low
 relief of Tertiary sands, silts and clays that 

overlie the Chalk. The east-w
est fold of Chalk know

n as the Littleham
pton 

anticline form
s an isolated ridge to the north of Portsm

outh know
n as 

Portsdow
n H

ill. This rises from
 near sea level to over 100 m

 and creates a 
dram

atic backdrop to Portsm
outh H

arbour.
Source: South C

oast Plain C
ountryside Character Area description

2.3 Bedrock geology
Structurally, the South Coast Plain is part of the larger H

am
pshire Basin w

hich 
w

as form
ed w

hen the underlying chalk rocks w
ere folded and faulted by the 

Alpine O
rogeny (m

ountain-building episode). The Littleham
pton anticline, an 

east-w
est fold of chalk, form

s an isolated ridge called Portsdow
n H

ill to the 
north of Portsm

outh.

D
uring the Tertiary, sedim

ents of the Thanet Sands Form
ation and Lam

beth 
G

roup sands and clays w
ere deposited onto the Chalk in a shallow

 m
arine 

setting. As sea levels rose and the sea deepened, the fossiliferous London 
Clay w

as laid dow
n. Subsequently, as the sea becam

e shallow
er again, the 

Bracklesham
 G

roup of clays, silts and sands w
ere deposited in an intertidal 

and offshore environm
ent on a large coastal plain. Bracklesham

 Bay is the 
type locality for these deposits, and together w

ith the foreshore deposits of 
this type near G

osport they have yielded fossil fish, bird and plant rem
ains.

Source: South C
oast Plain and H

am
pshire Low

lands N
atural Area Profile, South C

oast Plain 

C
ountryside Character Area description, British G

eological Survey m
aps

2.4 Superficial deposits
Terrace gravels m

arking the historic shore of the Solent River contain 
vertebrate rem

ains associated w
ith w

arm
er phases betw

een ice ages, know
n 

as interglacials, during the Pleistocene period, 350,000 to 125,000 years ago. 
These gravels, exposed on the coast at Lee-on-the-Solent, Bracklesham

 Bay 
and Selsey contain im

portant Pleistocene vertebrate rem
ains and Palaeolithic 

(Early Stone Age) artefacts. 

The entrances to Chichester, Langstone and Pagham
 H

arbours and the 
H

am
ble estuary are guarded by classic sand dune and shingle spit features. 

At Brow
ndow

n, w
est of G

osport, and at other points along the coast, 
shingle deposits form

 w
ell developed shingle features, those at Brow

ndow
n 

show
ing clearly defined apposition ridges that have been deposited over 

m
any centuries. Further sand dune form

ations occur at Clim
ping, w

est of 
Bognor Regis, w

here the dunes have form
ed at the m

outh of the River Arun. 
The estuaries w

ithin the area also contain m
any im

portant exam
ples of salt 

m
arshes of differing age and state of evolution. The area provides classic 

exam
ples of coastal features and valuable opportunities to study m

odern 
coastal processes at w

ork.
Source: South C

oast Plain and H
am

pshire Low
lands N

atural Area Profile, South C
oast Plain 

C
ountryside Character Area description, British G

eological Survey m
aps
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2.5 D
esignated geological sites

D
esignation

N
um

ber 
G

eological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
5

M
ixed interest SSSI

4

There are no Local G
eological Sites w

ithin the N
C

A

¯
� D

etails of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at: 
 

http://w
w

w
.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm

2.6 Soils and Agricultural Land Classification
O

ver the superficial gravel lie deep and w
ell-drained brow

n earths w
hich 

occur w
idely over m

uch of the area. Chalky thinner soils have form
ed over 

the chalk outlier of H
ighdow

n H
ill. The range of fertile soils throughout the 

area com
bined w

ith the flat terrain and favourable clim
atic conditions result 

in high quality agricultural land. G
rade 1 land is found predom

inantly through 
a central strip, east of Chichester H

arbour. G
rade 2 is found predom

inantly 
east of Chichester H

arbour. G
rade 3 and 4 land is found in patches m

ainly to 
the east of the N

C
A. 

Source: South C
oast Plain and H

am
pshire Low

lands N
atural Area Profile, South C

oast Plain 

C
ountryside Character Area description

The m
ain grades of agricultural land in the N

C
A are broken dow

n as follow
s 

(as a proportion of total land area):
Agricultural Land Classification

Area (ha)
%

 of N
C

A
G

rade 1
6,911

13
G

rade 2
12,832

25
G

rade 3
10,798

21
G

rade 4
1,866

4
G

rade 5
40

<1
N

on-agricultural
3,781

7
U

rban
15,370

29
Source: N

atural England (2010)

¯
� M

aps show
ing locations of statutory sites can be found at: 

 
http://m

agic.defra.gov.uk/w
ebsite/m

agic/ - Select ‘Landscape’ (show
s ALC 

and 27 types of soils)

Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B.

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:
Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



22

3. Key w
ater bodies and catchm

ents 

3.1 M
ajor rivers/canals

The follow
ing m

ajor rivers/canals (by length) have been identified in this N
CA.

N
am

e
Length in N

C
A (km

)

Chichester Canal
6

River Arun
3

River M
eon

6
Source: N

atural England (2010)

Please note: other significant rivers (by volum
e) m

ay also occur. These are not listed w
here the 

length w
ithin the N

C
A is short.

The rivers crossing the plain locally form
 w

ide alluvial flood plains. 
Southw

ard facing stream
s, that are locally referred to as ‘rifes’, cut through 

the low
er plain. Flooded gravel pits com

prise som
e of the largest areas of 

freshw
ater in the region.

3.2 W
ater quality

The total area of N
itrate Vulnerable Zone is 37,784 ha, or 72 per cent of the N

C
A. 

Source: N
atural England (2010)

3.3 W
ater Fram

ew
ork D

irective
M

aps are available from
 the Environm

ent Agency show
ing current and projected 

future status of w
ater bodies at: http://m

aps.environm
ent-agency.gov.uk/

w
iyby/w

iybyController?ep=m
aptopics&

lang=_e

Saltm
arsh at East H

ead.
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Area and proportion of Ancient W
oodland and Planted Ancient W

oodland 
w

ithin the N
C

A:
Type

Area (ha)
%

 of N
C

A
Ancient sem

i-natural w
oodland

620
1

Ancient re-planted w
oodland (PAW

S)
160

<1
Source: N

atural England (2004)

5. Boundary features and patterns

5.1 Boundary features
The low

er coastal plain has few
 trees or hedgerow

s and drainage ditches, 
w

ire fences or low
 banks are m

ore usual as field boundaries. In contrast the 
upper coastal plain is m

ore w
ooded and w

ell linked by hedgerow
s.

Source: South C
oast Plain C

ountryside Character Area description; C
ountryside Q

uality 

C
ounts (2003)

5.2 Field patterns
Fields throughout the low

er coastal plain tend to be large and arable. In 
contrast, the upper coastal plain typically has sm

aller fields. The fields largely 
appear to have been created through a process of enclosure by agreem

ent, 
w

ith som
e sm

all areas of m
ore regular enclosure. Typically the fields 

surrounding settlem
ents are sm

all. 
Source: South C

oast Plain C
ountryside Character Area description; C

ountryside Q
uality 

C
ounts (2003)

4. Trees and w
oodlands

4.1 Total w
oodland cover

The N
C

A contains 2,633 ha of w
oodland (w

here w
oodlands are over 2 ha in 

size), covering 5 per cent of the N
C

A and including 780 ha of ancient w
oodland.

Source: N
atural England (2010), Forestry Com

m
ission (2011)

4.2 D
istribution and size of w

oodland and trees in the landscape 
There is a strong netw

ork of sm
all and m

edium
 sized broadleaf w

oodlands 
throughout the upper coastal plain. The landscape pattern com

prises som
e 

ancient w
oodland, coniferous plantations and sm

all fields, hedgerow
s and 

w
oods. In contrast, the low

er coastal plain is relatively treeless and entails 
a typically hom

ogenous landscape of large fields w
ith few

 hedgerow
s or 

trees. Sm
all areas of w

ind-sculpted w
oodland persist on som

e coastal fringes, 
particularly around the sheltered inlets.

Source: N
atural England (2010)

4.3 W
oodland types

A statistical breakdow
n of the area and type of w

oodland found across the N
CA 

is detailed below
.  

Area and proportion of different w
oodland types in the N

CA (over 2 ha).
W

oodland type
Area (ha)

%
 of N

C
A

Broadleaved
2,241

4
Coniferous

139
<1

M
ixed

68
<1

O
ther

185
<1

Source: Forestry Com
m

ission (2011)
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6.4 Land use
Cereals and grassland dom

inate this area in roughly equal proportions, w
ith 

cereals covering 6,950 ha (35 per cent of the farm
ed area) and grass and 

uncropped land covering 6,681 ha (34 per cent). O
ther arable crops cover 1,642 

ha (8 per cent). There are also significant areas of vegetables (1,555 ha or 8 per 
cent) and oilseeds (1,433 ha or 7 per cent). The m

ost significant change betw
een 

2000 and 2009 w
as the decline in cereals, w

hich reduced by 2,506 ha or 26 per 
cent. O

ther arable crops also declined by 368 ha. G
rass and uncropped land by 

contrast increased slightly by 274 ha, as did oilseeds w
hich increased by 309 ha. 

Source: A
gricultural C

ensus, D
efra (2010) 

6.5 Livestock num
bers

Sheep are the m
ost num

erous of the livestock (7,100) follow
ed by cattle (5,700) 

and then pigs (407). All types of livestock fell in num
bers betw

een 2000 and 
2009, w

ith pigs becom
ing near absent, falling by 10,500 or 96 per cent. Sheep 

num
bers fell by 3,100 (30 per cent) and cattle num

bers by 1,300 (18 per cent). 
Source: A

gricultural C
ensus, D

efra (2010) 

6.6 Farm
 labour

The figures suggest that the m
ajority of holdings are run by principal farm

ers 
(440) com

pared w
ith salaried m

anagers (228). There are m
ore full-tim

e w
orkers 

(824) than part-tim
e w

orkers (157). There are also 1,050 casual/gang w
orkers. 

Trends betw
een 2000 and 2009 show

 a decrease in the num
ber of principal 

farm
ers by 148 and an increase in salaried m

anagers by 6. Full-tim
e w

orker and 
part-tim

e w
orker num

bers both decreased (by 374 and 285 respectively), w
hile 

the num
ber of casual/gang w

orkers rem
ained roughly constant (increased by 8).

Source: A
gricultural C

ensus, D
efra (2010) 

Please note: (i) Som
e of the C

ensus data is estim
ated by D

efra so w
ill not be accurate for 

every holding (ii) D
ata refers to C

om
m

ercial H
oldings only (iii) D

ata includes land outside of 
the N

C
A belonging to holdings w

hose centre point is w
ithin the N

C
A listed. 

6. Agriculture

The follow
ing data has been taken from

 the Agricultural Census linked to this N
CA. 

6.1 Farm
 type

H
orticulture is the m

ost com
m

on farm
 type in term

s of num
ber of holdings 

(89), follow
ed by cereals (73) and then grazing livestock (55). Betw

een 2000 
and 2009 horticulture lost the m

ost num
ber of holdings, falling by 73 

holdings or 45 per cent. Both cereals and grazing livestock gained holdings, 
by 7 and 8 respectively. M

ost other farm
 types lost holdings, including m

ixed 
farm

s (9 holdings), general cropping (6) and dairy (2).
Source: A

gricultural C
ensus, D

efra (2010) 

6.2 Farm
 size

The sm
all farm

 sizes are m
ost num

erous in term
s of num

bers of holdings, 
w

ith 78 holdings under 5 ha and 97 holdings betw
een 5 ha and 20 ha, 

although together these account for just 6 per cent of the farm
ed area. There 

are 67 holdings over 100 ha size, w
hich by contrast m

ake up 70 per cent of the 
farm

ed area. Farm
s under 5 ha declined dram

atically, losing 74 holdings or 
around 50 per cent. Farm

s of over 100 ha also declined by 8 holdings. Farm
s 

sized betw
een 20 ha and 50 ha gained the m

ost num
ber of holdings (18), 

w
hile farm

s sized betw
een 50 ha and 100 ha also increased by 10 holdings.

Source: A
gricultural C

ensus, D
efra (2010) 

6.3 Farm
 ow

nership
2009: Total farm

 area = 19,824 ha; ow
ned land = 12,007 ha      

2000: Total farm
 area = 22,194 ha; ow

ned land = 14,292 ha 
Source: A

gricultural C
ensus, D

efra (2010) 
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7. Key habitats and species

7.1 H
abitat distribution/coverage 

There is a scanty covering of low
 grow

ing, saline tolerant plants along the 
coastline. Sand dunes and shingle beaches are found along the shoreline. The 
m

ost extensive and w
ell developed occur at the m

ouths of the m
ain harbours 

such as shingle beaches at Pagham
 H

arbour and sand dunes at East H
ead at 

the entrance of Chichester H
arbour.

Saline lagoons are found in areas along the coast, including w
ithin Pagham

 
H

arbour, Birdham
 Pool in the north-eastern edge of Chichester H

arbour and 
the entrance of Portsm

outh H
arbour. Salt m

arshes occur along the harbours 
and estuaries, particularly w

ithin Chichester H
arbour. Scrub and sm

all areas 
of w

ind-sculpted w
oodland occur on som

e coastal fringes. There are a sm
all 

num
ber of isolated coastal heaths and w

oodlands on the open plain. A netw
ork 

of broadleaved w
oodlands, including ancient w

oodland, is present in the upper 
coastal plain. Areas of m

edium
 quality agricultural land support good quality 

grassland such as in the Arun flood plain. In addition the N
CA contains im

portant 
arable habitats. These support nationally im

portant assem
blages of arable birds.

Source: South C
oast Plain and H

am
pshire Low

lands N
atural Area Profile

7.2 Priority habitats
The G

overnm
ent’s new

 strategy for biodiversity in England, Biodiversity 2020, 
replaces the previous Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) led approach. Priority 
habitats and species are identified in Biodiversity 2020, but references to 
BAP priority habitats and species, and previous national targets have been 
rem

oved. Biodiversity Action Plans rem
ain a useful source of guidance and 

inform
ation. M

ore inform
ation about Biodiversity 2020 can be found at; 

http://w
w

w
.naturalengland.org.uk/ourw

ork/conservation/biodiversity/
protectandm

anage/englandsbiodiversitystrategy2011.aspx 

The N
C

A contains the follow
ing areas of m

apped priority habitats (as m
apped 

by N
ational Inventories). Footnotes denote local/expert interpretation. This 

w
ill be used to inform

 future national inventory updates.
Priority habitat

Area (ha)
%

 of N
C

A
Coastal and flood plain grazing m

arsh
2,085

4
Broadleaved m

ixed and yew
 w

oodland (broad habitat)
1,462

3
Reedbeds

274
1

Low
land m

eadow
s

188
<1

Coastal vegetated shingle
122

<1
Coastal sand dunes

108
<1

Fens
98

<1
Saline lagoons

64
<1

Low
land dry acid grassland

64
<1

M
udflats

48
<1

Low
land heathland

45
<1

Low
land calcareous G

rassland
38

<1
Purple m

oor grass and rush pastures
1

<1
Source: N

atural England (2011)

M
aps show

ing locations of priority habitats are available at 
¯
�  http://m

agic.defra.gov.uk/w
ebsite/m

agic/ select ‘H
abitat Inventories’

7.3 Key species and assem
blages of species

¯
�  M

aps show
ing locations of priority habitats are available at: 

 
http://m

agic.defra.gov.uk/w
ebsite/m

agic/  
¯
�  M

aps show
ing locations of S41 species are available at: http://data.nbn.org.uk/
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View
 of harbour and O

ld Portsm
outh from

 fortifications.
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8. Settlem
ent and developm

ent patterns 

8.1 Settlem
ent pattern

The low
er coastal plain is dom

inated by suburban villages and extensive 
seaside tow

ns betw
een Brighton and the edge of Southam

pton. 
Sm

allholdings and bungalow
s are scattered along Southam

pton W
ater, but 

m
erge w

ith the suburban outreaches of Fareham
 tow

ards the Solent. East of 
Chichester num

erous villages form
 a fairly continuous spraw

l, including som
e 

farm
 buildings and traditional flint ham

lets. Settlem
ent is m

ore dispersed to 
the north of the chalk dip slope.

Source: South C
oast Plain  C

ountryside Character Area description; C
ountryside Q

uality 

C
ounts (2003)

8.2 M
ain settlem

ents
M

ain tow
ns/cities w

ithin and adjacent to the N
C

A (w
ith populations recorded 

in 2001) are; Southam
pton (304,400), Fareham

/Portchester (56,160), G
osport 

(69,348), H
avant (45,435), Portsm

outh (187,056), Chichester (27,477), Bognor 
Regis (62,141), Littleham

pton (55,716), W
orthing (96,964), Brighton (134,293), 

and H
ove (72,335). The total estim

ated population for this N
C

A (derived from
 

O
N

S 2001 census data) is: 505,822.
Source: O

N
S 2001 C

ensus, N
atural England (2012)

8.3 Local vernacular and building m
aterials

Building m
aterials w

ithin the coastal m
argins traditionally reflect the proxim

ity 
of the sea for im

porting raw
 m

aterials, such as tim
ber fram

es, thatch, flint and 
cob. Tim

ber fram
ing w

as w
idely used for houses until after the 17th century, 

after w
hich brick w

as a m
ore com

m
on option. The m

edieval churches around 
the harbours are m

ade of flint and stone. M
any of the villages have retained 

their m
edieval core and are often arranged round a m

arket or green area. The 
varied vernacular architecture reflects strong ties w

ith its region.
Source: South C

oast Plain C
ountryside Character Area description; C

ountryside Q
uality 

C
ounts (2003)
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9. Key historic sites and features

9.1 O
rigin of historic features

Evidence of M
esolithic people has been discovered from

 the m
ud of areas 

such as Langstone H
arbour. Settlem

ents, such as the palace at Fishbourne 
and civitas capital of Chichester, reflect that the coastal landscape w

as 
w

ell occupied in the Rom
an period. There are still som

e existing exam
ples 

of Anglo-Saxon w
ork, such as in Portchester and Titchfield church. The 

strategic im
portance of the area has resulted in significant defence w

orks 
along the coast. Portchester Castle dates from

 the Rom
an period but from

 
the 14th century onw

ards m
easures to defend the im

portant naval base 
of Portsm

outh have been constructed, m
ost visibly the 19th century ring 

of forts that extend onto Portsdow
n in the South H

am
pshire Low

lands 
character area. O

ther m
ilitary features include several hospitals and First and 

Second W
orld W

ar airfields at Tangm
ere and Shoreham

.
Source: Countryside Q

uality Counts D
raft H

istoric Profile, Countryside Character Area description

9.2 D
esignated historic assets

This N
C

A has the follow
ing historic designations: 

¯
 

10 Registered Parks and G
ardens covering 427 ha 

¯
 

N
o Registered Battlefields 

¯
 

99 Scheduled M
onum

ents 
¯

 
3,619 Listed Buildings

Source: N
atural England (2010)

¯
� M

ore inform
ation is available at the follow

ing address:
 

w
w

w
.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/

¯
� w

w
w

.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-
heritage-list-for-england/

10. Recreation and access

10.1 Public access
¯

 
Three per cent of the N

C
A  ha is classified as being publically accessible.

¯
 

There are 673 km
 of public rights of w

ay at a density of 1.3 km
 per km

2.
¯

 
There are no N

ational Trails w
ithin the South Coast Plain N

C
A.

Source: N
atural England (2010)

The follow
ing table show

s the breakdow
n of land w

hich is publically 
accessible in perpetuity: 

Access designation
Area (ha)

%
 of N

C
A

N
ational Trust (Accessible all year)

120
<1

Com
m

on Land
61

<1
Country Parks

83
<1

CRO
W

 Access Land (Section 4 and 16)
232

<1
CRO

W
 Section 15

95
<1

Village G
reens

29
<1

D
oorstep G

reens
0

0
Forestry Com

m
ission W

alkers W
elcom

e G
rants 

629
1

Local N
ature Reserves (LN

R)
933

2
M

illennium
 G

reens
0

0
Accessible N

ational N
ature Reserves (N

N
R)

120
<1

Agri-environm
ent Schem

e Access
0

0
W

oods for People
416

<1
Sources: N

atural England (2011)

Please note:  Com
m

on Land refers to land included in the 1965 com
m

ons register; 
CRO

W
 = Countryside and Rights of W

ay Act 2000; O
C and RCL = O

pen Country and Registered 
Com

m
on Land.
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Intrusion category
1960s (%

)
1990s (%

)
2007 (%

)
Percentage change (1960s-2007)

D
isturbed

44
58

58
14

U
ndisturbed

28
11

7
-21

U
rban

23
24

35
12

Sources:  CPRE (2007)

N
otable trends from

 the 1960s to 2007 are the dram
atic loss of undisturbed 

areas (a loss of 21 per cent).

¯
��M

ore inform
ation is available at the follow

ing address:
 

w
w

w
.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places

11. Experiential qualities

11.1 Tranquillity
Based on the CPRE m

ap of tranquillity (2006) it appears that the low
est scores 

for tranquillity are associated w
ith the m

ajor urban areas, particularly along 
the coast from

 Portsm
outh and Southam

pton to Brighton. The highest scores 
for tranquillity are associated w

ith land north of Selsey.

A breakdow
n of tranquillity values for this N

C
A are detailed in the table below

:
Category of tranquillity 

Score

H
ighest 

35

Low
est 

-105

M
ean 

-21Sources:  CPRE (2006)

M
ore inform

ation is available at the follow
ing address: w

w
w

.cpre.org.uk/w
hat-w

e-
do/countryside/tranquil-places/in-depth/item

/1688-how
-w

e-m
apped-tranquillity

11.2 Intrusion
The 2007 Intrusion M

ap (CPRE) show
s the extent to w

hich rural landscapes 
are ‘intruded on’ from

 urban developm
ent, noise (prim

arily traffic noise), and 
other sources of visual and auditory intrusion. This show

s that there is very 
little undisturbed land w

ithin the N
C

A as it covers the large urban areas of 
Southam

pton and Portsm
outh and the arterial route of the A/M

27 runs the 
length of it. A breakdow

n of intrusion values for this N
C

A is detailed in the 
follow

ing table:

W
orthing seafront.

28
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12.  D
ata sources

¯
�British G

eological Survey (2006) 
¯
�N

atural Area Profiles, N
atural England (published by English N

ature 1993-1998 ) 
¯
�Countryside Character D

escriptions, N
atural England (regional volum

es 
published by Countryside Com

m
ission/Countryside Agency 1998/1999) 

¯
�Joint Character Area G

IS boundaries, N
atural England (data created 2001) 

¯
�N

ational Parks and AO
N

Bs G
IS boundaries, N

atural England (2006) 
¯
�H

eritage Coast Boundaries, N
atural England (2006) 

¯
�Agricultural Census June Survey, D

efra (2000,2009) 
¯
�N

ational Forest Inventory, Forestry Com
m

ission (2011) 
¯
�Countryside Q

uality Counts D
raft H

istoric Profiles, English H
eritage (2004)* 

¯
�Ancient W

oodland Inventory, N
atural England (2003) 

¯
�Priority H

abitats G
IS data, N

atural England (M
arch 2011) 

¯
�Special Areas of Conservation data, N

atural England (data accessed in M
arch 2011) 

¯
�Special Protection Areas data, N

atural England (data accessed in M
arch 2011) 

¯
�Ram

sar sites data, N
atural England (data accessed in M

arch 2011) 
¯
�Sites of Special Scientific Interest, N

atural England (data accessed in M
arch 2011) 

¯
�D

etailed River N
etw

ork, Environm
ent Agency (2008) 

¯
�Source protection zones, Environm

ent Agency (2005) 
¯
�Registered Com

m
on Land G

IS data, N
atural England (2004) 

¯
�O

pen Country G
IS data, N

atural England (2004) 
¯
�Public Rights of W

ay D
ensity, D

efra (2011) 
¯
�N

ational Trails, N
atural England (2006) 

¯
�N

ational Tranquillity M
apping data, CPRE (2007) 

¯
�Intrusion m

ap data, CPRE (2007) 
¯
�Registered Battlefields, English H

eritage (2005) 

Please note all figures contained w
ithin the report have been rounded to the nearest 

unit. For this reason proportion figures w
ill not (in all) cases add up to 100 per cent. 

The convention <1 has been used to denote values less than a w
hole unit.

¯
�Record of Scheduled M

onum
ents, English H

eritage (2006) 
¯
�Registered Parks and G

ardens, English H
eritage (2006) 

¯
�W

orld H
eritage Sites, English H

eritage (2006) 
¯
�Incorporates H

istoric Landscape Characterisation and w
ork for prelim

inary 
H

istoric Farm
stead Character Statem

ents (English H
eritage/Countryside 

Agency 2006)
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Supporting docum
ent 2: Landscape change

Recent changes and trends

Trees and w
oodlands

 
¯

An increase in W
oodland G

rant Schem
es suggests that the character of 

the area’s w
oodlands is probably being m

aintained. Both the restoration 
of existing w

oodlands and coppice m
anagem

ent have been identified as 
being of high priority w

ithin the area, as w
ell as the high potential for the 

creation of new
 w

oodlands.

 
¯

D
utch elm

 disease and storm
 events have also had a significant visual im

pact, 
w

ith the loss of m
any of the characteristic, w

ind-shaped trees and w
oodlands.

Boundary features
 

¯
Betw

een 1999 and 2003, Environm
ental Stew

ardship capital agreem
ents for 

linear features included fencing (14 km
), hedge m

anagem
ent (4 km

), hedge 
planting and restoration (21 km

) and restored boundary protection (8 km
). The 

estim
ated boundary length for the N

CA is 1,347 km
. Total length of agreem

ents 
betw

een 1999 and 2003 is equivalent to about 4 per cent of this total. 

 
¯

By 2011 a further 200 km
 of hedges had been brought into m

anagem
ent 

through Environm
ental Stew

ardship. 

 
¯

M
any hedgerow

s are in need of restoration.

Agriculture
 

¯
According to Countryside Q

uality Counts data there has been a continued 
reduction in agricultural area and extent of grasslands betw

een 1990 and 
2003 suggesting that the erosion of agricultural character (coupled w

ith 
that of boundary features) w

as ongoing, albeit at a reduced rate.

 
¯

H
am

pshire Fare is a successful cam
paign cham

pioning local produce 
established in 1991.

 
¯

G
oodw

ood Farm
 achieved full organic status in 2004, becom

ing the 
largest low

land organic farm
 in the U

K
.

 
¯

U
ptake of agri-environm

ent schem
es has been good w

ithin the AO
N

B 
since 2005 w

ith 11 farm
s and 998 ha w

ithin Entry Level (including organic), 
five farm

s and 592 ha w
ithin the H

igher Level tier (including organic) and 
1,023 ha w

ith older schem
es such as Countryside Stew

ardship. 

Settlem
ent and developm

ent
 

¯
The area has a high rate of change to urban, w

ith m
ost of the larger 

settlem
ents show

ing evidence of extension of urban and fringe into peri-
urban. H

ow
ever, extent of new

 developm
ent beyond the peri-urban is 

lim
ited and so overall character has probably been m

aintained.

 
¯

The South East Plan originally identified significant areas of grow
th 

throughout and surrounding the N
C

A. 
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11  Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project (U
RL: w

w
w

.solentforum
.org/forum

/sub_groups/
N

atural_Environm
ent_G

roup/D
isturbance_and_M

itigation_Project/)

31

 
¯

The Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project8 has produced evidence 
regarding visitor access patterns from

 current and future housing around 
the coast and how

 their activities and the distances and tim
e for w

hich 
different bird species respond to different activities.

 
¯

The realignm
ent schem

e at M
edm

erry w
ill create footpaths, bridlew

ays 
and view

points to enjoy, w
hich w

ill be an asset for the local com
m

unity 
and local tourism

.

Sem
i-natural habitat

 
¯

The extent of agri-environm
ent agreem

ents for m
anagem

ent of grazing 
m

arshes is lim
ited. Littoral sedim

ent SSSI are m
ostly in favourable or recovering 

condition. Character of the resource has probably been m
aintained.

 
¯

The coastal realignm
ent schem

e at M
edm

erry w
ill create 183 ha of new

 
intertidal habitat and up to 300 ha of other w

etland habitats. This w
ill 

m
ake a significant contribution to intertidal habitat gains in the Solent. The 

site w
ill be m

anaged by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds under 
a m

anagem
ent plan.

 
¯

The schem
e rem

oves the need to m
anage shingle defences. This w

ill allow
 

the M
edm

erry beach to develop and evolve naturally w
ith coastal processes 

and form
 a m

ore sustainable and valuable vegetated shingle habitat.

H
istoric features
 

¯
In 1918 about 2 per cent of the N

C
A w

as historic parkland. By 1995 it 
is estim

ated that 53 per cent had been lost. About 28 per cent of the 
rem

aining parkland is covered by a H
istoric Parkland G

rant, and about 15 
per cent is included w

ithin an agri-environm
ent schem

e.

 
¯

About 68 per cent of historic farm
 buildings rem

ain unconverted. About 93 
per cent are intact structurally. These data suggest that im

portant aspects 
of the historic landscape rem

ain neglected.

 
¯

The rem
ains of H

om
o heidelbergensis w

ere first found at Boxgrove in 1994, 
com

prising the partial tibia of a m
ale. In 1996 tw

o incisor teeth from
 another 

individual w
ere found. In 2003 English H

eritage announced it w
ould buy the 

rem
ains of the quarry to ensure the preservation of the site com

plex.

 
¯

The historic dockyard in Portsm
outh H

arbour w
as restored as one of the 

M
illennium

 Projects and there are a num
ber of other projects planned 

w
ithin the area, including the establishm

ent of a research and teaching 
centre for m

aritim
e heritage studies. 

 
¯

Significant archaeological discoveries at the M
edm

erry site m
ay revise 

traditional view
s regarding the historical developm

ent of the area. 
Investigation of the m

edieval fish w
eir is increasing understanding of how

 
this structure w

as used to corral fish and a bronze-age crem
ation area is 

also being excavated and researched.
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12  D
ow

ns and H
arbours Clean W

ater Partnership (U
RL: w

w
w

.cleanw
aterpartnership.co.uk/

here.htm
l)
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¯

The H
eritage Lottery funded 2004 Archaeological Research Fram

ew
ork 

and accom
panying 2007 Research Synthesis provide a com

prehensive 
baseline of the archaeological resource of the AO

N
B. The H

LF program
m

e 
developed a strong archaeology partnership through a steering group that 
continues to oversee research.

Coast and rivers
 

¯
The M

edm
erry m

anaged realignm
ent schem

e betw
een Chichester H

arbour 
and Selsey Bill w

as the first of its kind on the open coast and one of the m
ost 

significant flood m
anagem

ent achievem
ents on the south coast to date in 

term
s of clim

ate change adaptation and m
anaging the effects of coastal 

change. It involved the realignm
ent of the coastline to a new

ly constructed 
floodw

all several kilom
etres long and one kilom

etre inland, providing flood 
protection for over 300 hom

es, the local w
ater treatm

ent w
orks and the 

only road in to Selsey. It also created over 183 ha of new
 intertidal habitat 

and over 300 ha of new
 terrestrial w

etland habitats. 

 
¯

M
edm

erry w
ill create im

portant new
 w

ildlife habitats and open up new
 

footpaths, cyclew
ays and bridlew

ays. There is another habitat creation 
project at Cobnor Point.

 
¯

There is lim
ited uptake of m

anagem
ent agreem

ents for coastal 
and riverine habitats. The biological river w

ater quality in 1995 w
as 

predom
inantly good and it has been m

aintained. The chem
ical w

ater 
quality in 1995 w

as predom
inantly very good and it has been m

aintained. 

 
¯

In 2008, a £29m
 nitrogen rem

oval schem
e to im

prove the quality of treated 
w

astew
ater at Peel Com

m
on Treatm

ent W
orks at Fareham

 w
as com

pleted.

 
¯

2009 saw
 the launch of the D

ow
ns and H

arbours Clean W
ater Partnership 

set up to tackle diffuse w
ater pollution issues affecting the quality of 

ground, surface and coastal w
aters in W

est Sussex and East H
am

pshire. 12

 
¯

Preparation w
ork for m

ajor dredging of Portsm
outh H

arbour to allow
 

passage of the Royal N
avy’s 65,000

-tonne aircraft carriers has begun.

 
¯

The Arun and Rother Connections project (ARC), is a H
LF funded 

collaborative project involving all interested partners to im
prove w

ater 
quality and flow

 in the catchm
ents and encourage local people to 

appreciate the services provided by these rivers. It involves m
ajor w

orks 
to ease fish passage, river and chalk stream

 restoration, surveys and 
rem

oval of non-native invasive aquatic plant species, w
etland habitat and 

heathland restoration as w
ell as engaging com

m
unities and landow

ners 
and im

proving access and interpretation.

M
inerals
 

¯
Lidsey O

il Field has been in production since 2008. Lidsey has one vertical 
producing w

ell in the Jurassic, G
reat O

olite reservoir.
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D
rivers of change 

Clim
ate change

 
¯

As a low
-lying coastal area in south-east England, this N

C
A is vulnerable to 

the effects of clim
ate change, particularly sea level rise, increased severity 

and frequency of storm
 events and drought.

 
¯

The coastline is particularly vulnerable to sea level rise, w
ith flooding 

a m
ajor issue for the future of the urban-dom

inated area. Accurate 
m

easurem
ents from

 the tidal gauge at Portsm
outh show

 that since1991, 
sea level has risen by 10 cm

, an increase of 6.6 m
m

 a year. Sea level rise is 
inevitably w

orrying in a landscape w
here ground height differences are 

m
easured in only a few

 m
etres. Relatively sm

all increases in sea level w
ill 

have an im
pact on the coastal com

m
unities, habitats and the species they 

support and how
 people currently use and m

anage the land. 

 
¯

N
orth Solent Shoreline M

anagem
ent Plan (SM

P) aim
s to identify 

sustainable coastal defence options based upon econom
ic criteria, w

hile 
having an overview

 of both the natural environm
ent and the hum

an and 
built environm

ent.

 
¯

Im
portant sem

i-natural habitats, including those of the designated natural 
harbours of Chichester and Langstone, m

ay suffer. M
udflats, salt m

arsh 
and shingle habitats m

ay be adversely affected by coastal squeeze w
here 

flood defences prevent m
igration. There m

ay also be loss of coastal grazing 
m

arsh, reedbeds and saline lagoons w
here coastal realignm

ent is perm
itted. 

Further realignm
ents are required to ensure that losses of intertidal habitat 

in the Solent betw
een 2025 and 2100 are offset. Finding and im

plem
enting 

further sizable opportunities in the Solent is a considerable challenge. 

 
¯

Flooding due to increased autum
n/w

inter rainfall and m
ore frequent, 

m
ore intense storm

 events could also potentially affect stretches of the 
area’s rivers, including the Arun, Adur, M

eon and H
am

ble, w
hile hotter, 

drier sum
m

ers could lead to sum
m

er drought, exacerbated by increased 
dem

and for irrigation w
ith a resulting deterioration of sem

i-natural 
w

etland habitats along the flood plain, including species-rich m
eadow

s 
and field ponds, as w

ell as rem
nant areas of heath along the coast.

 
¯

A longer grow
ing season w

ith increasing tem
peratures m

ay encourage the 
introduction of novel crops such as sunflow

ers, navy beans and soya and 
different crop tim

ings into the arable-dom
inated landscape, altering its 

character. 

 
¯

The com
position of the sem

i-natural w
oodlands of the upper coastal 

plain m
ay be affected by increased storm

iness, periods of drought and 
the prevalence of pests and diseases. Rising sea levels and coastal erosion 
m

ay also lead to the loss of coastal oaks. 

 
¯

The south coast generally is liable to be first point of entry for new
 species 

m
oving north from

 the continent.

 
¯

M
ost of the area’s coastal footpath netw

ork is located along existing sea 
defences, em

bankm
ents or the foreshore itself. O

ptions w
ill need to be 

sought to relocate footpaths and other recreational resources inland if 
significant change seem

s likely.
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The area supports internationally im
portant populations of bird species including the 

black-tailed godw
it.

34

O
ther key drivers
 

¯
The Solent coastline provides feeding grounds for internationally protected 
populations of overw

intering w
aders and w

ildfow
l and is also extensively 

used for recreation. The Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project resulted 
in com

prehensive research to assess hum
an activity on bird populations and 

there is support for a m
itigation and avoidance plan to m

inim
ise im

pact.

 
¯

Portsm
outh is identified as a centre of significant change, a regional hub 

and an international gatew
ay, and is expected to accom

m
odate around 

20 per cent of the new
 dw

ellings planned for the South H
am

pshire sub-
region as a w

hole by 2026. 

 
¯

An urban extension is planned at Chichester, w
ith over 7,000 new

 dw
ellings 

to be accom
m

odated, w
hile significant grow

th is also planned for the 
coastal settlem

ents that dom
inate the east, including W

orthing, Shoreham
 

(a grow
th point) and Brighton and H

ove (lying just outside the boundary). 

 
¯

A strategic developm
ent area (SD

A) w
ill be allocated w

ithin Fareham
 

Borough, north of the N
C

A, to com
prise 10,000 new

 dw
ellings, w

ith 
significant em

ploym
ent land to be provided on greenfield sites. 

 
¯

Just outside the N
CA in the South H

am
pshire Low

lands, the city of 
Southam

pton is identified as a regional hub and centre of significant change.

 
¯

There are various discharges of w
aste into the N

C
A from

 urban 
populations, roads, industry and through dispersed inputs such as 
agricultural run-off. The area includes part of one of the w

orld’s busiest 
shipping lanes and there are resulting problem

s w
ith litter disposal as w

ell 
as the constant danger of serious pollution incidents (and the ‘clean-up’ 
operations w

hich follow
 them

 w
hich m

ay also be dam
aging) all of w

hich 
can threaten the fragile ecology of the designated sites

 
¯

M
ost of the N

C
A is densely populated and includes w

hat am
ounts 

to a linear conurbation w
hich is under constant pressure for further 

developm
ent. 

 
¯

There is likely to be further pressure for solar arrays in this area due to its 
geographical location. 
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Sailing in Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B.
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Supporting docum
ent 3: Analysis supporting Statem

ents 
of Environm

ental O
pportunity

The follow
ing analysis section focuses on a selection of the key provisioning, 

regulating and cultural ecosystem
 goods and services for this N

C
A. These 

are underpinned by supporting services such as photosynthesis, nutrient 
cycling, soil form

ation and evapo-transpiration. Supporting services perform
 

an essential role in ensuring the availability of all ecosystem
 services. 

Biodiversity and geodiversity are crucial in supporting the full range of ecosystem
 

services provided by this landscape. W
ildlife and geologically-rich landscapes are 

also of cultural value and are included in this section of the analysis. This analysis 
show

s the projected im
pact of Statem

ents of Environm
ental O

pportunity on the 
value of nom

inated ecosystem
 services w

ithin this landscape. 
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Statem
ent of Environm

ental O
pportunity

Ecosystem
 Service

Food provision

Timber provision

Water availability

Genetic diversity

Biomass provision

Climate regulation

Regulating water 
quality

Regulating water flow

Regulating soil quality

Regulating soil erosion

Pollination

Pest regulation 

Regulating coastal 
erosion

Sense of place / 
Inspiration

Sense of history

Tranquillity

Recreation 

Biodiversity

Geodiversity

SEO
 1: Plan for and m

anage the effects of coastal change by allow
ing the 

operation of natural coastal processes and im
proving the sustainability of 

current m
anagem

ent practices along the diverse coastline to successfully 
integrate the needs of the natural environm

ent, landscape, local 
com

m
unities, agriculture, tourism

 and recreation am
id significant urban 

stretches.

 *
 

 
**

 
 

**
O*

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

*

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

**

 
 

*

 
 

***

 
 

**

 
 

**

SEO
 2: Plan for the creation of a strong landscape fram

ew
ork w

ithin and 
around m

ajor settlem
ents and identified grow

th areas, w
hile m

anaging 
and enhancing existing greenspace and access, and balancing the needs 
of agriculture, com

m
unities and the natural environm

ent.

 
 

*

 
 

***
 

 
**

 
 

*
 

 
**

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

**

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

**

 
 

**

 
 

***

 
 

***
 

 
*

SEO
 3: M

anage and significantly enhance the area’s rivers and chalk 
stream

s and their w
etland valley habitats to provide resilience against 

clim
ate change and im

prove flood protection and w
ater quality, 

particularly in the internationally designated sites such as Chichester and 
Pagham

 harbours, for the benefit of local com
m

unities and w
ildlife.

 
 

**
 

 
**

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***
 

 
***

SEO
 4: M

anage the rich archaeological and historic resource and 
geological exposures w

ithin the farm
ed, coastal and peri-urban 

landscape, including the longstanding associations of horticultural and 
m

aritim
e industries and the m

ilitary, enhancing a strong sense of place.

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***
 

 
***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***

 
 

***
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N
ote: Arrow

s show
n in the table above indicate anticipated im

pact on service delivery:    
 = Increase    

= Slight Increase    
 = N

o change    
= Slight D

ecrease    
 = D

ecrease.  Asterisks denote 
confidence in projection (*low

 **m
edium

***high) °  sym
bol denotes w

here insufficient inform
ation on the likely im

pact is available. 
 N

ational Im
portance;    

 Regional Im
portance;    

 Local Im
portance
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Landscape attributes
Landscape attribute

Justification for selection
Coastal inlets and ‘harbours’ contain 
a diverse landscape of narrow

 tidal 
creeks, m

udflats, shingle beaches, 
dunes, grazing m

arshes and 
paddocks.

 
¯

Internationally designated w
etland and coastal habitats.

 
¯

 Picturesque harbourside settlem
ents.

 
¯

The coastal area (particularly in and around Langstone H
arbour) has extensive palaeoenvironm

ental evidence.
 

¯
Future changes in sea level m

ay becom
e an im

portant issue given that the South Coast Plain is flat and low
-lying.

 
¯

Pressures for recreational uses and m
arina/harbour developm

ents along the coast.
 

¯
The conservation of w

etlands, including those of the intertidal zone, is im
portant to the area.

M
ajor urban developm

ent including 
Portsm

outh and W
orthing linked by 

the A27/M
27corridor dom

inate m
uch 

of the South Coast Plain.

 
¯

Sm
all villages engulfed by the expansion of urban coastal developm

ents w
ith m

any locally valued ‘strategic gaps’.
 

¯
Ribbon developm

ent of seaside tow
ns and caravan parks.

 
¯

Pressures for recreational uses and m
arina/harbour developm

ents along the coast.
 

¯
M

ajor east–w
est road and rail routes.

Fertile soils support a prosperous 
m

arket garden and horticultural 
trade reflecting the relatively w

arm
 

tem
peratures and long grow

ing 
season.

 
¯

Concentrations of large m
odern glasshouses and sm

all but increasing use of polytunnels.
 

¯
H

istorically associated w
ith fruit grow

ing, especially straw
berries for London, the passenger steam

er trade and the Royal N
avy.

 
¯

Successful schem
es to boost local produce.

 
¯

Loss of hedges and hedgerow
 trees ow

ing to field enlargem
ent.

 
¯

Areas of m
edium

-quality agricultural land w
here soils are shallow

, stony and poorly drained often support good quality 
perm

anent grassland.
The Plain is crossed by several rivers 
in places form

ing w
ide alluvial flood 

plains.

 
¯

The low
er plain is cut by southw

ard-flow
ing stream

s, locally term
ed ‘rifes’, each of w

hich have dry headw
ater extensions over 

the upper plain.
 

¯
M

any chalk stream
s.

 
¯

Som
e projects to im

prove w
ater quality such as ARC (Arun and Rother Connections).

 
¯

The chalk rivers of the N
C

A are of im
portance for several key w

etland and aquatic species.
The landscape is part of a broad plain 
of flinty m

arine and valley gravels 
extending several m

iles inland.

 
¯

H
istoric m

ineral extraction, landfill and flooded gravel pits.
 

¯
Flooded gravel pits m

ake up som
e of the largest areas of freshw

ater in the region.

O
pen and exposed coastal 

landscape.
 

¯
View

s to the Isle of W
ight.

 
¯

Rock islands as coastal protection m
easures im

m
ediately off the coast have a m

ajor visual influence.
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Landscape attribute
Justification for selection

Im
portant historical sites from

 all 
periods.

 
¯

D
efensive structures dem

onstrating the area’s long association w
ith the m

ilitary (especially Royal N
avy) and strategic 

im
portance.

 
¯

M
any significant Rom

an sites including Fishbourne Rom
an Palace.

 
¯

M
edieval buildings including Chichester Cathedral.

 
¯

Bosham
 is traditionally the place w

here King Canute dem
onstrated that he w

as unable to hold back the sea.
 

¯
Surviving field barns are an im

portant rem
nant of a once w

idespread building type.
 

¯
D

ovecotes are found on som
e high status farm

s.
Areas of rem

nant heathland. 
 

¯
O

nce a com
m

on and w
idespread feature of the landscape in the H

am
pshire Basin and now

 confined to sm
all isolated fragm

ents 
w

ithin the N
C

A such as H
am

ble Com
m

on.
 

¯
Rem

aining sites offer considerable potential for heathland restoration.
 Large flocks of w

ildfow
l. 

 
¯

The Solent coastline provides feeding grounds for overw
intering w

aders and w
ildfow

l and is also extensively used for 
recreation.

 
¯

Internationally im
portant num

bers of several overw
intering species including dark-bellied Brent geese, black-tailed godw

it and 
dunlin. 

 
¯

Also significant breeding area for m
any species, such as terns.

 
¯

The southern tip of the M
anhood Peninsula is a favoured m

igratory point for m
any species of birds and insects.

Arable fields in the South Coast Plain w
ith the South D

ow
ns in the background.
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Coastal realignm
ent at M

edm
erry.
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Landscape opportunities 

 
¯

M
anage the coastal habitats and features that include intertidal sand and 

m
ud, coastal salt m

arsh, coastal sand dunes coastal vegetated shingle, coastal 
heathland, beaches, coastal and flood plain grazing m

arsh and saline lagoons 
including areas of international im

portance, prom
oting opportunities for 

natural regeneration/m
igration w

here appropriate or possible and/or creating 
com

pensation habitats in areas of m
anaged realignm

ent to ensure no net loss 
of habitats such as salt m

arsh and m
udflats.

 
¯

M
anage and im

prove the productive agricultural landscape, including 
the creation of arable field m

argins, restoration of hedgerow
s and 

conservation headlands that help to support the area’s farm
land bird 

populations and pollinators.

 
¯

Prom
ote and enhance the area’s surviving historic environm

ent that 
includes im

portant Rom
an rem

ains across the area, as w
ell as the 

significant m
ilitary and m

aritim
e heritage assets, historic parkland and 

traditional buildings.

 
¯

Plan for the creation of significant new
 landscapes that provide a 

fram
ew

ork for new
 and existing developm

ent and its associated 
infrastructure.

 
¯

Ensure realignm
ent site m

anagem
ent allow

s intertidal habitats to develop 
and expand effectively to support and enhance the biodiversity interest 
and characteristic landscape.
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Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

Food 
provision

Soils

Clim
ate – 

relatively high 
tem

peratures 
and long 
grow

ing season 

M
arket 

gardening

D
airy, sheep 

and pigs

Arable

Vineyards

Poultry

Fish

H
igh proportion (38 per cent) of 

G
rade 1 and 2 land in betw

een large 
urban centres.  
 This is a fertile area w

hich supports 
intensive arable farm

ing and 
horticulture, w

ith som
e dairy, beef 

and poultry. Areas of m
edium

-
quality agricultural land w

here 
soils are shallow

, stony and poorly 
drained often support good quality 
perm

anent grassland such as on the 
Arun flood plain. 
 Fish, and particularly shellfish, are 
w

idely harvested from
 the harbour 

areas. The Selsey crab is a particular 
delicacy. 

Regional
The w

estern part of the N
C

A falls into an 
area know

n as ‘highlight zone’ – south-
facing landscape reflecting light off Solent 
and protected by Isle of W

ight creates ideal 
conditions, particularly for fruit. Vineyards 
are increasing in popularity and there have 
been experim

ents w
ith other m

ore exotic 
crops such as olives.

County food group H
am

pshire Fare is a 
not-for-profit com

m
unity interest com

pany 
established in 1991, representing around 
200 producers, hospitality venues, shops 
and cookery schools, w

hich cam
paigns to 

heighten the aw
areness and consum

ption 
of H

am
pshire’s quality produce.

G
oodw

ood Farm
 achieved full organic 

status in 2004, becom
ing the largest low

land 
organic farm

 in the U
K

. M
ilk and cream

 from
 

the D
airy Shorthorn herd are processed 

at the farm
, including being m

ade into 
traditional cheeses. Produce is sold locally 
or used in facilities on site or during events.

D
uring the oyster fishing season of 2007/08, 

58 tons of oysters w
ere harvested from

 
Chichester H

arbour.

Seven charter fishing boats operate w
ithin 

Chichester H
arbour. D

eterioration in w
ater 

quality in the harbours w
ould threaten this 

service.

Support safeguarding high-quality 
agricultural land and encourage land 
m

anagem
ent practices w

hich protect soil 
assets and the benefits they provide. 
 M

anage the agricultural landscape in 
sustainable w

ays to im
prove soil and w

ater 
regulation and im

prove long-term
 viability 

of agriculture and yields, protecting the 
natural assets of the area. 
 There is a need to safeguard soils and high 
quality agricultural land w

hen planning 
developm

ent. 
 Crop diversity w

ithin the farm
ing system

 
could also be beneficial for m

aintaining soil 
quality. 
 O

pportunities to enhance the agricultural 
landscape through creation of habitat 
m

osaics w
here forage and nesting sites 

are provided for pollinators such as 
conservation headlands, arable field 
m

argins and w
ildflow

er m
ixes. 

 Support m
easures to protect and im

prove 
w

ater quality to the harbours such as 
m

odifications to w
ater treatm

ent w
orks 

and control of agricultural run-off through 
the catchm

ent sensitive farm
ing schem

e to 
allow

 the harvesting of seafood to continue.

Support sustainable harvest of native oysters.

Food provision

Regulating soil 
quality 

Regulating 
w

ater fl
ow

Regulating 
w

ater quality 

Biodiversity

Sense of 
place/ 
inspiration 
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Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

Tim
ber 

provision
Parkland

W
oodland

W
oodland cover for this N

C
A 

is 5 per cent, covering a strong 
netw

ork of sm
all and m

edium
 sized 

broadleaf w
oodlands 

Local
This N

C
A is sparsely w

ooded and there are 
few

 suitable locations to extend w
oodland.

There are lim
ited opportunities to im

prove 
m

anagem
ent of broadleaf w

oodlands in this 
N

C
A to produce m

ore tim
ber.

Tim
ber 

provision

W
ater 

availability
Chichester 
aquifer

Rivers

Chalk stream
s

Public w
ater supply relies upon 

surface w
ater abstractions and 

groundw
ater from

 the Low
er 

G
reensand aquifer and the 

W
orthing and Chichester chalk 

blocks. 

M
ost of the area overlies post-

Carboniferous rock, although there 
are sm

all areas to the east that 
overlie an im

portant chalk aquifer. 

W
ater supply is under pressure 

throughout the area, w
ith the River 

M
eon in the w

est m
ostly classed 

as over-abstracted, and m
ost of 

the rem
aining area classed as 

over-licensed or no w
ater available 

(including the groundw
ater units 

around Portsm
outh and N

orth 
H

ayling). 

The Chichester chalk aquifer 
supports baseflow

s to spring fed 
rivers such as the rivers Em

s and 
Lavant.

Regional
The m

ain abstractions in the Arun and W
est 

Sussex Stream
s are for public w

ater supply 
follow

ed by industry and agriculture w
hile 

in the w
est, it is for public w

ater supply 
follow

ed by fish farm
ing and w

atercress 
grow

th. Consequently, sum
m

er flow
s are 

naturally low
. 

Exploitation of the aquifer to supply potable 
w

ater is seriously threatening this natural 
resource of chalk rivers and spring fed fens 
and fen-grasslands that are dependent upon 
the continual supply of unpolluted chalk 
spring w

ater. This is likely to be an increasing 
problem

 as drought caused by clim
ate 

change and increasing population put extra 
pressure on w

ater supply. 
 

Action to reduce dem
and w

ould ease 
pressure on supplies that, in som

e case, are 
already fully exploited in dry years.

Encourage the incorporation of 
sustainable drainage system

s  into all new
 

developm
ents.

Ensure that sufficient w
ater levels are 

m
aintained in ecologically sensitive and 

im
portant stream

s and rivers.

Seek opportunities to restore natural river 
geom

orphology, bringing rivers back into 
continuity w

ith their flood plains and re-
creating backw

aters as a refuge for aquatic 
species in tim

es of drought. 

Encourage cultivation practices that reduce 
dem

and for w
ater for irrigation of crops. 

 

W
ater 

availability

Regulating 
w

ater quality 

Regulating 
soil quality 
Biodiversity
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Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

G
enetic 

diversity
Traditional 
breeds

Local varieties 

The H
om

e Farm
 of the G

oodw
ood 

Estate favours rare breeds such as 
D

airy Shorthorn and Sussex cattle, 
Southdow

n sheep and Tam
w

orth 
and Saddlew

orth pigs. 

Regional

 

The pedigree Southdow
n sheep are also 

show
n locally, continuing a tradition long 

held by the dukes of Richm
ond.

O
pportunities exist to build on the 

H
am

pshire Fare cam
paign to prom

ote m
ore 

use of traditional breeds to produce high-
quality produce.

G
enetic 

diversity

Food 
production

Sense of 
history 

Sense of place/ 
inspiration

Biom
ass 

energy
Fertile soils

W
oodland

5 per cent of the area is w
oodland 

and biom
ass from

 existing 
w

oodland sources w
ill be lim

ited. 

Local
Potential m

iscanthus yield is predom
inantly 

high as a result of the fertility of the soil, 
w

ith areas of low
/m

edium
 potential around 

Portsm
outh and Chichester harbours and 

the urban areas to the east, w
hile short 

rotation coppice yields m
ay be restricted 

close to the coast due to prevailing salt 
laden w

inds. 

For inform
ation on the potential landscape 

im
pacts of biom

ass plantings w
ithin the 

N
C

A, refer to the tables on the N
atural 

England w
ebsite. 13

There are potential opportunities 
for both short rotation coppice and 
m

iscanthus to be accom
m

odated 
but these w

ould need to be located 
appropriately w

ithin the landscape.

Biom
ass 

energy 

Clim
ate 

regulation
Soils

W
etlands, 

including 
grazing m

arsh 

W
oodland

The soils in this N
C

A predom
inantly 

have low
 levels of soil carbon (0–5 

per cent). H
ow

ever, there are som
e 

very sm
all patches, in the w

est, that 
reach carbon levels of up to 20–50 
per cent.

2,000 ha of grazing m
arsh 

contribute significantly to carbon 
sequestration.

Regional
The relatively large areas of flood plain 
grazing m

arsh have additional locked up 
carbon stores, as do the sm

all areas of 
w

oodland.

Realignm
ent schem

es, such as M
edm

erry, 
can increase the extent of w

etland habitats 
w

hich w
ill help com

pensate for the effects 
of clim

ate change.

W
here habitats are lost to coastal squeeze, 

com
pensation habitats have to be sought 

w
here natural regeneration is not possible 

or practical.

There is potential to increase organic m
atter 

levels on arable land.

Im
provem

ents in soil structure w
ill 

also help im
prove w

ater quality.

Clim
ate 

regulation 
Regulating soil 
quality

Regulating 
w

ater quality 

Regulating soil 
erosion

13  U
RL: w

w
w

.naturalengland.org.uk/ourw
ork/farm

ing/funding/ecs/sitings/areas/default.aspx
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Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

Regulating 
w

ater 
quality

continued 
on next 
page

Rivers and 
chalk stream

s

Estuaries

Aquifers

Treatm
ent 

w
orks

72 per cent of the area is a 
nitrate vulnerable zone.

All the area’s rivers are subject 
to diffuse pollution arising from

 
outside the N

C
A. 14 

There are three m
ain sources 

of groundw
ater pollution 

w
ithin the unit: agricultural 

activities, saline intrusion 
and urban related activities 
(sew

age leakage, road run-off, 
w

eed control etc.). Potentially 
polluting agricultural activities 
include the application of 
organic and inorganic fertilisers 
and the use of pesticides and 
herbicides. The pollution risks 
from

 agricultural sources 
are locally a real threat to 
groundw

ater quality due to the 
large expanses of arable land 
and the nature of the chalk 
aquifer and soils w

hich allow
 

rapid leaching of pollutants.

W
here groundw

ater quality has 
been assessed it is generally 
good w

ith an area of poor 
quality in the centre of the 
N

C
A. The ecological quality of 

the area’s rivers is m
ore varied, 

w
ith stretches classed as either 

m
oderate or bad tow

ards the 
east but good in the w

est.

Regional
The area is heavily urbanised and intensive 
agriculture, recreational activities and 
transport system

s all add to pressures on 
w

ater quality. These are likely to increase w
ith 

further planned developm
ent and effects 

of clim
ate change such as drought causing 

low
 flow

s and m
ore frequent storm

 events 
leading in increased run-off.

As w
ell as recreational sailing in the 

harbours, the area includes part of one of 
the w

orld’s busiest shipping lanes and there 
are resulting problem

s w
ith litter disposal 

as w
ell as the constant danger of serious 

pollution incidents (and the ‘clean-up’ 
operations w

hich follow
 them

 and m
ay also 

be dam
aging) all of w

hich can im
pact upon 

w
ater quality and threaten the fragile ecology 

of the designated sites.

The River Arun suffers from
 the effects of 

diffuse agricultural pollution largely arising in 
the w

ider catchm
ent outside this N

C
A, form

ing 
part of the Arun and W

estern Rother D
efra 

Priority Catchm
ent. Equally the River M

eon 
and the catchm

ents of Chichester and Pagham
 

harbours are vulnerable to diffuse agricultural 
pollution arising from

 outside the N
C

A. This is 
of particular concern given the international 
designations of these harbours as SPAs.

M
any of the rivers are heavily m

odified.

In 2008, a £29m
 nitrogen rem

oval schem
e to 

im
prove the quality of the treated w

astew
ater 

returned to the environm
ent at Peel Com

m
on 

w
as com

pleted.

W
ork w

ith w
ater com

panies to investigate 
and im

plem
ent innovative solutions to point 

source pollution and untreated w
aste w

ater.

Consider review
ing ecological designations 

for the area’s chalk stream
s. 

W
ork w

ith partners to expand areas of sem
i-

natural habitat in chalk stream
 flood plains, 

w
ithin the N

C
A and upstream

, to act as 
pollution filtration.

Provide inform
ation about chalk stream

 
ecology and the negative im

pacts of 
unsustainable w

ater use.

Reduce the am
ount of nutrients entering 

the harbours from
 dom

estic and industrial 
sources by engaging w

ith the planning 
process to ensure that new

 developm
ents 

incorporate the best possible m
easures for 

reducing problem
s from

 w
aste, including 

sustainable drainage system
s (SuD

S).

Prom
ote the installation of holding tanks for 

recreational vessels and seek to provide the 
necessary infrastructure to pum

p out holding 
tanks. Ensure adequate reception facilities for 
vessel landed w

aste and m
aintain a M

aritim
e 

and Coastguard Agency-com
pliant Port 

W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan.

Increase the am
ount of farm

land in and 
upstream

 of this N
C

A m
anaged under 

principles established by the C
atchm

ent 
Sensitive Farm

ing Program
m

e or its w
ater 

com
pany equivalent.

Regulating 
w

ater quality

Regulating soil 
quality 

Regulating soil 
erosion 

Biodiversity 

Recreation

14  D
efra catchm

ent priorities identified under the England Catchm
ent Sensitive Farm

ing Project 
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Regulating 
w

ater 
quality

continued 
from

 
previous 
page

Serious concerns have been raised at the 
ability of w

aste w
ater treatm

ent facilities 
to cope w

ith current and future housing 
developm

ent. 

The quality of w
ater in Chichester H

arbour 
is not statutorily assessed as bathing w

ater 
and is not therefore m

onitored in accordance 
w

ith the EC Bathing W
ater D

irective by the 
regulator. H

ow
ever, the discharge of sew

age 
into the H

arbour m
ay have environm

ental 
health im

plications particularly for people 
enjoying activities on the w

ater such as 
sailing and kayaking.

There have been a num
ber of efforts to 

im
prove w

ater quality in this area including 
Portsm

outh W
ater’s D

ow
ns and H

arbours 
Clean W

ater Partnership

The Arun and Rother Connections project 
(ARC), is a H

LF funded project to im
prove 

w
ater quality and flow

 in the catchm
ents 

and encourage local people to appreciate 
the services provided by their river. It 
involves m

ajor w
orks to ease fish passage, 

river and chalk stream
 restoration, surveys 

and rem
oval of non-native invasive aquatic 

plant species, w
etland habitat restoration 

(fen, reedbed, species rich flood plain 
m

eadow
 and w

et w
oodland) and heath 

restoration as w
ell as engaging com

m
unities 

and landow
ners and im

proving access and 
interpretation.

Buffer w
atercourses w

ith sem
i-natural 

vegetation – perm
anent grassland, scrub, 

w
oodland – to intercept diffuse pollution by 

sedim
ent run-off and nutrients, particularly 

upstream
 beyond the borders of the N

C
A.

Seek opportunities to restore natural river 
geom

orphology, bringing rivers back into 
continuity w

ith their flood plains.

Expand and link low
land m

eadow
s, flood 

plain grazing m
arsh and other w

etland 
habitats found on the flood plains of the 
rivers and chalk stream

s.

W
ork w

ith the Solent W
ater Q

uality 
Association and other partners to achieve the 
highest w

ater quality and achieve the aim
s of 

the W
ater Fram

ew
ork D

irective. 
 Control the am

ount of nutrients entering 
the harbours from

 agricultural sources 
by encouraging catchm

ent initiatives that 
engage and challenge farm

ers to reduce 
nutrient leaching, pesticide contam

ination 
and soil erosion. 
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Regulating 
w

ater flow
Rivers

Flood plains

W
etland

H
arbours

Coast

The Arun has a w
ide flood plain 

w
ith slow

 river flow
s, although 

m
uch of this flood storage capacity 

has been lost through drainage 
of m

arshlands and conversion to 
intensive agriculture both w

ithin 
and upstream

 of this N
C

A. 

The M
eon runs over chalk, rainfall 

soaks into the ground here instead 
of running off into the river. A tidal 
sluice on the Low

er M
eon m

aintains 
the freshw

ater m
arsh of Titchfield 

H
aven, w

ith storage of w
ater 

identified as being im
portant to 

both long-term
 flood alleviation and 

w
etland conservation. 

There are also several chalk fed 
stream

s that run in this N
C

A such as 
the Lavant and the Bosham

 stream
. 

Settlem
ents w

ithin the N
C

A, such 
as Arundel and Littleham

pton, are 
protected by flood banks. The River 
Lavant has a long history of flooding 
in Chichester. 

Regional
Significant flood events have occurred 
several tim

es in the last 40 years in the 
Arun and W

estern stream
s catchm

ents and 
river banks need repair and m

aintenance. 
The River Lavant Flood Alleviation Schem

e 
is designed to divert flow

s aw
ay from

 
Chichester and then safely discharge them

 
into Pagham

 H
arbour. 

Policies to reduce flood risk in W
orthing, 

Shoreham
 and Brighton include the storage 

of w
ater w

ithin the Adur catchm
ent on 

the South D
ow

ns (outside this N
C

A) and 
encouraging the adoption of Sustainable 
U

rban D
rainage System

s.

M
ajor dredging w

ork has begun in 
Portsm

outh H
arbour to enable it to 

accom
m

odate new
 65,000-tonne aircraft 

carriers.

Explore and w
here appropriate im

plem
ent 

w
ater retention m

easures to help m
aintain 

w
ater levels in rivers during periods of 

drought.

Seek opportunities to restore natural river 
geom

orphology, bringing rivers back into 
continuity w

ith their flood plains and re-
creating backw

aters as a refuge for aquatic 
species in tim

es of drought. 

Incorporate sustainable drainage system
s 

(SuD
S) in all new

 developm
ent, including 

features such as porous surfaces, sw
ales, 

green roofs and m
ore green space.

Plan for and m
anage for the effects of 

coastal change by allow
ing the operation of 

natural coastal processes and the creation 
of new

 habitats to reduce flooding to built-
up areas.

Ensure that realignm
ents are m

anaged so 
that intertidal habitats can develop and 
expand effectively.

Regulating 
w

ater flow

Regulating 
w

ater quality 

Biodiversity
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Regulating 
soil quality

Soils

Rivers

Coastal salt 
m

arshes

H
arbours 

H
igh proportion (38 per cent) of 

G
rade 1 and 2 land in betw

een large 
urban centres.

There are nine m
ain soilscape types 

in this N
C

A: 

¯
�Freely draining slightly acid 
loam

y soils, covering 43 per cent 
of the N

C
A.

¯
�Loam

y soils w
ith naturally high 

groundw
ater (33 per cent).

¯
�Loam

y and clayey soils of 
coastal flats w

ith naturally high 
groundw

ater (7 per cent).

¯
�Slow

ly perm
eable seasonally w

et 
slightly acid but base-rich loam

y 
and clayey soils (7 per cent)

¯
�Loam

y and clayey flood plain 
soils w

ith naturally high 
groundw

ater (2 per cent).

¯
�Shallow

 lim
e-rich soils over chalk 

or lim
estone (1 per cent).

¯
�Sand dune soils (1 per cent).

¯
�Freely draining slightly acid but 
base-rich soils (1 per cent).

¯
�Freely draining very acid sandy 
and loam

y soils (1 per cent). 

 Regional 
The freely draining slightly acid loam

y 
soils m

ay be valuable for aquifer recharge, 
requiring the m

aintenance of good 
structural conditions to aid w

ater infiltration 
and requiring the m

atching of nutrients to 
needs to prevent pollution of the underlying 
aquifer. 

The loam
y soils w

ith naturally high 
groundw

ater have a low
 bearing strength 

w
here groundw

ater rem
ains high and 

are therefore at increased risk of soil 
com

paction from
 m

echanised operations, 
stock grazing or recreational use in w

etter 
conditions. 

D
iffuse pollution (such as from

 applied 
m

anures and very fine sedim
ents) is also 

possible as a result of run-off due to 
persistently high groundw

ater levels or from
 

local flooding. Both of these soils m
ay have 

potential, especially under arable cropping, 
for increased organic m

atter levels through 
m

anagem
ent interventions. 

The large urban centres and transport links 
surrounding agricultural land m

ean that 
pollution of soils via run-off from

 roads is a 
constant problem

.

M
aintaining quality of soils w

ill help 
safeguard future yields and w

ider 
ecosystem

 service provision.

Continue to apply the principles and best 
practices em

ployed through initiatives such 
as Catchm

ent Sensitive Farm
ing.

Identify areas w
here soils are m

ost at risk 
of dam

age from
 cultivation and w

ork w
ith 

landow
ners and farm

ers to adopt sensitive 
soil m

anagem
ent practices as appropriate. 

W
ork to im

prove treatm
ent of w

aste 
w

ater and prevent run-off from
 roads by 

prom
oting m

easures such as extending 
verges and hedgerow

s.

M
aintain salt m

arsh and other intertidal 
habitats as a buffer betw

een the sea and 
agricultural land and to protect against 
saline intrusion.

Seek to keep the highest quality soils in 
agricultural production.

Regulating soil 
quality

Food provision

Regulating soil 
erosion

Biodiversity

Regulating 
w

ater quality
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Regulating 
soil erosion

Soils

Rivers

The River Arun form
s part of the 

Arun and W
estern Rother D

efra 
Priority Catchm

ent under the 
England Catchm

ent Sensitive 
farm

ing and suffers from
 

sedim
entation largely as a result of 

soil erosion higher in the catchm
ent 

outside this N
C

A. 
 M

any parts of the area are 
susceptible to flooding.

Local
The lighter soils m

ake up just under half 
of the N

C
A (dom

inated by freely draining 
slightly acid loam

s), and have enhanced 
risk of soil erosion on m

oderately or steeply 
sloping land w

here cultivated or bare soil is 
exposed, often exacerbated w

here organic 
m

atter levels are low
 after continuous arable 

cultivation or w
here soils are com

pacted. 

There is also the potential for w
ind erosion 

on som
e coarse textured cultivated 

variants of the freely draining slightly acid 
loam

s. Sand dune soils are very droughty 
and unstable, w

ith the extent of erosion 
depending on the degree to w

hich 
vegetation has stabilised the dune system

. 

A few
 of the com

ponent soils of the freely 
draining base-rich soils (just 1 per cent of 
the N

C
A) m

ay be susceptible to capping 
and slaking, increasing the risk of soil 
erosion, and these soils need to be m

anaged 
carefully to reduce risks w

ith careful 
tim

ing of cultivations and m
aintenance of 

vegetation cover. The rem
aining soils have 

a low
 risk of soil erosion, except w

here 
coarser textured variants of loam

y soils w
ith 

naturally high groundw
ater occur on sloping 

or uneven ground.

The light soils of the coastal plain m
ay be 

susceptible to w
ind erosion in the future 

under clim
ate change.

Coastal flooding can dam
age soils and 

cause erosion.

Continue to apply and extend the reach of 
tried and tested techniques for reducing 
soil erosion resulting from

 agriculture that 
are being prom

oted am
ong the farm

ing 
com

m
unity by projects such as Catchm

ent 
Sensitive Farm

ing.

O
pportunity to create areas of sem

i-natural 
habitat and low

-input grasslands (including 
grassland buffer strips) to m

inim
ise soil 

com
paction, allow

 dense vegetation to 
im

prove w
ater retention to m

inim
ise soil 

run-off and im
prove w

ater quality.

Prom
ote the retention of m

udflats, coastal 
salt m

arshes and sand dunes to provide a 
cost effective defence against soil erosion 
and prevent saline intrusion from

 dam
aging 

soils.

Regulating soil 
erosion

Regulating 
w

ater quality

Regulating soil 
quality

Regulating 
w

ater flow

47

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:
Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

Pollination
G

rassland 
parks and 
gardens

H
edges 

H
eathland

W
ith nearly 2,000 ha of grassland, 

this area provides im
portant sources 

of nectar for pollinating insects. 
G

ardens and allotm
ents w

ithin 
urban areas also provide food 
sources for pollinating insects 

Regional
In a productive agricultural area, including 
soft fruit, pollinators are critical for the 
future of insect dependent crops and 
increases in this service m

ay be required in 
order to provide greater options for future 
cropping. 
 This service could be increased by 
restoration of w

etland habitats, and the 
creation of conservation headlands and 
arable field m

argins. This could have a 
beneficial im

pact on biodiversity 
by linking habitats and creating netw

ork of 
habitats in close proxim

ity.

O
pportunities to enhance the agricultural 

landscape through creation of habitat 
m

osaics w
here forage and nesting sites 

are provided for pollinators such as 
conservation headlands, arable field 
m

argins and w
ildflow

er m
ixes providing 

additional environm
ental benefits. 

 Seek opportunities to increase field m
argins, 

species-rich hedgerow
s and beetle banks to 

encourage a netw
ork of habitats and food 

sources for pollinating insects close to areas 
of agricultural production. 

Pollination 

Food 
production

Biodiversity

Pest 
regulation

G
rassland

W
etland

W
oods 

Rivers

Field m
argins

Parks and 
gardens

The sem
i-natural habitats adjacent 

to arable farm
land support 

populations of pest regulating 
invertebrate, bird and m

am
m

al 
species.

Local
This service could be increased by 
restoration of w

etland habitats, verges, 
conservation headlands and arable field 
m

argins creating connecting netw
orks of 

habitats.

O
pportunities for a landscape scale 

approach w
hich provides the necessary 

connectivity and extent of habitats to 
sustain populations of predators and enable 
them

 to m
ove betw

een sites.

M
anage sem

i-natural habitats to increase 
diversity of structure and com

position and 
increase populations of pest-regulating 
species.

Seek opportunities to increase field m
argins, 

species-rich hedgerow
s and beetle banks 

to encourage a netw
ork of habitats for 

pest regulating species close to areas of 
agricultural production.

Pest regulation

Food 
production 

Biodiversity
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Regulating 
coastal 
erosion and 
flooding

Coastal 
vegetated 
shingle

Intertidal sand 
and m

udflats

Coastal sand 
dunes

Shingle beaches

H
ard sea 

defences

Estuaries

A com
plex stretch of coastline 

including river estuaries and 
shingle beaches. M

uch of the 
coastal frontage is developed, 
w

ith the m
ajor settlem

ents 
including Portsm

outh, 
W

orthing and Bognor Regis. 

Large lengths of this shoreline 
are in an unnatural form

 and 
the reclam

ation of extensive 
areas of form

er coastal 
low

land for developm
ent has 

produced m
any areas w

here 
the shoreline is artificially 
seaw

ard of its natural position. 

The clay headland of Selsey 
Bill shelters the coastline to 
the im

m
ediate east from

 the 
predom

inant south-w
esterly 

storm
s; sea defences are in 

place to protect the vulnerable 
cliffs from

 erosion.

Regional
The relevant shoreline m

anagem
ent plans are pursuing an overall 

policy of ‘holding the line’ and ‘m
anaged realignm

ent’ 15 such as 
the schem

e at M
edm

erry w
hich w

as the first of its kind on the 
open coast. 16

Som
e of the coastal features are highly valued for their 

geodiversity and the rare plants and anim
als they support. 

Because it is highly developed, lim
ited sections of the shoreline 

are free to erode naturally m
eaning that there is little m

aterial 
going into the system

. 

Changing clim
atic patterns are likely to result in increased 

w
eathering of coastal cliffs and m

ore extrem
e w

eather events, 
w

hich w
ill test coastal defences. As a result of higher w

ater levels 
‘coastal squeeze’ w

ill occur. This w
ill lead to beaches, intertidal 

areas and am
enity value being reduced or lost. This is particularly 

threatening to low
 lying tidal m

udflats and salt m
arshes in 

areas of conservation im
portance, especially Chichester and 

Pagham
 harbours that are internationally designated as an SPA 

and Ram
sar site, supporting bird populations that are highly 

dependent on the habitats provided by the intertidal areas. 

An issue of special interest to local residents and boat ow
ners in 

the AO
N

B is the continued erosion of East H
ead. 

Proposals for the m
edium

 to long-term
 m

anagem
ent of East H

ead 
are contained w

ithin the Pagham
 to East H

ead Coastal D
efence 

Strategy. 17 This is a com
plex problem

 as any m
ajor defence 

w
orks w

ould underm
ine the area’s character and the reasons 

for its nature conservation designations. The Strategy proposes 
a schem

e of Adaptive M
anagem

ent that seeks to respond to 
change and to preserve the social, econom

ic, environm
ental 

and am
enity value of East H

ead for the 100-year life of the 
Strategy. The em

phasis w
ill not necessarily be on trying to lock 

the feature into its present size, shape and orientation.

O
pportunities to create 

com
pensation habitats 

for those lost to ‘coastal 
squeeze’, aim

ing to ensure 
no net loss of habitat, 
benefiting biodiversity and 
the regulation of coastal 
erosion and flooding.

Ensure that realignm
ent 

sites are m
anaged to 

develop their full potential 
to support and enhance the 
biodiversity interest and 
characteristic landscape. 
 

Regulating 
coastal 
erosion and 
flooding

Recreation 

Biodiversity

15  South D
ow

ns Shoreline M
anagem

ent Plan, South D
ow

ns Coastal G
roup (U

RL: w
w

w
.sdcg.org.uk/)

16  M
edm

erry m
anaged realignm

ent schem
e (U

RL: w
w

w
.environm

ent-agency.gov.uk/hom
eandleisure/floods/109062.aspx)

17  Pagham
 to East H

ead Coastal D
efence Strategy, Environm

ent Agency (2009; U
RL: w

w
w

.environm
ent-agency.gov.uk/static/docum

ents/Leisure/PEH
CD

S_StAR_v5_Final_-_com
pressed.pdf)
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Sense of 
place/ 
inspiration

Coastal 
landscape

H
arbours

View
s of Isle of 

W
ight and the 

South D
ow

ns 

Sense of place is provided by the sea 
and intricately indented shoreline 
of the exposed coastal landscape, 
and notably the natural harbours 
of Chichester and Pagham

. Across 
the Solent, the Isle of W

ight form
s a 

distinctive backdrop.

There are also a few
 surviving 

traditional settlem
ents displaying a 

unifying local vernacular of tim
ber 

fram
e, flint, cob and thatch. This is 

further supported by the pattern of 
large rectilinear fields enclosed by 
drainage ditches, rem

nant tracts of 
valley m

eadow
 and coastal heath. 

Regional
In such an urban area, sense of place is 
achieved prim

arily by view
s of the sea, 

w
hich are possible from

 m
ost places w

ithin 
the N

C
A. Eric Coates w

as inspired to w
rite 

‘Sleepy Lagoon’, the them
e tune for D

esert 
Island D

iscs, w
hile w

atching the sea from
 

Selsey.

Portsm
outh, w

ith its im
portance as a 

m
ajor route to the continent and m

ilitary 
connections, w

as a frequent inspiration to 
artists and w

riters during the 19th century. 
In Jane Austen’s novel M

ansfield Park, 
Portsm

outh is the hom
etow

n of the m
ain 

character Fanny Price, D
ickens’ N

icholas 
N

ickleby joins a theatre troupe in the tow
n 

and G
ilbert and Sullivan’s H

M
S Pinafore is 

set in the harbour. O
scar W

ilde w
rote The 

Im
portance of Being Earnest during a visit to 

W
orthing.

Spinnaker Tow
er is a 170-m

etre 
tow

er opened in 2005 as part of the 
redevelopm

ent of Portsm
outh harbour. It 

is visible from
 m

iles around and affords 
360-degree view

s of the surrounding area, 
including from

 the M
anhood Peninsula and 

Isle of W
ight.

Encourage a strategic approach to the 
planning of land use around Chichester 
and Langstone harbours and the M

anhood 
Peninsula to address the pressures of 
clim

ate change and developm
ent, ensuring 

that natural processes continue to function 
and the com

paratively w
ild and tranquil 

character is retained.

Ensure that realignm
ent sites are m

anaged 
to develop their full potential to support 
and enhance the characteristic landscape. 
   

Sense of place/ 
inspiration

 Tranquillity 

Sense of 
history 

Biodiversity
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Sense of 
history

Rom
an sites

H
istoric 

buildings

N
aval defences

H
arbour 

settlem
ents

Traditional 
buildings

Parkland

Several im
portant 

Rom
an sites and 

m
edieval buildings.

Sm
all flint villages, 

isolated dw
ellings and 

farm
 buildings.

M
ilitary sites and 

structures from
 all 

periods. 

About 68 per cent of 
historic farm

 buildings 
rem

ain unconverted. 
About 93 per cent are 
intact structurally. 

The H
eritage 

Lottery Funded 
2004 Archaeological 
Research Fram

ew
ork 

and accom
panying 

2007 research 
synthesis provide 
a com

prehensive 
baseline of the 
archaeological resource 
of the AO

N
B.

There are 10 registered 
parks and gardens 
w

ithin the N
CA covering 

427 ha.

International
Archaeological and historical features include Rom

an villa sites such as 
Fishbourne Rom

an Palace, Chichester cathedral set w
ithin the historic 

city of Chichester and a post-m
edieval abbey at Titchfield. Picturesque 

harbourside settlem
ents such as Bosham

 and isolated ham
lets in rural 

areas provide additional historic context. There are also num
erous 

historic naval associations at Portsm
outh including N

apoleonic 
fortifications such as the distinctive line of round N

apoleonic forts 
that m

arch out across the Solent guarding its eastern entrance and the 
entrance to Portsm

outh H
arbour, locally know

n as Palm
erston’s Follies.

The area also has strong associations w
ith aerial com

bat, w
ith G

oodw
ood 

Aerodrom
e, Shoreham

 Airport and Lee-on-Solent still operational. The 
form

er First W
orld W

ar, Second W
orld W

ar and Cold W
ar airfield at 

Tangm
ere now

 houses an aviation m
useum

. D
isplays include the aircraft 

in w
hich w

orld air speed records w
ere achieved in 1946 and 1953 along 

the coast at Littleham
pton. Shoreham

 is the oldest licensed airfield in the 
U

K and has a G
rade II* listed Art D

eco style term
inal building.

The rich arable lands com
bined w

ith access to local urban m
arkets and 

London allow
ed m

any farm
ers to re-build their farm

steads, particularly 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. This re-building m

eans that there are very 
few

 pre-1750 farm
 buildings.

Buildings for cattle are predom
inantly 19th century. Earlier cattle 

buildings w
ould be considered im

portant.

Traditional building m
aterials are of tim

ber fram
e, flint, cob and thatch 

that all contribute to the area’s sense of place. M
any villages have 

retained their attractive m
edieval and late m

edieval core. 

A num
ber of historic settlem

ents and heritage assets now
 subsum

ed into 
the larger conurbation are considered at risk of losing their identity and 
historical context.

The H
LF program

m
e developed a strong archaeology partnership 

through a steering group that continues to oversee research w
ithin 

the AO
N

B w
hich inform

s engagem
ent w

ith local schools, visitors, 
landow

ners and residents w
ithin the AO

N
B to help develop a w

ider 
understanding and appreciation of the historical value.

O
pportunities should be 

sought to enhance the setting, 
interpretation and condition of 
the rem

aining assets. 

The restoration and conversion 
of vernacular buildings should 
be sym

pathetic to local 
distinctiveness and use local 
m

aterials w
here possible.

Encourage partners to use the 
results of the Archaeological 
Fram

ew
ork w

hen prioritising and 
com

m
issioning research both 

w
ithin and around the AO

N
B, to 

guide the m
anagem

ent of the 
historic environm

ent.

Encourage and support 
com

m
unities to seek funding to 

develop local heritage projects 
and initiatives.

Encourage interpretation to 
im

prove understanding of 
the area’s heritage including 
internationally recognised assets 
such as Portsm

outh historic 
dockyard, Fishbourne Rom

an 
Villa and Chichester Cathedral. 
Support initiatives to im

prove 
sustainable transport links 
betw

een these sites.

Sense of 
history

Recreation 

Sense of place/ 
inspiration

51

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:
Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



Service
Assets/attributes: 
m

ain contributors 
to service

State
M

ain 
beneficiary

Analysis
O

pportunities
Principal 
services offered 
by opportunities

Tranquillity
H

arbours

Coastline

W
oodland

O
nly 7 per cent of the area is classed 

as undisturbed, dow
n from

 28 per 
cent in the 1960s; 35 per cent of the 
area is classified as urban. 

The m
ain areas of low

 level 
tranquillity are around the m

ajor 
tow

ns – Portsm
outh, Chichester, 

Fareham
, Bognor Regis and 

W
orthing and along road corridors 

such as the A27, M
27 and the M

275.

Local
Tranquillity is a scarce resource w

ithin 
this heavily urbanised N

C
A. Pockets of 

tranquillity are associated w
ith the central 

rural areas and undeveloped harbours, 
including parts of Chichester H

arbour. 
Tranquillity is also associated w

ith the 
edges of rem

oter ancient w
oodlands at the 

foothills of the South D
ow

ns.

Encourage a strategic approach to the 
planning of land use around Chichester 
and Langstone harbours and the M

anhood 
Peninsula to address the pressures of 
clim

ate change and developm
ent, ensuring 

that natural processes continue to function 
and the com

paratively w
ild and tranquil 

character is retained. 

Tranquillity

Sense of place/ 
inspiration

Biodiversity
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Recreation

continued 
on next 
page

Coastline

H
arbours

Rights of w
ay

O
pen access 

land

O
ne N

ational 
N

ature Reserve 
(N

N
R)

Parks and 
gardens

H
istoric 

attractions

W
ildlife

Recreation is dom
inated by 

the seaside resorts of the 
urban east (such as W

orthing 
and Bognor Regis) as w

ell as 
the caravan parks, ribbon 
developm

ent and harbourside 
tourism

 that characterise m
uch 

of the rest of the coast. There is 
a 670 km

 rights of w
ay netw

ork 
at a density of 1.29 km

 per km
² 

and 230 ha of open access land, 
covering 0.45 per cent of the 
N

C
A.

Titchfield H
aven N

N
R is 

m
anaged by H

am
pshire County 

Council.

W
ater-borne recreation is 

popular in this N
C

A. Chichester 
H

arbour w
ith 28 km

2 of w
ater, 

27 km
 of w

ell m
arked and lit 

channels and w
ith easy access 

to the Solent is an ideal w
ater 

recreation centre. The H
arbour 

has over 5,200 m
oorings and 

m
arina berths, and 16 sailing 

clubs.

Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B 

has approxim
ately 1.5 m

illion 
people visiting each year.

The internationally designated 
w

ildlife sites m
ake this a 

popular area for birdw
atching. 

N
ational

W
ith a low

 beach gradient and the lack of any 
obvious dangers such as rips or obstacles, East 
W

ittering and the w
hole stretch of Bracklesham

 
Bay is a favourite w

ith surfers w
ith one of the 

U
K’s longest running surf clubs, Shore Surf Club, 

founded in 1969.

M
ost of the coastal footpath netw

ork is located 
along existing sea defences, em

bankm
ents or 

the foreshore itself. Should significant changes 
appear likely, options w

ill need to be sought 
to relocate footpaths and other recreational 
resources inland.

Popular birdw
atching areas outside the 

internationally designated sites include Titchfield 
H

aven, w
hich has a netw

ork of accessible routes 
and a hide.

Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B is one of the m

ost 
im

portant areas for w
ater recreation in the 

country. There is considerable congestion and 
overcrow

ding on the w
ater, particularly at 

w
eekends in the sum

m
er and conflict betw

een 
different types of harbour user. Chichester C

anal 
is currently under-used 

W
alkers, cyclists, artists and birdw

atchers are 
am

ong those w
ho enjoy Chichester H

arbour 
AO

N
B. There are strong indications that the 

num
ber of visitors w

ill continue to increase. 
Continuing developm

ent w
ithin and adjacent to 

the AO
N

B is likely to lead to increased population 
pressure. Visitor im

pact needs to be m
onitored 

and addressed to m
inim

ise the effect on the very 
resource people com

e to enjoy.

Secure the long-term
 future of the 

coastal footpaths, investigating m
anaged 

realignm
ent and perm

issive route 
options w

here possible. D
evelop a 

strategy for m
anaging those at risk from

 
rising sea levels and failing sea defences.

Support the provision of a high-quality 
netw

ork of footpaths, cycle routes and 
w

heelchair paths through the Rights 
of W

ay Im
provem

ent Plans and other 
initiatives.

Prom
ote the Solent D

isturbance 
M

itigation Project as a basis for 
form

ulating coherent policies for 
m

inim
ising im

pact of increased 
developm

ent and recreation provision 
on internationally im

portant bird 
populations.

W
ork w

ith partners to educate groups 
using the w

ater bodies on the needs of 
others and to give guidance on behaviour 
and good practice and balance the 
dem

and for m
ore and im

proved 
boating facilities w

ith environm
ental 

considerations. Support changes w
hich 

encourage users to enjoy congested 
areas such as Chichester H

arbour outside 
peak tim

es.

Support the use of Chichester C
anal to 

link Chichester to the AO
N

B through the 
Chichester C

anal Trust.

Recreation 

Sense of 
place/ 
inspiration

Sense of 
history 

Biodiversity
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Recreation

continued 
from

 
previous 
page

In response to concerns over 
the im

pact of recreational 
pressure on birds w

ithin 
protected areas in the Solent, 
the Solent D

isturbance and 
M

itigation Project w
as initiated 

to determ
ine visitor access 

patterns around the coast 
and how

 their activities m
ay 

influence the birds.

N
ational

M
uch w

ork has already been undertaken by 
Chichester H

arbour Conservancy in association 
w

ith Action in Rural Sussex, Age Concern and 
other local organisations to further the w

ork of 
the Local Strategic Partnership group to reduce 
isolation am

ong older people.

G
oodw

ood Estate runs an extensive education 
program

m
e including forest schools and hands-

on sessions at its farm
. 

 The peregrine falcon nest on the spire of 
Chichester C

athedral is w
idely view

ed via a 
w

ebcam
 each spring and receives great attention 

from
 local and national m

edia.

The Solent D
isturbance and M

itigation Project 
(SD

M
P) provides evidence that recreational 

pressures from
 new

 developm
ent w

ithin 5.6 km
 

of the Solent coastline m
ay have an adverse affect 

on internationally protected birds.

Support the w
ork of partners including 

Chichester H
arbour Conservancy and 

Environm
ental Education G

roups to 
establish closer links betw

een the 
harbour education service and the local 
farm

ing com
m

unity, sustainable schools 
and healthy eating program

m
es and 

com
m

unity services.

Ensure that realignm
ent sites are 

m
anaged to develop their full potential 

to support and enhance access and 
interpretation w

here appropriate.

W
ork w

ith partners to develop a 
plan for avoidance and m

itigation to 
m

inim
ise im

pact of recreational activities 
on internationally protected bird 
population.
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Biodiversity

continued 
on next 
page

Internationally 
designated sites

SSSI

O
ne N

N
R 

Coastal habitats 

G
razing m

arsh

H
eathlands 

M
eadow

s 

W
oodlands 

G
ardens  

Som
e 3 per cent (1,700 ha) 

of the area is designated 
as Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and there 
are four Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs), tw

o Special 
Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
and four Ram

sar sites.

The m
arine environm

ent of 
Chichester H

arbour AO
N

B 
is afforded protection 
through the Solent 
M

aritim
e SAC European 

designation.

H
orsea Island is one of the 

sites chosen by Butterfly 
Conservation for trials of 
disease resistant elm

s for 
the benefit of w

hite-letter 
hairstreak butterfly since 
2000.

Relatively sm
all fragm

ents 
of coastal grazing m

arsh 
occur, w

ith larger areas at 
Farlington M

arshes and 
the m

arshes on the eastern 
side of H

ayling Island.

H
eathland is no longer a 

significant habitat w
ithin 

the area, although pockets 
such as H

am
ble Com

m
on 

survive.

International
Chichester H

arbour has been designated as a 
w

etland of international im
portance under the 

Ram
sar Convention (1971) as it regularly holds 20,000 

or m
ore w

ildfow
l and w

aders in w
inter, has the third 

largest population of dark-bellied Brent geese in the 
country (w

ith Pagham
, Langstone and Portsm

outh 
harbours also in the top 12) and has internationally 
significant populations of D

unlin and black-tailed 
godw

it. It is also an im
portant site for nesting terns. 

A subtidal survey of habitats and species w
ithin 

the harbour identified 200 m
aritim

e taxa including 
invertebrates, algae and fish. There is also a colony 
of harbour seals and w

ater voles are regularly seen. 

In recent years Chichester H
arbour has not regularly 

supported significant num
bers of breeding terns, 

probably due to a com
bination of disturbance and 

erosion of historical breeding sites. H
ow

ever, the 
N

C
A as a w

hole is im
portant for breeding terns.

Betw
een Shoreham

 and Bognor Regis the coastline 
supports fringing shingle beaches w

here pioneer 
plant com

m
unities survive in places. These contain 

characteristic plants such as yellow
-horned poppy 

and sea kale as w
ell as rarities such as starry clover.

The relict dunes at Bognor Reef support the 
nationally rare childing pink, as does Pagham

 Beach 
w

here the long-w
inged conehead, sand dart and 

M
atthew

’s w
ainscot m

oth can also be found.

The H
am

pshire W
ildlife Trust reserve at Farlington 

M
arshes and the m

arshes on the eastern side of 
H

ayling Island provide som
e m

ore extensive and 
w

ell developed exam
ples of coastal grazing m

arsh.

Ensure that realignm
ents are m

anaged so 
that intertidal habitats can develop and 
expand effectively.

W
here existing flood defences are 

reinforced, w
ork w

ith partners to lim
it 

adverse im
pacts on biodiversity.

Im
prove w

ater quality by reducing 
the am

ount of nutrients entering the 
harbours from

 dom
estic and industrial 

sources by engaging w
ith the planning 

process to ensure that new
 developm

ents 
incorporate the best possible m

easures 
for reducing problem

s from
 w

aste, 
including SU

D
S.

Im
prove w

ater quality by reducing the 
am

ount of nutrients entering the harbours 
from

 agricultural sources by continuing 
w

ith catchm
ent initiatives that engage 

and challenge farm
ers to reduce nutrient 

leaching, pesticide contam
ination and 

soil erosion.

Seek to secure the future of breeding terns 
(particularly Little Terns) in the harbours.

There are opportunities to extend and 
possibly link areas of coastal grazing 
m

arsh as part of flood defence m
easures.

Preserve scarce areas of heathland and 
seek opportunities to im

prove and 
extend. 

Biodiversity 

Food 
production 

Regulating 
w

ater quality 

Regulating 
w

ater flow
 

Regulating 
coastal 
erosion and 
flooding 

Recreation 

Sense of place/ 
inspiration
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Biodiversity

continued 
from

 
previous 
page

European native oyster 
populations have 
experienced an acute 
decline since the 19th 
century due to the 
com

bination of over-
fishing and associated 
habitat loss, com

bined w
ith 

the anthropogenic and 
environm

ental pressures 
of pollution, disease and 
the presence of non-native 
species.

H
istorically heathland w

as m
uch m

ore extensive, 
linking w

ith the hunting forests of Bere and 
W

altham
 Chase in south H

am
pshire so there m

ay 
be opportunities to extend or re-create sm

all areas.

There is increasing concern at the disturbance 
caused to nature conservation interests by 
increased recreational pressure from

 housing 
developm

ent.

IFC
A identified 22 species of fish w

ithin Chichester 
H

arbour. A survey carried out in 2004 by the 
U

niversity of Portsm
outh recorded 32 species, 

w
ith sand and painted gobies and black bream

 the 
m

ost abundant. Also num
erous at som

e sites w
ere 

bass, ballan w
rasse and corkw

ing w
rasse. Several 

species, such as the bass, bream
, m

ullet, sole and 
plaice use the harbour as a nursery area w

ith a 
large percentage of juveniles m

aking up the survey 
sam

ples. 18 

The Solent oyster population has declined in the 
last decade and show

s no sign of broad scale 
recovery. The Chichester oysters are considered 
to be a com

ponent of this w
ider population. The 

native oyster fishery has been locally im
portant in 

Chichester H
arbour since at least Rom

an tim
es. 

Closer scrutiny of the im
pact of activities, such as 

oyster dredging and bait digging, on the subtidal 
and intertidal biodiversity w

ithin the AO
N

B m
ay 

be required in future to determ
ine the im

pact on 
favourable conservation status.

Support inclusion of high-quality 
greenspace w

ithin new
 and extended 

developm
ent for the w

ellbeing of local 
com

m
unities and to provide links 

betw
een im

portant biodiversity sites. 
 Support the Sussex Sea Fisheries 
Com

m
ittee in m

aintaining the bass 
nursery area.

Support m
anagem

ent of native oysters 
in Chichester H

arbour, including 
im

plem
entation of tem

porary closure of 
fisheries to allow

 populations to recover 
w

hen necessary. 19

Support the bait digging Code of 
Conduct and w

ork w
ithin the SEM

S 
M

anagem
ent Schem

e to m
onitor the 

level and im
pact of bait digging. 

18  A survey of the fish population of Chichester H
arbour, P Farrell, U

niversity of Portsm
outh (2005)

19  Chichester H
arbour O

yster Partnership Initiative (U
RL: w

w
w

.sussex-ifca.gov.uk/index.php?option=com
_content&

view
=article&

id=132&
Item

id=204)
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G
eodiversity

U
pper raised 

beach deposits

 Coastal 
exposures 

Rem
ains of H

om
o 

heidelbergensis 
w

ere first found at 
Boxgrove in 1994, 
com

prising the 
partial tibia of a 
m

ale. In 1996 tw
o 

incisor teeth from
 

another individual 
w

ere found. In 2003 
English H

eritage 
announced it 
w

ould buy the 
rem

ains of the 
quarry to ensure 
the preservation of 
the site com

plex.

International
Boxgrove is a site of national archaeological 
im

portance because of the discovery in 1994 and 
1995 of 500,000 year old hum

an fossils of a nom
adic 

hunter-gatherer (‘Boxgrove M
an’ and associated 

artefacts), found in the gravel deposits of a raised 
beach w

hich rem
ain the oldest such fossils ever 

discovered in the U
K

. There w
ere also anim

al bones 
w

hich are the oldest found specim
ens of their 

species, such as the w
ing bone of the great auk 

found at the site in 1989. 

The coastal exposures of Low
er Tertiary deposits 

reveal diverse fossil assem
blages, such as at 

Felpham
, Bognor Reef and Bracklesham

 Bay.

Selsey is a key Q
uaternary site for a sequence of 

freshw
ater and estuarine deposits of Ipsw

ichian 
Interglacial age. M

am
m

al rem
ains including 

rhinoceros, horse and hippopotam
us have also 

been recorded from
 the deposits. M

uch potential 
exists for vertebrate research at this locality, 
particularly w

ith regard to stratigraphy and pollen 
zonation.

East of Langstone a low
 cliff line at high w

ater m
ark 

exhibits a com
plex of Brickearth and Coom

be 
Rock deposits and at East H

ead there is a sizeable 
sand dune and shingle system

 both of w
hich are of 

geom
orphological im

portance.

Pagham
 H

arbour is a key site for coastal 
geom

orphology and also has an outstanding 
palaeobotanical site of great im

portance to studies 
of Tertiary floras.

G
enerally a good place to study coastal processes at 

w
ork. 

Interpret and prom
ote the Boxgrove site to 

encourage interest and understanding of the 
area’s geodiversity.

M
aintain coastal exposures of Low

er Tertiary 
deposits revealing diverse fossil assem

blages, 
such as at Felpham

, Bognor Reef and 
Bracklesham

 Bay.

M
aintain im

portant inland geology exposed in 
pits and quarries, such as D

ow
nend Chalk Pit 

SSSI, helping to prom
ote an appreciation and 

understanding of the geodiversity of the N
C

A and 
connecting com

m
unities w

ith their local heritage.

Conserve coastal geom
orphological features (and 

the natural processes needed to sustain them
) 

including sand dune system
s, sand and shingle 

spits and banks (for exam
ple East H

ead).

Encourage the use of traditional building 
m

aterials in conservation projects (for exam
ple 

tim
ber fram

e, flint, cob and thatch) and 
prom

oting the use of the Chichester H
arbour 

AO
N

B D
esign G

uidance for replacem
ent 

dw
ellings in the AO

N
B.

Continue to research, m
onitor and record 

geom
orphological processes to inform

 
m

anagem
ent decisions.

Provide access to sites of geological interest 
w

here appropriate and interpret the geological 
features and dynam

ic coastal processes to 
im

prove understanding and appreciation.

Encourage research, m
onitoring and recording of 

geom
orphological processes.

G
eodiversity

Recreation 

Sense of place/ 
inspiration

Sense of 
history

57

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:
Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



N
atural England is here to secure a healthy natural environm

ent for people to enjoy, w
here w

ildlife 
is protected and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

Catalogue Code: N
E525 

ISBN
: 978-78367-085-7

Should an alternative form
at of this publication be required, please contact our enquiries 

line for m
ore inform

ation: 0845 600 3078 or em
ail enquiries@

naturalengland.org.uk

w
w

w
.naturalengland.org.uk

Photo credits
Cover photo: Bosham

, Chichester H
arbour AO

N
B. ©

 Catherine Tonge/N
atural England

Page 4 ©
 N

atural England 
Pages 6 &

 26 ©
 Portsm

outh City Council
Page 8 ©

 Paul G
lendell/N

atural England 
Page 12 ©

 Chris M
cM

ullon/N
atural England

Page 17 ©
 Jerry H

ardm
an-Jones

Page 21, 35, 38 &
 39 ©

 Catherine Tonge/N
atural England

Page 22 ©
 Peter W

akely/N
atural England

Page 28 ©
 Julia Coneybeer

Page 34 ©
 Allan D

rew
itt/N

atural England

58

This note [report/publication] is published by N
atural England under the O

pen G
overnm

ent Licence - O
G

Lv2.0 for 
public sector inform

ation. You are encouraged to use, and reuse, inform
ation subject to certain conditions.

For details of the licence visit w
w

w
.naturalengland.org.uk/copyright

N
atural England photographs are only available for non com

m
ercial purposes. If any other inform

ation such as m
aps 

or data cannot be used com
m

ercially this w
ill be m

ade clear w
ithin the note [report/publication].

©
 N

atural England 2014 

126. South Coast Plain
Supporting docum

ents

N
ational Character

Area profile:
Key facts
and data

Analysis
D

escription
Introduction &

 Sum
m

ary
O

pportunities
Landscape
change



Enplan ref 05-777 
Land at Hermitage, Emsworth 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 
July 2018 

 
 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS | 33 
 

 
 

APPENDIX C:  

The West Sussex Landscape Character Asesment ( 2003): Southbourne Coastal Plain: 
Sheet SC5. 
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